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For  many  years  after  the  startling  disclosures  of  the  principles  of  Masonry,  made  by 
Cap’ain  Morgan,  the  Le  Roy  Convention,  Bernard  and  other  seceding  Masons, the 
Fraternity,  from  their  most  respectable  Kings  and  Great  Grand  High  Priests  down  to 
their  most  servile  lacquies,  either  by  direct  allegations  or  significant  insinuations,  pro- 
nounced those  disclosures  false  and  fictitious.  So  monstrous  was  the  Masonic  combina- 
tion; so  degrading  its  Ceremonies;  and  so  iniquitous  and  blasphemous  its  Oaths,  Obliga- 
tions and  Penalties,  that  it  was  difficult  for  honest,  honorable  and  ingenuous  men  to  be- 
lieve that  they  had  been  submitted  to  and  propagated  by  their  worthy  and  respecta- 
ble neighbors,  whom  they  knew  to  be  Masons.  A large  portion  of  community  rejected 
those  disclosures  as  fictions,  invented  and  propagated  from  interested  and  ambitious 
motives.  Many, misled  by  the  assertions  ofMasons,  disbelieved  the  abduction  and  mur- 
der of  Morgan.  A large  portion  of  intelligent,  but  somewhat  haughty  citizens,  trea- 
ted the  subject  with  disdain,  and  of  too  little  importance  Lr  serious  investigation.  The 
testimony  relied  on  originated  at  too  great  a distance,  and  much  of  it  wanted  the  sanc- 
tion of  Judicial  authority. 

From  these,  among  other  reasons,  many  were  deterred  from  inquiry,  and  others  re- 
mained in  doubt — owing  to  the  nature  of  the  testimony.  In  Pennsylvania  especially, the 
People  were  told,  and  too  many  believed, that  the  whole  history  of  the  Morgan  outrage, 
and  of  the  Masonic  principles  which  authorized  and  commanded  it,  was  the  fabrication 
of  Yankee  adventurers.'  An  opportunity  was  long  desired  by  disinterested  philanthro- 
pists and  patriots  to  test  its  truth  by  a legal  judicial  investigation.  It  was,  and  is,  confi- 
dently believed,  that  nine-tenths  of  the  Republican  Yeomanry  of  our  country  are  Anti- 
Masonic  in  feeling,  and  would  be  in  practice,  if  they  were  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
“Disclosures.”  An  opportunity  at  length  presented  itself  fully  to  try  the  question  in  a 
suit  in  Adams  county,  instituted  by  Thaddeus  Stevens  vs.  Jacob  Lefever,  for  an 
alleged  Libel. 

In  pursuance  of  an  invitation  extended  to  him  by  sundry  citizens  of  Washington  Coun- 
ty, Maryland,  Mr.  Stevens  attended  an  Anti- Masonic  meeting  at  Hagerstown,  and  de- 
livered the  “Speech”  which  will  be  found  in  the  following  pages.  In  reference  to  it, 
Mr.  Lefever  published  the  “Letter”  which  was  the  subject  of  the  suit.  As  that  was 
only  one  of  a series  of  libels  which  the  defendant  had  for  years  been  publishing  of  the 
plaintiff,  Mr.  Stcvans  deemed  it  due  to  himself, as  well  as  the  public,  to  punish  the  libel- 
ler, if  the  allegations  should  prove  to  be  false.  He  instituted  a criminal  prosecution, and 
a civil  suit.  The  Indictment  first  came  on  for  trial,  and  the  prosecutor  served  a notice 
on  the  defendant,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  give  the  truth  in  evidence.  Beside  the 
usual  Masenic Counsel  in  Adams  County,  a lawyerof  distinguished  talents  and  high  Ma- 
sonic grade  of  Hagerstown, for  the  first  time  appeared  in  the  Courts  of  Adams  County, and 
aided  in  the  defence.  The  Culprit  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  fifty 
dollars  and  be  imprisoned  for  three  calendar  months. 

The  Counsel  above  referred  to,  then  stated  in  open  Court,  that  although  they  bad  not 
given  the  truth  in  evidence  on  that  trial,  yet  they  would  be  prepared  to  prove  the  tru’h 
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of  al!  their  allegations  on  the  trial  of  the  civil  suit.  George  Wolf,  a Mason,  was  then 
Governor,  and  soon  “ extricated  his  Brother  from  difficulty,"  by  pardoning  him! 

To  two  counts  in  the  “declaration”  in  the  civil  suit,  the  Defendant,  by  his  Masonic 
Counsel,  pleaded  “ Justification By  which, the  truth  ofthe  “Disclosures”  was  directly 
put  in  issue.  Both  parties  proceeded  to  prepare  for  trial,  by  issuing  Commissions  to  se- 
veral of  the  States,  to  take  testimony  relative  to  the  nature  of  the  Masonic  Institution. 
In  pursuance  of  such  Commissions, regularly  issued  by  the  Circuit  Court  ofPennsylvania, 
regularly  joined  in  by  each  of  the  parties,  the  evidence  which  follows, was  taken. 

At  the  first  Session  of  the  Court  at  which  the  cause  was  marked  for  trial,  the  Defen- 
dant withdrew  his  plea  of  justification  to  all  the  counts  except  that  which  involved  the 
question  of  Masonry.  He  had  subpoenaed  the  Masons  of  Adams  County, and  about  a doz- 
en resident  in  York,  Harrisburg,  Carlisle  and  Chambersburg.  All  the  Masons  from  the 
three  last  named  places,  were  absent  when  the  cause  was  called  on  for  trial.  The  De- 
fendant swore  to  their  materiality,  and  continued  the  cause  on  the  payment  of  costs.  At 
the  next  annual  sitting  of  the  Court,  the  cause  was  down  for  trial,  and  continued  by  the 
Defendant, on  account  of  the  absence  of  witnesses  resident  in  the  same  towns,  every  one 
of  whom  were  Members  of  the  Lodge! 

The  Circuit  Court  being  abolished, the  cause  was  sent  to  the  Common  Pleas,  and  tried 
at  August  Term, A D.  183c.  Several  Masonic  witnesses  were  in  attendance  from  neigh- 
boring counties,  among  whom  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  Ca awfoud,  whose 
deposition  had  been  previously  taken  by  the  Plaintiff.  When  the  cause  came  on  for 
trial,  the  Defendant’s  Counsel  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the  plea  of  “justification”  to  the 
first  count.  As  this  would  enable  them  to  escape  a public  investigation  of  the  principles 
of  Masonry,  the  Plaintiff  resisted  the  application.  The  Court  decided  that  it  was  matter 
of  right,  and  the  plea  was  withdrawn,  and  the  cause  went  to  trial  under  the  general  plea 
of  “Not  Guiltv.”  Verdict  for  Plaintiff,  Eighteen  Hundred  Dollars  damages. 

We  give  the  testimony  taken  and  filed  of  record  by  Plaintiff  and  Defendant.  In  our 
judgment,  the  testimony  conclusively  sustains  every  charge  made  by  Seceding  Masons 
against  the  Insttitution.  The  Defendant’s  testimony  especially  exemplifies  the  worst 
principles  which  had  ever  been  charged  upon  it — the  principle  of  resisting  the  Law, and 
refusing  to  testify,  or  testifying  falsely  in  Courts  of  Justice  whenever  Masons  or  Ma- 
sonry was  in  danger! 

The  reader  will  observe  that  Bernard’s  T.iglit  on  Masonry,  and  Allyn’s  Ritual,  were 
made  part  of  the  Depositions  and  are  filed  with  them.  The  intelligent  Inquirer  after 
truth  will  therefore  examine  them  as  a part  of  the  evidence. 

3tJ“The  following  is  the  Speech  referred  to  in  the  preceding  pages,  delivered  in  Ha- 
gerstown, on  the  4th  of  June,  1831,  by  Thaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.  of  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Mr.  President — In  compliance  with  the  invitation  ot  several  of  your  citizens, 
I venture  to  address  you  on  a subject  of  vital  importance  to  this  community.  Al- 
though a stranger  here,  yet  I trust  that  my  participation  in  your  deliberations 
will  not  bo  deemed  impertinent  or  obtrusive:  for  the  subject  which  has  called  you 
together  is  one  of  general  importance  to  every  citizen  of  this  free  republic.  Its 
interest  is  not  local.  It  is  not  circumscribed  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a town* 
a county,  or  a State.  Like  the  secret  institution,  whose  operations,  and  utility 
you  have  met  to  investigate,  it  extends  front  City  to  City,  from  State  to  Slate,  and 
from  Nation  toJNation. 
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Wherever  (he  Genius  of  Liberty  has  set  a people  free,  there  the  first  object  of 
their  solicitude  should  be  the  destruction  of  Free-Masonry,  and  all  other  Secret  So- 
cieties. Where  tyrants  rule,  we  are  prepared  to  admit,  that  they  are  fit  engines  of 
despotism,  when  leagued  with  the  government:  and  when  opposed  to  it  to  toler- 
ate  them,  as  the  nurstery  of  conspiracies  for  the  overthrow  of  those  institutions 
which  no  change  can  render  worse.  As  fire  is  made  to  oppose  fire  to  stay  its  rav- 
ages, so  one  intolerable  evil  may  be  made  to  oppose  another,  for  their  mutual  de- 
struction. But  when  a country  is  already  free,  governed  by  laws  of  their  own  en- 
actment  and  officers  of  the  people’s  choice,  where  any  radical  change  in  the  gov- 
ernment must  be  injurious,  Secret  Societies  are  dangerous, and  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
erated. 

During  the  short  period  which  I shall  occupy  your  attention,  I will  attempt  to 
demonstrate  what  I believe  to  be  the  fact — that  Free  Masonry  is  inconsistent  with 
pure  morals,  true  religion,  and  the  permanent  existence  oj  Liberty;  and  that  the 
only  means  by  which  it  can  be  suppressed, in  a free  government,  is  by  opposing  it 
POLITICALLY. 

In  order  to  prove  the  positions  which  I have  assumed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  nature  and  constitution  of  Masonry,  and  the  Obligations  it  imposes 
on  its  members. 

MASONRY  is  made  up  of  what  is  called  Degrees,  rising  one  above  another, 
in  extent,  importance, and  guilty  honor.  In  this  country, there  exists  about  forty; 
to  each  of  which  are  attached  Oaths  and  Obligations,  which  each  candidate  is 
obliged  to  take:  Only  word  by  word  is  administered  to  him  at  a time,  he  being  ig- 
norant of  what  is  to  follow  in  the  sentence,  until  he  has  actually  taken  it!  These 
oaths  are  the  real  constitution,  and  indicate  the  actual  objects  of  the  Institution. 
If,  therefore,  they  are  of  a moral  and  religious  tendency  ; if  they  enjoin  those  du- 
ties which  are  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  country;  it  they  produce  sound  happi- 
ness  and  equal  rights;  if  they  tend  to  foster,  or  do  not  impair  our  republican  prin- 
ciples and  institutions;  then  they  are  laudable, or  at  least  harmless, and  are  an  insuf- 
ficient foundation  for  the  alarm  which  is  felt  at  their  existence.  But  if  they  are 
of  a contrary  tendency,  and  sap  the  foundation  of  morals  and  of  freedom,  then  it  is 
time  that  the  people  should  awake,  and  strangle  the  growing  hydra. 

Before  we  submit  to  you  the  oaths  themselves,  it  may  not  be  improper,  briefly 
to  refer  to  the  testimony  which  supports  their  authenticity.  Masonry,  with  its 
characteristic  modesty,  claims  to  be  descended  from  Heaven;  and  to  have  been 
given  to  man  almost  as  early  as  the  creation  of  the  world.  Those  who  have  not 
been  willing  blindly  to  rely  on  its  boastings,  contend  that  speculative,  organized 
Free-Masoury  is  of  modern  and  recent  invention.  The  learned  Faculties  of  Har- 
vard University,  and  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  have  been  consulted 
as  to  its  antiquity,  and  have  severally  certified  under  their  proper  signatures,  that 
no  historical  or  other  records  are  to  be  found  of  its  existence  earlier  than  the  be- 
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ginning  of  the  last  century.  Thus  its  pretentions  to  early  origin,  its  Masonic 
Solomon,  and  St.Johns,  are  proved  to  be  fabulous  and  fradulent  inventions. 

In  A.  D.  1730,  the  first  disclosures  of  its  secrets  were  made  by  Prichatd,  a mem- 
ber. Ho  was  Masonically  executed  by  the  fraternity,  and  his  book  suppressed. 
Subsequently,  the  author  of  Jachin  and  Boaz  made  true  disclosures  in  a publica- 
tion  bearing  that  title.  He  also  suffered  the  penalty  of  the  Masonic  law,  and  his 
book  obtained  little  credit.  These  things  were  done  in  monarchical  governments 
where  the  royal  family  were  the  head  of  the  Order.  Their  executioners  were  never 
prosecuted.  The  whole  transaction  was  covered  with  the  veil  of  oblivion.  We 
pass  over  the  disclosures  of  the  Abbe  Baruell  and  Professor  Robinson,  and  come 
to  the  first  one  which  was  attempted  in  a land  of  intelligent  freemen.  Capt.  Wil- 
liam Morgan,  of  Batavia,  New  Yoik,  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  determined  to  disclose 
the  principles  and  secrets  of  the  Order.  This  became  known  to  the  Fraternity. 
They  concerted  means  for  suppressing  his  book  and  inflicting  the  Masonic  penal, 
ties  on  its  author.  He  was  seized  by  delegated  agents  of  the  lodges;  conveyed 
more  than  150  miles  through  a civilized  and  populous  country,  to  a national  for. 
tress,  commanded  by  a Mason,  and  finally  executed  by  agents  commissioned  for 
that  purpose.  An  attempt  was  made  to  seize  the  manuscript,  which  was  frustrated 
by  the  aid  and  vigilance  of  an  aroused  people.  The  independent  freemen  of  his 
neighborhood  became  alarmed  at  the  principles  of  the  Order,  thus  disclosed  and 
exemplified.  They  set  inquiry  on  foot,  and  professed  themselves  ready  to  protect 
all  honest  members  of  the  Fraternity,  who  would  separate  themselves  from  this 
unholy  institution.  A convention  of  Masons  was  held  at  Le  Roy.  About  seventy 
gentlemen  ot  high  character  attended.  After  having  discussed  the  obligatory  force 
of  the  oaths,  which  had  been  imposed  on  them  and  decided  them  to  be  invalid,  they 
unanimously  certified  to  the  truth  of  Morgan’s  disclosures,  and  made  further  reve- 
lations ot  the  higher  degrees.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  Masons,  who,  under 
the  protection  of  the  people,  have  seceded  from  the  institution  and  testified  to  the 
truth  of  the  disclosures,  is  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  5,000.  Their  correctness 
has  also  been  repeatedly  proved  in  judicial  proceedings,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
by  adhering  Masons,  who  have  been  brought  in  as  witnesses.  Their  falsity  has 
never  yet  been  sworn  to.  After  such  a mass  of  evidence,  no  man,  who  possesses 
an  impartial  judgment  and  the  correct  use  of  his  reasoning  faculties,  will  doubt 
their  truth.  And  none,  but  the  most  unprincipled  of  the  Fraternity,  and  of  men, 
will  have  the  effrontery  to  deny  them.  / 

Let  us  now  examine  the  literal  import  and  obvious  meaning  of  these  obligations. 
The  first,  or  Entered  Apprentice’s  oath  is  as  follows: — 

“I.  A.  B.  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and  worship- 
ful lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  dedicated  to  God  and  held  forth  to  the  holy  or- 
der of  St.  John,  do  hereby  and  hereon  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear, 
that  I will  always  hail,  ever  conceal,  and  never  reveal  any  part,  or  parts,  art,  or  arts, 
point,  or  points,  of  the  secrets,  arts  and  mysteries  of  ancient  Free-Masonry,  which  I have 
received,  am  about  to  receive,  or  may  hereafter  be  instructed  in,  to  any  person  or  per- 
sons in  the  known  world,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  brother  Mason,  or  within  the 
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body  of  a just  and  lawful  constituted  lodge  of  such,  and  not  unto  him  nor  unto  them  whom 
1 shall  hear  so  to  be,  hut  unto  him  and  them  only  whom  I shall  find  so  to  be,  after  strict 
trial  and  due  examination  or  lawful  information.  Furthermore,  do  I promise  and  swear 
that  I will  not  write,  print,  stamp,  stain,  hew,  cut,  carve,  indent,  paint,  or  engrave  it 
on  any  thing  moveable  or  immoveable,  under  the  whole  canopy  of  heaven,  whereby  or 
whereon  the  least  letter,  figure,  character,  mark,  stain,  shadow,  or  resemblance  of  the 
same  may  become  legible  or  intelligible  to  myself  or  any  other  person  in  the  known 
world,  whereby  the  secrets  of  Masonry  may  be  unlawfully  obtained  through  my  un- 
worthiness.  To  all  of  which  I do  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  with- 
out the  least  equivocation  mental  reservation,  or  self-evasion  of  mind  in  me  whatever; 
binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty,  than  to  have  my  throat  cut  across,  my  tongue  torn 
out  by  the  roots,  and  my  body  buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea  at  low  water  mark, 
where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours;  so  help  me  God,  and  keep 
me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same.” 

We  will  not  fatigue  you,  by  giving  each  oath  entire.  The  prominent  princi- 
ples of  a few  will  suffice.  The  penalty  of  the  second  degree  is — 

“Binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  left  breast  torn  open,  and  my 
heart  and  vitals  taken  from  thence,  and  thrown  over  my  left  shoulder,  and  carried  into 
the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  there  to  become  a prey  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  and  vul- 
tures of  the  air,  if  ever  I should  prove  wilfully  guilty  of  violating  any  part  of  this  my  sol- 
emn oath  or  obligation  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason,  So  help  me  God,  and  keep  me  stead- 
fast in  the  due  performance  of  the  same.” 

In  the  Master  Mason’s  degree,  they  swear  (among  other  things)  as  follows — 

“Furthermore,  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  a Master  Mason’s  secrets,  given  to  me 
in  charge  as  such,  and  1 knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  inviolable 
in  my  breast  as  in  his  own,  when  communicated  to  me,  murder  and  treason  excepted; 
and  they  left  to  my  own  election.”  , 

In  the  Royal  Arch  Companion's  degree  they  swear — 

“Furthermore,  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  a Royal  Arch  Mason, 
when  engaged  in  any  difficulty,  and  espouse  his  cause,  so  far  as  to  extricate  him  from 
the  same,  it  in  my  power,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong.  Also,  that  I will  promote  a 
Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason's  political  preferment,  in  preference  to  another  of  equal 
qualifications.  Furthermore,  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  a Companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason’s  secrets,  given  me  in  charge  as  such,  and  1 knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  re- 
main as  secure  and  inviolable  in  my  breast  as  in  his  own,  murder  and  treason  not  ex- 
cepted." 

It  may  be  well  to  pause  a moment,  and  survey  a part  of  the  blasphemous  cere, 
monies  of  this  degree.  The  presiding  officer  of  the  lodge  takes  upon  himself  the 
character  of  Jehovah!  Bushes  are  stuck  round  a pot  or  circle  and  a lamp  or  taper 
placed  in  the  midst.  This  they  call  the  Burning  Bush  of  Mt.  Sinai!  The  pre- 
siding officer  sits  behind  impersonating  the  Almishty  God,  while  the  hood-winked 
candidate  is  made  to  represent  Moses!  And  then,  amid  the  lurid  glimmerings  of 
their  midnight  den,  this  feeble  band  of  lowly  reptiles  aspire  to  enact  the  sublime 
and  terrific  scene,  before  which  mortals  veiled  their  faces, and  Mt.  Sinai  trembled, 
to  its  centre! 

In  the  Knight  Templar’s  degree,  twelve  tapers  are  placed  in  a triangle;  the 
candidate  is  made  to  extinguish  one  of  them,  which  he  is  told  represents  Judas 
Iscariot,  who  betrayed  his  Master,  and  that  such  will  he  the  jute  of  all  those  who, 
betray  the  secrets  of  F ree-Masonry.  The  chief  officer  leads  the  candidate  into  what 
he  calls  the  Sepulchre  of  our  Saviour— reads  to  him  several  passages  from  Scrip, 
ture— brings  him  forth,  and  shows  him  JESUS  ASCENDING  INTO  HE  A. 
VEN,  BY  AND  THROUGH  THE  INFLUENCE  OF  MASONRY!  The 
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candidate  is  made  to  drink  live  libations  of  wine,  the  last  of  which  is  administered 
out  of  a HUMAN  SKULL! 

History  presents  but  one  parallel  to  this  revolting  atrocity.  When  Calaline, 
with  a band  of  profligate  associates,  conspired  against  the  lives,  and  liberty  of 
Koine,  they  sacrificed  a Man,  and  ate  of  his  flesh,  as  a pledge  of  their  secrecy  and 
fidelity!  No  other  case,  where  the  objects  and  the  pledge  are  so  nearly  allied,  can 
be  found  to  disgrace  the  annals  of  barbarity! 

In  the  degree  of  the  Thrice  Illustrious  Knights  of  the  Cross,  they  swear  as  fol- 
lows : 

“You  furthermore  swear,  that  should  you  know  another  to  violate  any  essential  part 
of  this  obligation,  you  will  use  your  most  decided  endeavors,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  to 
bring  such  person  to  the  strictest  and  most  condign  punishment,  agreeably  to  the  rule# 
aud  usuages  of  our  ancient  fiaternity.” 

These  Oaths  are,  all  of  them,  of  the  most  extraordinary  character.  They  are 
administered  without  the  authority  of  law,  by  men  assembled  in  darkness;  shut 
up  in  secret  conclave,  and  guarded  with  a naked  sword. 

They  are  administered  by  officers  irresponsible  to  the  public;  holding  their 
power  by  commissions  independent  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country; 
and  yet,  by  viitue  of  that  power,  they  subject  their  members  to  penalties  of  the 
most  barbarous  and  revolting  kind,  for  offences,  not  against  the  American  Com- 
rnonwealth,  but  against  the  empire  of  Free-Masonry . 

Will  any  one  pretend  that  these  oaths  are  not  of  an  immoral  and  irreligious  kind? 
Independent  of  the  principles  which  they  inculcate,  are  not  their  very  terms  of  an 
unholy  and  blasphemous  character?  They  repeatedly  invoke  the  name  of  Jehovajh, 
and  imprecate  his  vengeance  on  the  violation  of  promises  made  to  a tribunal  con- 
stituted without  warrant  of  law;  created  for  no  purposes  of  government — for  no 
legal  ends.  Where  will  the  Christian,  in  his  Bible  or  moral  creed,  fiud  authority 
for  thus  taking  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God  in  vain? 

But  the  principles  which  they  inculcate,  if  carried  into  practice,  are  the  ruin  of 
moral  obligation  and  religious  feeling.  Below  the  Master  Mason’s  degree,  the 
deformity  of  their  designs  is  carefully  concealed.  The  lower  degrees  are  intend- 
ed merely  to  cement  the  fraternity  together,  and  prepare  them  for  higher  moral 
and  political  treason.  In  the  Master’s  degree,  however,  you  find  they  swear  to 
"keep  all  the  secrets  of  a Master  Mason,  except  murder  and  treason,  and  they  left 
at  their  own  election.”  Here,  then,  if  a Master  Mason  knows  of  a larceny,  robbe- 
ry, burglary  or  other  crime,  he  is  bound  by  his  Masonic  Oath  to  keep  it  concealed 
from  all  the  world.  He  is  not  only  prohibited  from  coming  forward  to  lodge  com- 
plaint, that  the  culprit  may  be  brought  to  justice;  but  if  called  on  as  a witness,  he 
is  compelled  either  to  perjure  himself  to  screen  his  brother,  or  to  remain  silent  in 
contempt  ofthe  law.  His  masonic  oaths  ever  have,  and  ever  will  triumph  over  hi* 
duties  to  society;  for  the  penalty  of  perjury  or  contumacious  silence  is  far  less  aw- 
ful than  those  incurred  by  the  revelation  of  masonic  secrets.  The  one  is  punish - 
ished  with  fine  and  imprisonment  only;  the  other  with  death  in  its  most  terrific 
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form.  Bat  this  selfish  combination  of  secret  monopolizers  were  not  content  to 
stop  here.  Tiieir  lives  were  not  secure  under  the  commission  of  every  crime. — 
In  the  Royal  Arch  degree  they  swear,  “to  extricate  each  other  from  every  diffi- 
culty, whether  right  or  wrong."  And  “to  keep  each  other’s  secrets,  murder  and 
treason  not  excepted."  Here  the  axe  is  laid  at  the  root  of  the  tree  of  morality. — 
Here  is  the  perversion  of  all  social  principles;  the  breaking  up  of  the  elements  of 
society.  Here,  if  they  abide  by  the  principles  of  their  order,  is  a chartered  band 
of  lawless  incendiaries,  invited  to  the  commission  of  crime  by  immunity  from  pun- 
ishment. A corporate  body,  associated  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  defiance  to  the 
law  and  mocking  at  justice  ! 

But  look  a little  further  at  the  daring  ceremonies  which  are  enacted  within  their 
sable  walls.  Their  high  priest,  who  makes  no  pretensions  to  piety;  who  perhaps 
is  yet  steaming  with  the  fumes  of  their  convivial  banquet,  clothes  himself  with 
the  habiliments  of  the  sacred  order  of  the  priesthood — and  with  “Holiness  to  the 
Lord”  inscribed  on  his  garments;  he  ventures  with  unhallowed  lips  to  address  his 
God,  and  ask  his  blessing  on  their  unholy  orgies.  He  rises  by  degrees  from  his 
earthly  condition,  casts  off  the  degradation  of  a created  being;  usurps  the  bearing 
and  prerogative  of  the  Creator;  makes  the  bush  burn  and  not  be  consumed;  at- 
tempts to  imitate  the  voice  of  Him,  who  spake  in  thunder.  Commands  the  pre. 
tended  Moses  “Put  off  the  shoes  from  off  thy  feet  for  the  ground  whereon  thou 
standest  is  holy!” 

But  the  daring  of  these  kings  of  earth  and  usurpers  of  Heaven,  does  not  stop 
here.  In  the  Knight  Templar’s  degree,  the  candidate,  you  have  seen,  is  placed 
beside  a coffin,  which  is  a part  of  the  furniture  ot  every  well  provided  lodge,  and  is 
then  made  to  drink  from  a Human  Skull.  They  then  point  out  to  him  Jesus  as- 
cending to  his  Father.  This  is  represented  by  a transparent  painting,  behind 
■which  is  placed  a lamp.  Was  such  bold  blasphemy  as  this,  ever  attempted  else- 
where on  earth,  even  in  the  den  of  the  most  desperate  out-laws?  How  can  such 
scoffers  expect  to  escape  the  fate  of  Nadab  and  Abihu,  who  offered  strange  firs 
before  the  Lord? 

But  it  is  objected;  that  this  institution  can  not  be  thus  profane  and  demor&liz- 
ing;  for  that  many  great  and  good  men  have  belonged,  and  still  do  belong  to  it. — 
This  argument  although  it  has  great  influence  in  community,  is  very  far  from  be- 
ing conclusive,  or  tending  to  prove  the  fact  which  it  is  intended  to  establish.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that  they  know  nothing  of  the  objects  of  the  institution  until 
they  have  become  members.  They  have  then  passed  the  Rubicon — they  cannot 
return.  They  have  submitted  to  the  degrading  ceremonies;  they  have  taken  the 
awful  oaths.  They  have  subjected  themselves  to  the  certain  penalty  of  death,  if 
they  prove  recreant.  Until  very  lately,  no  one  dared  to  disclose  their  abomina- 
tions. The  dagger  of  the  secret  executioner  of  this  hidden  tribunal  awaited  alike 
the  rich  and  the  poor;  the  high  and  the  low;  the  virtuous  and  the  vicious,  who  dar- 
ed renounce  their  connection,  and  expose  their  wickedness.  The  good  therefore 
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who  had  been  ensnared,  remained  Masons  for  fear  of  Masonic  vengeance.  For 
Masonry  was  all-powerful.  They  boasted  “that  a world  in  arms  could  not  resist 
it.”  The  good  and  the  great  therefore  quietly  submitted.  And  many  of  them 
still  remained  good;  for  their  virtuous  qualities  warred  with  the  evil  ot  Masonry, 
and  raised  them  above  even  its  vile  influence.  The  good  preponderated;  but  that 
does  not  prove  that  there  was  not  a heavy  weight  of  evil  in  the  other  scale.  The 
great  remained  good  and  great,  not  through  the  influence,  but  in  spite  of  Mason, 
ry.  This  does  not  purify  it;  but  it  proves  that  the  wisest  and  best  among  us,  are 
not  free  from  tho  speck  of  pollution;  are  not  free  from  the  arts  of  the  deceiver. — 
The  sun  is  a glorious  luminary.  All  bless  its  benign  influence;  its  cheering  rays 
and  fertilizing  effects.  But  yet  there  are  spots  on  it,  without  which  it  would  be 
still  more  luminous.  Because  darkness  has  fixed  itself  on  some  portion  of  the  sun, 
does  that  prove  that  no  such  thing  exists?  Or  does  it  render  it  lovely  or  cheerful 
in  itself ! 

YVe  would  not  censure  any  man  for  having  become  a Mason.  Ho  knew  not 
what  he  did.  It  was  his  misfortune  rather  than  his  fault.  VVe  do  not  wonder, 
that  heretofore  they  remained  silent  after  they  discovered  it?  folly  and  sin.  The 
lion’s  grip  of  the  order  was  on  their  throat.  But  now,  when  the  danger  is  past, 
we  confess  ourselves  astonished,  that  good  and  virtuous  men;  men  wearing  the 
garb  of  religion,  should  still  adhere  to  its  iniquities;  should  still  sustain  and  up. 
hold  it.  Every  honest  man,  who  knows  what  Masonry  is,  must  and  will  coudemn 
them  for  refusing  to  renounce  their  connection  with  it.  For  still  clinging  fast 
hold  on  the  skirts  of  her  garments,  although  they  are  dripping,  and  slippery  with 
tlie  blood  of  her  immolated  victims. 

Having  shown  that  Masonry  is  immoral  and  irreligious,  we  will  now  show  that 
it  is  inconsistent  with  permanent  liberty. 

All  secret  associations  are  dangerous  to  liberty;  they  afford  tempting  opportu- 
nities  for  illegal  machinations.  If  they  intend  nothing  but  legitimate  and  fair 
objects,  there  can  be  no  cause  for  secrecy:  no  one  would  molest  them  for  pursuing 
such  purposes.  Secrecy  is  therefore  not  only  the  cause,  but  the  evidence  of  iniqui- 
ty in  self  constituted  assemblies. 

But  the  disclosures  shew  the  ultimate  objects  of  Masonry  to  be  hostile  to  equal 
rights.  It  confers  orders  of  nobility.  It  creates  Kings,  Priests,  Knights  and 
Royal  Arch  Companions.  It  is  gradually  accustoming  republican  ears  to  relish 
the  sound  of  Aristocratic  titles.  Custom  is  powerful,  and  reconciles  us  to  almost 
any  thing.  Let  us  beware  then  how  we  foster  the  love  of  royal  epithets. 

One  of  the  chief  objects  of  Masonry  is  to  create  a distinction  between  the  “Sons 
of  Light,”  and  the  uninitiated.  They  swear  “to  promote  each  other’s  political  pre- 
ferment in  preference  to  another.”  This  principle  at  once  destroys  equality  of 
rights  and  privileges.  And  the  vow  is  not  a dead  letter.  It  is  acted  on  through- 
out the  Union.  Four-sixths  of  all  the  high  and  profitable  offices  in  the  State  and 
General  Governments,  are  held  by  Masons.  More  than  twenty  of  the  twonty-four 
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States  are  governed  by  the  Fraternity.  They  have  the  same  proportion  on  the 
bench.  Your  President  is  Grand  Master  of  Tennessee;  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
Great  Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Union.  Almost  all  the  indicated  heads  of  depart- 
ment are  of  the  same  order.  No  one  is  permitted  to  be  nominated  for  the  Presi- 
dency but  a Mason.  Henry  Clay  is  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky.  This  wonder- 
ful monopoly  is  effected  by  a band  of  men,  who  constitute  but  one-twentieth  part 
of  our  voters.  Surely  there  is  a magic  influence  in  Free-Masonry!  They  do  effec- 
tually “promote  each  other’s  political  preferment.” 

But  it  has  one  more  characteristic  still  more  fatal  and  overwhelming.  It  cor- 
rupts the  fountains  of  justice.  It  stays  the  arm  of  the  law.  It  stops  the  regular 
action  of  government.  It  hinds  the  mind  in  darkness. 

There  are  two  things,  which  are  indispensable  to  the  continued  existence  of 
national  liberty,  I mean  the  independence  of  the  public  press,  and  the  pure  and 
impartial  administration  of  justice.  Both  these  are  destroyed  by  the  tyranny  of 
Masonry.  Its  oaths  prevent  Masons  from  publishing  any  thing  against  the  Insti- 
tution, and  from  patronizing  those  who  do.  And  how  have  their  practical  opera- 
tions corresponded  with  their  alledged  principles7  Cast  your  eyes  from  Maine  to 
Missouri;  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  western  waters — survey  every  Masonic  page 
which  has  been  ushered  to  the  world,  since  Morgan’s  bloody  tragedy;  and  in  which 
of  them  will  you  find  a history  of  that  bloody  deed!  Important  trials  growing  out 
of  that  transaction,  have  been  going  on  in  New  York  for  the  last  four  years;  trials 
which  have  assumed  a deep  interest,  inasmuch  as  they  were  an  investigation  of 
the  principles  of  an  extended  society.  Trials  which  have  become  a part  of  the 
history  of  our  country;  and  yet  not  one  of  them  has  been  placed  on  Masonic  re- 
cord. These  faithless  sentinels  of  liberty  have  suffered  themselves  to  be  hood, 
winked;  and  have  refused  to  sound  the  alarm,  although  the  enemy  was  before,  a- 
round  and  in  the  very  midst  of  us! 

But  what  is  still  more  fearful,  this  prostituted  harlot  has  entered  the  Courts  of 
Justice;  and  seduced  the  venerable  Judges  into  her  foul  embraces.  They  too,  have 
sworn  to  “extricate  abiother  from  all  difficulties,  whether  right  or  wrong."  The 
all  prevailing  “sign  of  distress”  when  thrown  by  a culprit  in  the  bar  to  a brother 
on  the  bench  or  in  the  jury  box,  outweighs  the  evidence;  makes  the  judicial  scales 
tremble  in  unequal  hands;  robs  justice  of  its  due,  and  honesty  of  its  rights.  The 
late  trials  at  Lockport,  if  they  could  have  been  given  to  the  public;  if  the  press  had 
not  joined  fellowship  with  assassins — would  have  convinced  every  impartial  mind, 
that  this  is  not  a mere  figment  of  fancy,  but  sad,  and  sober  reality.  Nor  has  this 
injury  been  confined  to  those  cases  alone.  Ever  since  this  institution  existed,  the 
whole  community  have  been  robbed  of  their  rights,  and  plundered  of  their  estates 
by  its  secret  influence.  The  scales  of  justice  have  been  fraudulently  poised;  the 
pure  Ermine,  which  should  be  as  spotless  as  the  falling  snow,  has  been  polluted, 
and  crimsoned  with  the  blood  of  Masonic  victims.  Let  this  cori  uption  go  on  but 
a little  longer,  and  the  broad  foundations  on  which  you  have  erected  so  fair  a fab. 
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ric  of  liberty  and  happiness,  will  be  rotten  to  the  core;  and  the  superstructure  will 
totter  to  the  dust;  and  nothing-  will  remain  of  the  temple  of  the  revolution,  but 
ruined  fragments  to  build  palaces  for  petty  tyrants! 

IIow  is  this  Institution  to  be  destroyed? 

Not  by  silently  indicating  your  disapprobation  of  it.  It  is  cemented  with  potent 
oaths.  They  meet  opposition  to  it  with  overbearing  insolence;  with  persecution, 
with  calumny  and  with  vengeance.  The  only  way  to  overthrow  it  is  to  under- 
mine its  foundation.  It  is  founded  on  selfishness;  on  the  love  of  gain;  of  private 
emolument  and  personal  ambition.  Remove  these,  or  it  will  continue  to  flourish. 
Refuse  to  trust  adhering  Masons  with  any  office  ol  trust  or  profit,  until  they  are 
shorn  of  their  locks  and  become  like  other  men.  Let  the  means,  by  which  they 
seek  to  monopolize  all  power  be  the  cause  of  their  defeat.  Turn  their  own  weap- 
ons against  themselves.  They  cannot  complain.  Hainan  was  hanged  on  the 
same  gallows  which  he  had  erected  for  another;  and  none  ever  condemned  the 
sentence.  Those  who  think  to  dissolve  this  institution  by  addressing  their  moral 
feelings,  and  sense  of  religious  duty,  will  find,  when  it  is  too  late,  that  they  have 
been  daubing  with  untempered  mortar. 

With  them  it  would  be  useless  to  attempt  to  touch  the  feelings  of  the  heart. — 
They  sneer  at  you,  when  you  point  to  the  unburied  corpse  of  Morgan!  It  were 
idle  folly  to  address  the  sympathies  of  political  partisans.  Although  they  were 
touched  in  strains  as  tender  as  the  mournful  music  of  Opheus,  it  would  fall  una- 
vailingly,on  listless  ears.  It  would  sooner  wring  compassion  from  the  breast  of 
Cerberus  and  his  infernal  attendants,  than  from  those  in  whom  the  iron  mace  of 
party  discipline,  has  crushed  all  the  better  feelings  of  the  heart,  and  compelled 
them  to  sacrifice  truth,  and  honor,  and  patriotism,  on  the  vile  altar  of  personal' 
ambition,  and  party  aggrandizement.  Your  only  effectual  way,  is  to  say  to  the 
institution  politically,  as  it  is  to  be  feared  will  eventually  be  said  to  it,  morally, 
“You  have  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting.” 

But  you  are  told  that  you  cannot  prevail  against  this  powerful  foe.  And  is  it  so 
indeed?  Has  this  institution  been  fostered  among  you,  until  it  has  outgrown  the 
law;  until  it  has  become  stronger  than  the  fountain  of  all  civil  power — the  will  of 
a sovereign  people?  Has  this  scion  of  exotic  growth  struck  its  roots  so  deep  in  the 
soil  of  freedom  that  it  cannot  be  eradicated  by  the  united  strength  of  a whole 
people?  Has  this  base-born  issue  of  a foreign  sire  become  so  powerful,  that  even 
the  young  Lion  of  American  Liberty  cannot  crush  him?  Has  this  serpent  secretly 
soiled  himself  around  us,  until  he  has  reached  our  throat,  and  struck  his  fangs  into 
our  very  life’s-blood? 

If  it  be  so  indeed,  let  those,  who  tremble  at  his  power,  fall  down,  and  worship 
this  bloody  God.  Bow  yourselves  low  in  the  dust  before  him,  and  supplicate  his 
favors.  Perhaps,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  mercy,  he  will  permit  you,  yet  a little 
while,  to  be  his  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water.  To  leed  on  the  crumbs 
from  his  table;  to  touch  the  hem  of  his  sacred  garment  and  live.  But  for  my  sin- 
gle self,  I would  rather  be  the  victim  of  his  fury,  than  the  slave  of  bis  favor! 
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Many,  I know  are  feartul  of  joining'  you  lest  they  should  be  found  in  the  minor, 
ity.  There  are  many  tame  souls,  who  delight  to  dwell  on  neutral  ground;  who 
tremble  lest  they  should  mistake  the  strong  side.  Who  hover  around  the  confines 
ofthe  battle-field,  ready  to  throw  up  their  caps  and  shout  hosannas  to  the  victors. 
Such  meD,  we  would  advise  to  remain  where  they  are,  in  dull  and  useless  sloth, 
fulness.  Those  who  are  not  with  us  in  moral  feeling,  we  are  better  without.  We 
want  no  hireling  forces.  Those  who  address  themselves  to  this  warfare,  must  do 
it  from  love  of  country.  Who  would  not  rather  be  vanquished  with  honorable  as. 
sociates,  in  a glorious  cause,  than  triumph  with  a horde  of  mercenary  traitors?  If 
you  must  fall,  you  will  have  the  consolation  to  know,  that  you  have  lived  while 
there  was  any  thing  worth  living  for.  That  you  will  fall,  only  when  you  are  bu- 
ried beneath  the  ruins  of  the  temple  of  Liberty.  And  who  would  wish  to  outlive 
that  period?  If  this  bloody  monster  must  go  on  from  conquering  to  conquer,  until 
she  has  trampled  on  all  our  rights;  until  she  has  enchained  this  fair  land  in  her 
hidden  thraldom,  who  would  not  rather  become  food  for  worms,  while  the  lamp  of 
liberty  may  yet  light  him  to  his  grave,  than  to  survive  its  extinguishment,  to  grope 
through  ages  of  the  darkness  of  despotism,  a “trembling,  coward  slave?”  Who 
would  not  rather  sleep  with  honor  in  the  Spartan’s  grave,  side  by  side  with  Leoni- 
das, and  his  little  band  of  martyred  patriots,  than  to  ride  triumphant  o’er  a pros- 
trate world,  with  the  principles  and  company  ofNeroes  and  Calligulas?  If  any 
such  recreant  freemen  there  are,  “let  them  turn  and  flee.” 

But  there  is  no  danger.  Our  country’s  cause  must  finally  prevail.  Truth  and 
Justice  will  triumph;  and  the  victory  will  be  given,  and  the  walls  of  this  unholy- 
city  will  fall  before  the  “sword  of  the  Lord  and  of  Gideon.’  ’ 

The  foregoing  Speech  occasioned  the  following  publication  in  the  Gettysburg 
“Republican  Compiler,”  published  by  Mr.  Lefever — which  is  the  Libel  that  was  the 
foundation  of  this  suit — in  the  following  words — to  wit: 

Communicated. 

“Extract  of  a letter  from  a Gentleman  in  Hagerstown,  dated 

12th  June,  1831. 

“You  have  probably  seen  a notice  in  the  newspapers,  for  a Public  Meeting  to 
be  held  in  this  town,  on  the  4th  June,  and  signed  “Many  Anti-Masons.”  From 
the  name  calling  the  meeting,  curiosity  was  excited,  and  when  the  day  and  hour 
came,  a considerable  number  of  citizens  assembled.  After  some  preliminary  steps, 
the  meeting  was  addressed  by  a Mr.  Stevens,  from  your  State;  a stout  man,  about 
40  years  of  age,  with  a bald  head,  and  lame.  From  his  address  the  people  learned 
the  object  of  the  meeting  and  his  mission  to  our  State,  to  inoculate  us  with  Anti- 
Masonry.  I will  say  nothing  of  the  impudence  of  an  individual  coming  from  one 
State  into  another,  for  the  purpose  ofinstructing,  or  enlightening  the  people  of  the 
Stale  to  which  he  goes,  upon  the  subject  of  their  moral  or  political  character — 
You  have  but  to  see  the  man  and  hear  him  speak,  in  private  or  public,  to  be  satis- 
fied, as  I am,  that  he  is  incapable  of  feeling  upon  that  or  any  other  matter,  aright. 
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Of  his  speecli  it  is  enough  to  say,  that  it  was  a compound  of  the  vilest  slanddrs, 
barefaced  falsehood,  and  pandemoniac  malignity,  against  a large  and  respectable 
portion  of  our  citizens,  that  ever  fell  from  the  lips  of  any  man:  and  the  effect  upon 
honest  men  of  all  parties,  has  been,  not  silent  contempt,  but  has  called  forth  deep 
and  deserved  execration  upon  its  author.  He  and  those  of  his  Yankee  kindred 
who  sent  him  heie,  must  have  presumed  largely  upon  the  ignorance  and  stupidity 
ot  the  Marylanders,  if  they  supposed  our  moral  or  political  character  could  be 
changed  by  such  means,  and  through  such  an  agent.  We  are  not  so  easily  duped, 
and,  be  it  known  to  them,  that  we  have  intelligence  and  self-esteem  enough  to  re- 
quire and  bo  well  assured,  that  any  man  or  set  of  men,  who  attempt  to  change  our 
course,  or  revolutionize  our  opinions,  must  come  to  us  with  pure  hearts  and  clean 
hands.  If  they  talk  to  us  of  crimes  and  murder,  we  must  know  that  they  have  no 
blood  in  their  skirts.  If  a change  in  politics  or  religion  be  their  object,  we  must 
have  assurance  that  they  are  honest.  Those  must  not  come,  in  whose  wake  is 
heard  the  wail  of  the  widow  and  the  orphan,  or  rioting  in  the  spoils  of  the  unfor- 
tunate. If  such  do,  they  may  rest  assured  that  they  will  meet  the  lull  measure  of 
their  reward — not  from  any  party  in  politics  or  religion,  but  from  all.  We  may 
hold  different  opinions  among  ourselves,  but  we  are  all  citizens  of  the  same  State, 
and  we  glory  in  the  fact.  And  when  a foreign  influence  attempts  to  direct  or  con- 
trol our  course,  we  feel  and  act  as  freemen;  and  the  intruder,  to  a certainty,  will 
feel  the  full  force  of  our  united  strength.  I rejoice  that  the  men  who  have  got  up 
and  are  conducting,  the  proscription,  and,  of  all  others,  the  most  despicable  faction 
that  ever  existed  in  any  country,  under  the  name  of  Anti-Masonic,  cannot  claim 
Pennsylvania  as  the  place  of  their  birth;  but  that  they  have  been  imported  from 
that  part  of  our  country  proverbial  for  their  tricks  and  frauds;  and  as  the  venders 
of  the  most  worthless  and  deceptive  of  commodities,  flannel  sausages,  wooden  nut- 
megs, and  horn  gun  flints:  and,  if  their  present  and  grand  speculation,  Anti-Ma- 
sonry, does  not  prove  as  worthless  and  disgusting  to  the  people,  ere  a summer  shall 
have  passed,  it  will  prove  that  the  wicked  are  permitted  to  flourish  for  a time,  to 
admonish  us  of  our  short  comings.  You  are  aware  that  I am  not  a Mason,  and  do 
not  pretend  to  know  aught  of  the  principles  of  their  order — but  when  I recur  to 
those  of  my  personal  acquaintances,  and  learn  from  history  of  others  who  have 
been  Masons,  and  contrast  the  men  and  their  characters  with  any  and  all  of  the 
Anti-Masonic  party,  I cannot  for  a moment  hesitate  where  iny  confidence  ought  to 
be  placed.  IVo,  the  name  of  Washington  is  enough  to  bury  their  whole  faction  in 
the  dust.  Yours  with  esteem,  7 
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Deposition  of  James  J.  Shedd , Esq.  of  Ohio. 

THADDEUS  STEVENS,  1 In  the  Circuit  Court  of 
vs.  > Adams  County,  Pa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER.  7 December  Term,  1831. 
State  of  Ohio,  Montgomery  Co.  SS. 

The  Deposition  of  JAMES  A.  SHEDD,  of  Dayton,  County  of  Mont- 
gomery, State  of  Ohio,  taken  at  the  office  of  James  A.  Shedd,  in  the  town 
of  Dayton,  the  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty. three,  pursuant  to  directions  contained  in  the  enclosed 
commission,  directed  to  us  the  subscribers,  by  order  of  the  Honorable 
Circuit  Court  of  Adams  County,  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  read  in  a 
cause  now  pending  in  said  Court,  in  which  Tiiaddeus  Stevens  is  Plain- 
tiff, and  Jacob  Lefever,  Defendant — as  follows,  (to  wit:) 

Interrogatory  lsf,  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff. 

1.  Are  you  a Free-Mason?  If  so,  slate  where  made,  and  how  many  degrees  you  have 
taken;  and  please  state  the  Obligation  or  Oath  attached  to  each  degree;  and  if  you  are 
a Royal  Arch  Companion,  describe  the  scene  of  the  Burning  Bush,  as  represented  in 
the  Lodge  or  Chapter. 

Answer  by  Deponent  to  Plaintiff's  1st  Question: 

I became  a member  of  Pacific  Lodge,  in  Amherst,  Massachusetts,  in 
June,  1826;  in  which  Lodge,  I took  the  Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow 
Craft,  and  Master  Mason’s  degrees.  In  September  following,  I left  N. 
England,  and  went  to  reside  at  Fort  Niagara,  State  of  New  lork;  and 
while  in  that  vicinity,  1 took  the  Mark  Master’s,  Past  Master’s,  Most  Ex- 
cellent Master’s  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  in  the  Benevolent  Chapter  at 
Lewiston,  in  said  County;  over  which  Chapter  Col.  Wm.  King  presided 
ns  High  Priest.  Of  the  Oaths  or  Obligations  which  were  administered 
to  me  at  my  introduction  into  the  several  degrees  I have  taken,  1 remem- 
ber those  of  the  three  first — having  committed  them  to  memory  before 
1 left  New  England,  and  they  are  to  be  found  as  administered  to  me  hv 
Mr.  Thayer,  Master  of  Pacific  Lodge,  in  the  Appendix  marked  A.  which 
is  made  a part  of  this  Deposition.  The  obligations  of  the  four  higher 
degrees,  I never  committed  to  memory,  nor  were  they,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  ever  repeated  to  me,  except  when  administered  to  me,  nor 
in  my  hearing,  except  two  or  three  times  to  others  at  their  introduction. 
And  in  March,  1827,1  discontinued  my  attendance  at  Lodge  meetings, 
and  have  never  been  at  one  since.  But  still  I remember  many  portions 
of  them,  though  not  with  sufficient  clearness  to  enable  me  to  write  them 
out  in  full. 

When  I received  the  oath  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  two  others  were 
blindfolded  and  bound  with  me,  and  the  embarrassment  consequent  upon 
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such  a situation  prevented  me  from  paying  much  attention  to  it.  But  I 
remember  the  clause  which  required  me  to  “assist  a brother  Royal  Arch 
Companion,  when  engaged  in  any  difficulty,  and  to  espouse  his  cause,  so 
far  as  to  extricate  him  from  the  same,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong.” 
It  was  talked  of  among  the  fraternity,  and  understood  by  them,  that  it 
was  not  prudent  to  entrust  to  Masons  of  the  lower  degrees,  the  important 
secrets  relative  to  the  Morgan  Conspiracy,  that  they  could  only  be  en- 
trusted with  entire  safety  to  Royal  Arch  Masons,  who  were  bound  by  a 
stronger  oath  than  Master  Masons.  For  this  reason,  some  were  strong- 
ly solicited  to  become  Royal  Arch  Companions;  and  some  Masons  of  the 
lower  degrees,  who  joined  the  Chapter,  were  never  required  to  pay  any 
fee.  They  were  then  considered  as  safer  depositories  of  the  secrets  of 
the  Morgan  conspiracy.  In  the  Royal  Arch  Obligation  which  was  ad- 
ministered to  me,  I cannot  say  whether  the  clause  relative  to  keeping 
secret  murder  and  treason, varied  from  the  clause  concerning  those  crimes, 
in  the  Master  Mason’s  Obligation  or  not. 

The  following  circumstance,  however,  and  what  I have  above  stated, 
induce  me  to  believe  that  Murder  and  Treason  were  not  excepted;  for 
1 was  present  when  Col.  Jewett  and  two  others  received  the  Royal  Arch 
Obligation,  and  after  it  was  administered  by  Col.  King,  some  one  re- 
marked to  him  that  he  had  omitted  the  clause  respecting  murder  and 
treason;  which  he  then  repeated  to  them,  and  according  to  my  best  re- 
collection, it  was,  that  they  must  keep  all  the  secrets  of  a Brother  Roy- 
al Arch  Companion  entrusted  to  them  as  such,  Murder  and  Treason 
not  excepted;  and  Col.  Jewett  promised  to  consider  it  the  same  as  tho’ 
it  had  been  administered  in  due  order.  The  penalty  of  the  Royal  Arch 
Obligation  was,  that  I should  have  my  skull  smote  off,  and  my  brains  ex- 
posed to  the  scorching  rays  of  the  meridian  sun,  should  I knowingly  or 
willfully,  violate  or  transgress  any  part  of  this  my  solemn  oath,  or  obli- 
gation, of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

I remember  the  scene  ot  the  Burning  Bush  as  represented  in  the  Chap- 
ter, and  it  occurred  soon  after  the  obligation  was  administered  to  me. — 
While  myself  and  the  two  who  were  bound  with  me,  (with  a rope  which 
passed  seven  times  around  our  respective  bodies,  and  thus  attached  to 
each  other,)  were  being  conducted  round  the  room,  some  one  was  read- 
ing the  passage  of  scripture  found  in  Exodus,  “Now  Moses  kept  the  flock 
of  Jethro  his  father-in-law  Priest  of  Midian,  and  he  led  the  flock  to  the 
back  side  of  the  desert,  and  came  to  the  mountain  of  God  even  Horeb. — 
And  theangel  of  tire  Lord  appeared  unto  him  in  a flame  of  fire  out  of  the 
midst  of  the  bush;  and  he  looked,  and  behold  the  bush  burned  with  fire, 
and  the  bush  was  not  consumed.”  By  this  time  we  had  arrived,  be.ing 
hlindfolded  and  led  by  our  conductor,  to  the  bush,  when  «ome  one  pulled 
down  the  bandage  from  our  eyes,  and  the  bush  appeared  before  us,  burn- 
ing with  exceeding  brilliancy.  Some  one  then  personating  Deity,  call- 
ed out  from  behind  the  bush,  “Moses!”  “Moses!”  and  our  conductor 
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answered,  “here  am  I.”  The  person  then  behind  the  bush  proceeded 
“ Draw  not  nigh  hither;  put  off  thy  shoes  from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place 
on  which  thou  standest  is  holy  ground.  1 am  the  God  of  thy  fathers, 
the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.”  While 
the  person  behind  the  bush  was  reading  the  above  extract,  our  conduc- 
tor stooped  down,  and  took  off  one  of  the  slippers  from  my  feet,  and  when 
the  passage  was  concluded,  they  immediately  covered  my  eyes  with  the 
bandage,  while  a voice  was  again  heard  saying,  "And  Moses  hid  his  face 
for  he  was  afraid  to  look  upon  God” 

Interrogatory  Second  by  plaintiff 

State  fully  any  knowledge  which  you  may  have  of  the  abduction  and  fate  of  William 
Morgan, late  of  Batavia,New  York — the  causes  for  which  he  was  kidnapped, the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  done,  aud  by  whom,  whether  by  Masons  or  others.  And  if  by 
Masons,  whether  it  was  done  in  pursuance  of  their  Masonic  Obligations.  State  also 
whether  you  know  that  any  Masonic  body  as  such  took  any  part  in  the  perpetration 
thereof,  or  in  screening,  aiding,  or  abetting,  the  offenders.  State  fully  all  you  know 
relative  to  that  offence,  whether  witnessed  by  yourself,  or  known  through  regular 
Masonic  communication. 

Answer — In  anwering  the  above,  I will  state  every  thing  in  the  order 
in  which  it  transpired,  whether  witnessed  by  myself,  or  made  known  to 
me  through  regular  Masonic  communication. 

I left  Ringe,  New  Hampshire,  about  the  3d  of  September,  1826,  for 
the  West  of  New  York,  to  obtain  employment  as  a school  teacher.  1 
had  for  many  years  been  acquainted  with  Col.  Jewett,  at  that  time  Su- 
periritendent  of  Fort  Niagara;  and  1 went  to  that  place,  believing  he 
would  render  me  all  the  assistance  in  his  power.  I arrived  at  the  Fort, 
I think,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  of  September,  and  had  been  there 
but  a short  time  when  two  messengers,  who  were  Masons,  came  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  a place  in  which  to  confine  Morgan, until  they  could 
make  arrangements  with  the  Canadian  Masons  to  have  him  secretly 
conveyed  out  of  the  country.  Col.  Jewett,  who  was  a Mason,  and  to 
whom  I made  myself  known  as  such  on  my  arrival,  stated  to  me,  as  a 
Mason,  that  one  Morgan  had  been  revealing  the  Secrets  of  Masonry, and 
that  the  Masons  in  the  west  of  New  York  were  about  to  engage  in  a 
high-handed  measure,  without  a parallel  perhaps  in  the  history  of  the 
world,  except  when  King  Stanislaus  was  forcibly  carried  away  by  the 
Poles — which  measure  was  to  seize  Morgan,  a free  citizen,  convey  him, 
by  force,  out  of  the  country — transport  him  to  Quebec, or  Montreal,  and 
from  thence  to  England,  if  they  could  find  a British  vessel  whose  Com- 
mander was  a Mason.  He  stated  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
Masons  to  do  him  any  harm — that  he  was  an  intemperate  man,  and  that 
the  welfare  of  his  family  would  be  promoted  by  his  absence,  for  the  Fra- 
ternity intended  to  provide  for  them.  He  stated, that  however  reluctant 
he  might  feel  to  engage  in  the  transaction,  yet  he  felt  himself  compelled 
when  called  upon  as  a Mason  to  render  his  assistance, and  furnish  a place 
for  the  reception  of  Morgan  ; that  if  he  was  certain  Government  would 
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deprive  him  of  his  post  in  consequence  of  his  participation  in  that  affaify 
still  he  felt  bound  to  lend  his  aid,  and  the  Fraternity  would  be  obliged  to 
indemnify  him  for  any  losses  he  might  sustain,  since  this  affair  was  for 
the  benefit  of  Masonry. 

One  of  the  messengers  left  with  him  a letter  of  introduction  to  one 
McBride,  a Mason,  residtng  in  Canada, and  at  that  time  a member  of  the 
Provincial  Parliament;  and  he  was  requested  to  go,  and  with  the  assis- 
tance of  McBride,  complete  some  arrangements  with  the  Canadian  Ma- 
sons concerning  the  abduction  of  Morgan — which  arrangements  the 
messengers  had  already  commenced.  The  health  of  Col.  Jewett  was  at 
that  time  feeble, and  it  being  a laborious  task  to  row  a boat  across  Niagara 
River,  he  requested  me  to  go  with  him  and  lend  my  assistance;  which  I 
did.  On  entering  the  village  of  Niagara, Col.  Jewett  accosted  a stranger 
standing  in  the  street,  and  made  inquiry, as  1 supposed, for  the  person  to 
whom  the  letter  was  directed.  After  some  conversation,  which  1 could 
not  understand,  the  stranger  remarked,  “I  suppose  I understand  your 
business — we  shall  soon  have  a meeting  of  the  Lodge;”  and  he  invited 
us  to  enter.  About  ten  Masons  were  present,  a Tyler  was  stationed  at 
the  door,  but  the  Lodge  was  not  opened  in  due  form.  Col.  Jewett  stated 
to  them  the  object  of  his  visit,  and  informed  them  that  it  was  the  object 
of  the  Masons  to  suppress  Morgan’s  Book.  A debate  of  some  length  and 
animation  arose  respecting  the  course  most  proper  to  be  pursued  ; and 
on  that  occasion,  a Mason,  whom  I afterwards  learned  to  be  Garside,  de- 
clared openly,  that  Morgan  ought  to  suffer  death  for  breaking 
his  Masonic  Obligations.  He  was  promptly  put  down  by  another 
Mason,  a gentleman  of  very  respectable  appearance,  who  I understood 
lived  about  40  miles  from  that  place.  This  gentleman  declared,  that 
nothing  could  induce  him  to  be,  in  any  manner,  accessary  to  the  murder 
of  a man  ; but  he  would  furnish  money,  freely  and  willingly,  to  aid  in 
transporting  Morgan  out  of  the  country,  and  in  suppressing  the  Book. 
After  some  discussion,  they  could  arrive  at  no  conclusion  respecting  the 
disposition  to  be  made  of  Morgan,  who  was  expected  to  be  at  Fort  Nia- 
gara very  soon,  and  we  returned. 

We  were  accompanied  from  Canada  to  the  Fort  by  two  Masons,  one 
of  whom  was  Garside;  and  1 understood  from  some  things  that  were  said 
that  evening,  that  when  Morgan  should  arrive, he  would  be  confined  in  a 
secure  Block-house,  situate  in  the  N.  E.  part  of  the  yard  of  the  Fort. 
While  we  four  were  together  that  evening,  Garside  remarked  that  Jfor- 
gan  deserved  to  die  for  revealing  the  Secrets! 

On  the  following  day.Morgan  not  having  arrived,  Col.  Jewett  reques- 
ted me  to  assist  him  in  removing  some  powder  from  the  Magazine, which 
he  alleged  was  spoiling  on  account  of  the  humidity  of  the  room.  I lent 
him  my  assistance,  not  suspecting, however,  that  he  was  preparing  it  for 
the  reception  of  Morgan — for  I supposed  another  building  was  intended 
(or  him,  situated  in  a less  frequented  part  of  the  yard.  The  next  morn- 
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ing,  which  was  the  day  of  the  Installation  of  the  Benevolent  Chapter  at 
Lewiston, I was  informed  by  Col.  Jewett,  that  Morgan  had  been  brought 
and  confined  in  the  Magazine  the  night  before.  Col.  Jewett  and  myself, 
together  with  Eh  Bruce,  went  to  Lewiston  that  day  to  attend  the  Instal- 
lation, onboard  the  steam-boat  Martha  Ogden  ; Giddins,  however,  re- 
mained at  home  to  take  care  of  Morgan,  together  with  a brother-in-law 
from  Lockport,  who  was  a Mason, and  who  came  there  the  night  before. 

The  cause  assigned  by  the  Masons  for  the  seizure  and  abduction  of 
Morgan,  was  his  having  violated  his  Masonic  Oaths  and  revealed  the 
Secrets  of  Free-Masonry.  And  by  his  removal  from  the  country,  they 
hoped  to  be  able  to  suppress  the  publication  of  his  Book  containing  a 
revelation  of  the  Secrets  of  Masonry.  They  viewed  his  Masonic  trea- 
son as  a most  aggravated  offence, and  one  for  which  he  deserved  punish- 
ment; and  some  considered  that  the  Lodge  possessed  the  right  to  pun- 
ish him  for  his  crime.  And  those  Masons  who  were  concerned  in  his 
abduction,  so  far  as  I could  gather  from  their  remarks,  considered  their 
obligations  to  support  and  uphold  Masonry  such  as  would  justify  them 
in  violating  the  laws  of  the  land!  So  far  as  I know,  all  who  were  in 
any  degree  engaged  in  that  conspiracy,  WERE  MASONS, 

At  the  Installation  of  the  Benevolent  Chapter  of  Lewiston,  which  took 
place  on  the  14th  of  September,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cummins,  of  Rochester, 
officiated  as  Clergyman.  A very  large  number  of  the  fraternity  attend- 
ed, and  during  the  service,  Jackson,  the  brother-in-law  of  Giddins,  was 
sent  by  him  to  inform  the  Masons  at  Lewiston  that  Morgan  was  making 
much  disturbance  at  the  Magazine.  I understood  that  some  one  was 
sent  to  silence  him.  After  dinner  I was  present  in  a room  with  several 
Masons,  and  heard  many  remarks  made  concerning  Morgan.  Some 
were  enraged  that  he  should,  have  made  so  much  disturbance  in  his  con- 
finement, and  gave  vent  to  their  feelings  in  bitter  curses.  After  the 
ceremonies  and  festivities  of  the  day  were  past,  1 returned  to  the  Fort, 
seven  miles  below  Lewiston,  in  company  with  at  least  forty  Masons, 
some  of  whom  w'ere  going  to  Rochester  by  way  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  and 
others  intended  returning.  A portion  of  this  company  stopped  at  Gid- 
din’s,  who  kept  a house  of  entertainment.  I saw  several  of  them  walk- 
ing arm  in  arm  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Magazine  where  Morgan  was  con- 
fined, but  l was  an  entire  stranger  to  them;  and  Col.  Jewett  and  myself 
not  only  agreed  to  keep  aloof  fiom  their  consultations,  but  not  even  to  go 
to  the  Magazine  to  see  Morgan — to  which  resolution  I adhered,  and  I 
never  saw  Morgan  while  there,  nor  in  my  life,  and  knew  not,  until  king 
after,  what  was  transacted  that  night  by  the  fraternity. 

Morgan  remained  a prisoner  at  the  Fort  according  to  mv  best  recol- 
lection,five  days  and  nights.  On  Saturday  subsequent  to  the  Installation, 
Garside,  who  was  present  at  the  consultation  held  in  the  Lodge  in  Cana- 
da, came  to  me  at  the  Fort,  and  asked  me  if  Morgan  was  still  in  the 
Magazine.  I replied  that  1 presumed  he  was,  but  had  not  seen  him. — 
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He  then  stated  that  Morgan  deserved  to  die  for  revealing  the  Secrets 
of  Masonry;  that  he  would  rejoice  to  have  an  opportunity  to  put  him  to 
death;  and  if  hereof  ter  he  was  to  be  punished  for  the  deed,  he  Would 

WILLINGLY  ASCEND  TIIE  SCAFFOLD,  AND  GLORY  TO  DIE  AS  A MARTYR  IN 

the  cause  of  Masonry.  He  asked  me  if  I would  go  and  introduce  him 
to  Col.  King,  that  he  might  obtain  his  consent  to  put  Morgan  to  death 
in  the  Magazine.  But  I refused  to  go. 

On  the  morning  after  the  removal  of  Morgan,  Col.  Jewett  and  myself 
were  walking  in  the  yard  of  the  Fort,  and  were  met  by  Elisha  Adams, 
who  had  the  custody  of  Morgan  most  of  the  time  during  his  confinement 
in  the  Magazine.  He  told  us  they  had  taken  Morgan  away,  for  he  was 
not  then  in  the  Magazine.  We  went  with  him  to  the  door,  he  applied 
his  mouth  to  it  and  called  Morgan!  Morgan!  Morgan!  three  times, 
but  no  one  answered;  he  unlocked  the  door,  and  we  entered.  I then  saw 
what  convinced  me  that  some  one  had  been  there  confined  for  several 
days.  On  the  North  side  of  the  room,  was  a quantity  of  straw  on  which 
a person  had  lain;  a pitcher  and  decanter  were  also  there  found;  a plank 
broken,  a large  cartridge-box  for  cannon,  which  Morgan  had  used  for 
the  calls  of  nature;  also  a silk  flag  handkerchief.  Col.  King  soon  join- 
ed us  at  the  Magazine.  He  spoke  of  Morgan’s  having  been  there,  but 
said  nothing  about  his  fate.  I was  requested  to  destroy  the  handker- 
chief, which  I did  by  throwing  it  in  a deep  vault,  and  every  trace  which 
Morgan  left  was  obliterated,  and  the  room  set  in  order.  I was  not  then 
satisfied  to  the  probable  fate  of  Morgan.  However,  I supposed  that  the 
Masons  in  Canada  had  finally  concluded  to  lend  their  aid,  and  had  taken 
him  to  Quebec  or  Montreal,  for  I had  understood  from  Jewett  that  a man 
in  Canada,  who  was  a half  Indian  and  a Mason,  had  agreed  to  take  charge 
of  him  on  his  journey. 

Every  circumstance  connected  with  that  conspiracy,  which  either  oc- 
curred within  my  observation,  or  was  communicated  to  me  Masonically, 

I was  bound  by  my  obligations  to  keep  inviolate  in  my  bosom,  and  had 
no  more  liberty  to  disclose  them,  than  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  Masonry. 
The  abduction  of  Morgan  and  the  suppression  of  his  book,  were  Mason- 
ic measures,  undertaken  by  Masons,  for  the  benefit  of  Masonry;  and  so 
long  as  I considered  my  obligations  binding,  I was  compelled  to  keep  the 
things  I saw,  and  which  were  entrusted  to  me  by  Masons,  inviolably  se-  - 
cret. 

When  the  Masons  saw,  during  the  subsequent  winter,  that  efforts 
would  be  made  to  bring  them  to  punishment  for  their  crimes;  they  held 
frequent  meetings,  and  encouraged  each  other  to  hold  out  to  the  last,  and 
not  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  that  conspiracy.  Some  were  apprehen- 
sive lest  Giddins  should  betray  them,  and  they  proposed  to  raise  money 
foi  him  to  leave  the  country.  I was  requested  to  go  to  Lewiston  and 
state  to  some  of  the  fraternity  there  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
the  disclosure  of  Giddins,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of  procuring  money 
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for  his  departure — which  I did.  A messenger,  a Mason,  was  immedi- 
ately sent  from  Lewiston  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara — who  despatched  an- 
other, as  I understood  to  Lockport,  to  ascertain  what  sum  could  be  rais- 
ed in  that  Chapter.  1 subsequently  learned  that  they  had  already  ex- 
pended their  funds  for  purposes  connected  with  the  Morgan  affair.  Fail- 
ing in  their  design  of  getting  rid  of  him  this  way,  they  next  resorted  to 
entreaty,  and  urged  him  to  save  his  friends  from  ruin,  and  reminded  him 
that  by  making  a disclosure,  he  would  violate  his  Masonic  obligations, 
and  threatened  him  if  he  did,  with  death! 

Several  of  the  Masons  with  whom  I was  at  that  time  familiar,  and 
who  were  acquainted  with  many  facts  relative  to  the  Morgan  affair,  came 
to  the  conclusion,  that  if  called  on  to  testify,  they  would  swear  that  they 
knew  nothing  about,  it!  They  alleged,  as  an  excuse,  that  their  Masonic 
Obligations  would  justify  them  in  so  doing;  that  if  they  should  take  a 
Judicial  oath  in  a Court  of  Justice,  it  would  he  on  compulsion,  and  there- 
fore less  criminal  to  break  it  than  a Masonic  oath  which  they  had  taken 
prior  and  voluntarily;  that  their  brethren  who  engaged  in  that  affair,  did 
it  for  the  benefit  of  Masonry,  and  were  guilty  of  no  moral  offence,  for 
they  intended  no  harm;  and,  therefore,  since  their  situation  was  so  un- 
fortunate that  they  must  he  compelled  to  commit  perjury  on  one  hand  or 
the  other,  they  had  better  swear  that  they  knew  nothing  about  the  affair, 
and  save  their  friends  from  ruin.  I,  however,  did  not  wish  to  remain 
and  expose  myself  to  the  danger  of  being  called  as  a witness,  and  some 
of  the  fraternity  urging  me  to  go,  fearing,  as  I understood,  lest  i should 
betray  them  on  examination,  I left  New  York  some  time  before  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Court,  sooner  than  I had  designed  leaving,  and  went  to  Mon- 
roe, Michigan.  In  going  to  Michigan  to  avoid  being  a witness  against 
my  brother  Masons,  1 considered  that  1 was  doing  right,  and  I know  that 
I discharged  my  duty  as  a good  Mason. 

I went  to  Michigan  in  company  with  a Knight  Templar,  a gentleman 
of  intelligence  and  jinimpeachable  character,  who  communicated  tome, 
as  a Masonic  secret,  in  the  village  of  Freedonia,THAT  Morgan  was  tut 
to  death  hy  Free-Masons.  This  was  the  first  information  I had  ever 
received  of  his  fate,  on  which  I could,  with  any  certainty  rely;  and  the 
many  opportunities  which  this  gentleman  had  possessed  of  obtaining  cor- 
rect information  of  the  fate  of  Morgan,  induced  me  to  yield  implicit  faith 
and  credit  to  his  statement.  Indeed,  a short  time,  five  or  six  weeks, 
after  the  disappearance  of  Morgan,  1 overheard  Jewett  and  Bruce  con- 
verse together  upon  the  subject,  at  the  Fort;  one  of  them  remarked,  that 
if  Morgan  was  thrown  into  the  River,  it  is  probable  he  was  consumed, 
or  the  fish  had  eaten  him  up  before  that  time;  the  other  observed,  that 
Giddins  walked  the  breach  of  the  Lake  every  morning,  to  see  if  any 
dead  body  had  washed  ashore.  But  this  Knight  Templar  stated  to  me, 
that  eight  Masons  held  a consultation  upon  the  disposal  of  Morgan  while 
confined  in  the  Magazine,  and  agreed  to  draw  lots  to  ascertain  which 
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three  of  them  should  put  him  to  death:  They  put  eight  tickets  into  a 
hat,  on  three  of  them  were  marks,  the  other  five  were  blank;  and  it  was 
agreed,  that  each  one  should  draw,  immediately  leave  the  place,  and  not 
examine  their  tickets  until  they  were  far  from  each  other.  The  five  who 
drew  the  blank  tickets  were  to  return  home  different  ways,  that  they 
might  not  know  who  drew  the  marks,  and  of  course  could  not  be  witnes- 
ses against  them.  The  three  on  whom  the  lot  fell  to  put  Morgan  to  death, 
were  to  repair  to  the  Fort  at  a certain  hour,  and  execute  their  purpose, 
which  was  done  by  attaching  heavy  weights  to  him  and  throwing  him 
into  the  River , some  distance  above  the  Fort. 

III.  Have  any  of  the  Morgan  Kidnappers,  whether  convicted  or  not,  ever  been  expelled 
from  any  Masonic  body  for  that  offence? 

Answei — No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

IV.  Have  you  ever  known  a Mason  refuse  to  testify  when  legally  called  on,  and  order- 
ed so  to  do  by  the  Court,  when  a brother  Mason  was  on  trial,  and  he  called  to  give  evi- 
dence against  him?  If  so,  state  the  particulars. 

Answer — The  only  Morgan  trials  I ever  attended,  were  those  of  Eli- 
sha Adams,  Whitney,  Beach  and  others,  had  in  February  and  March, 
1831,  in  the  last  Court,  I think,  which  has  ever  been  held  for  the  trial 
of  the  Kidnappers — and  on  those  occasions,  the  Masons  pretended  to  an- 
swer the  questions  put  to  them. 

V.  Have  you  ever  known  a Masonic  Juror  refuse  to  convict  a brother  Mason  of  a crime, 
when  the  other  eleven  Jurors,  not  Masons,  had  agreed  on  his  guilt?  If  so,  state  the 
particulars. 

Answer — I have.  On  the  trial  of  Elisha  Adams  one  of  the  Morgan 
conspirators,  a Mason,  by  the  name  of  Wilson,  was  sworn  on  the  Jury, 
and  the  cause  was  submitted  to  them  under  a charge  from  the  Court,  in 
which  his  opinion  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  was  clearly  expressed,  and 
no  one  who  heard  the  testimony  manifested  to  mv  knowledge  and  doubt 
upon  it.  The  Jury  retired,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  an  opportunity  to 
confer  with  each  other  the  eleven  who  were  not  Masons  agreed  upon  a 
verdict  of  guilty,  (as  they  stated,)  but  Wilson  the  Mason,  held  out 

FOR  TWO  NIGHTS  AND  NEARLY  TWO  DAYS,  REFUSING  TO  CONCUR  WITH 

them  in  the  verdict  of  guilty.  At  last  the  Jury  were  called  in,  and 
Judge  Nelson,  who  presided  at  the  trial,  asked  them  if  he  could  afford 
them  any  aid  in  agreeing  upon  a verdict.  One  of  the  Jurors  observed, 
that  one  of  their  number  was  determined  to  hold  out,  and  there  was  no 
prospect  that  they  should  ever  agree.  Upon  which  Judge  Nelson  said, 
“let  that  Juror  stand  up.”  He  arose,  and  he  was  Wilson,  the  only  Ma- 
son upon  the  Jury.  The  Judge  asked  him,  if  he  thought  he  could  agree 
with  the  rest.  Wilson,  at  first  replied,  that  the  Court  had  admitted  tes- 
timony, which  it  ought  not.  The  Judge  answered,  that  with  that  the 
Jury  had  nothing  to  do.  Wilson  then  said,  he  could  not  believe  a part 
of  the  testimony. 

Question  6th  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff. 

State  any  other  facts  which  you  may  know,  tending  to  prove  that  Masonic  obligations 
have  operated  to  defeat  the  administration  of  Justice. 
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Answer  by  Deponent  to  Plaintiff's  6th  Question: 

Most  of  the  facts  of  which  I may  have  knowledge  proving  the  inter- 
ference of  Masonry  in  the  administration  of  Justice,  have  not  occurred 
within  my  observation,  or  been  communicated  to  me  Masonically.  I 
will  however  state  a Masonic  communication  made  to  me  before  I renounc- 
ed. A Mason,  a gentleman  of  intelligence,  integrity  and  high  standing, 
who,  during  many  years  of  his  life  has  held  the  office  of  Judge,  by  pro- 
fession a Physician,  told  me,  as  a Mason,  that  while  he  resided  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  a Mason  came  to  him  and  asked  him  if  he  wished  to 
make  his  fortune.  He  replied,  that  he  had  no  objections.  The  Mason 
then  said,  I am  engaged  in  making  counterfeit  money,  unite  with  me  in 
the  business  and  we  can  become  rich.  The  Mason  to  whom  the  sugges- 
tion was  made,  like  an  honest  man,  repelled  it  with  abhorrence.  The 
Masonic  counterfeiter  then  told  him  to  keep  the  proposition  as  a Masonic 
secret.  And  my  informer  told  me  that  he  had  done  so,  for  he  considered 
his  obligations  required  it  of  him;  and  though  the  spurious  notes  which 
the  counterfeiter  had  issued  were  in  circulation,  and  he  knew  from  whence 
they  proceeded,  yet  he  dare  not  inform  the  officer  of  it,  on  account  of  his 
injunction  of  secrecy,  although  the  civil  authority  were  desirous  to  arrest 
the  counterfeiter. 

Interrogatory  lsf  proposed  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant. 

Arc  you  politically  attached  to  the  Anti- Masonic  party? 

Answer  by  Deponent  to  Defendant's  1st  question.  I am. 

2d  question  by  Defendant. 

Hare  you  committed  youTselfto  the  public  by  written  statement,  verbal  declaration,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  obligations,  or  principles  of  Masonry?  and  in  what  manner  have 
you  so  committed  yourself? 

Answer  by  deponent  to  2d  question  of  the  Defendant. 

1 have  frequently  stated  in  articles  which  I have  written  for  the  news- 
papers, in  public  speeches,  and  in  private  conversation,  that  the  secrets 
of  Masonry,  and  Masonic  oaths,  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  are  correct- 
ly revealed,  and  I make  the  same  statement  on  this  occasion.  1 have 
also  stated  that  the  principles  of  Masonry  are  pernicious  and  dangerous 
in  their  tendency,  and  that  a Mason  cannot  live  up  to  all  the  requirements 
of  the  oaths  of  the  first  seven  degrees  of  Masonry,  without  violating  the 
duty  which  he  owes  to  society,  and  to  the  laws  of  his  country. 

3d  Question  of  Defendant. 

Do  you  publish  an  Anti-Masonic  Newspaper?  or  are  you  iu  any  manner  connected  with 
the  publication  of  such  a paper? 

Answer  by  Deponent  to  the  3 d Question  of  Defendant.  No. 

4 th  Question  of  Defendant. 

Are  you  a seceding  Mason?  And  how  long  were  you  a Mason  before  you  seoeeded?  Have 
you  at  any  time  been  an  officer  in  a Lodge  of  Frce-Masons,  and  what  offices  have  you 
filled  if  any?  Have  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  administered  the  Masonic  obligations , 
and  which  of  them  to  any  person  or  persons  talcing  Masonic  degrees? 
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Answer  by  deponent  to  Defendant's  4 th  question. 

I am  a Seceding  Mason;  and  I continued  a Lodge-going  member  from 
the  time  cf  my  initiation  in  June,  1826,  to  March,  1827;  since  which 
time  I have  not  entered  a Lodge;  although  it  was  some  time,  1 cannot 
tell  how  long,  after  I discontinued  my  attendance  at  lodge  meetings,  be- 
fore I became  satisfied  that  the  Masonic  Obligations  were  neither  mor- 
ally nor  religiously  binding  upon  my  conscience. 

I have  never  held  an  office  in  any  Lodge  or  Chapter  except  on  one 
occasion,  in  Pacific  Lodge  where  I was  initiated,  I officiated  as  Senior 
Warden  in  the  absence  of  that  officer;  and  I never  have  at  any  time, 
nor  to  any  person,  administered  any  of  the  Oaths  or  Obligations  of  any 
Degrees  of  Masonry. 

5 th  question  by  Defendant. 

Have  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  been  expelled  from  a Lodge  of  Free- Masons?  If  yea, 
for  what  offence,  reputed  or  real? 

Answer  by  deponent  to  defendant's  5th  question.  No.  I never  have. 

6th  question  by  defendant. 

Were  you  during  your  continuance  with  Masonry  restrained  or  prohibited  from  disclos- 
ing its  principles  or  obligations?  If  yea,  state  particularly  the  nature  of  the  restraint  or 
prohibition  that  was  imposed  upon  you. 

Answer  by  deponent  to  defendant' s 6th  question. 

I was.  And  I was  so  restrained  and  prohibited  by  the  Oaths  or  Obli- 
gations which  I had  taken,  and  in  which  I swore  always  to  conceal  and 
never  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  Masonry,  binding  myself  under  no  less 
penalty,  in  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  oath,  than  to  have  my  throat  cut 
across  from  ear  to  ear,  my  tongue  torn  out  by  the  roots,  and  my  body 
buried  in  the  rough  sands  ot  the  sea,  a cable’s  length  from  shore,  at  low 
water  mark,  where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours. 
And  as  a Fellow  Craft,  to  have  my  left  breast  torn  open,  and  my  heart 
and  vitals  taken  from  thence:  and  as  a Master  Mason, to  have  my  body 
severed  in  two  in  the  midst, my  bowels  burnt  to  ashes, and  the  ashes  scat- 
tered to  the  four  winds  of  heaven, ifl  should  wilfully  violate  or  transgress 
any  part  of  the  Oath  of  a Fellow  Craft  or  Master  Mason.  As  a Roj^al 
Arch  Mason,  I also  swore  never  to  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  that  de- 
gree, or  violate  that  Oath — binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to 
have  my  skull  smote  off, and  my  brains  exposed  to  the  scorching  rays  of 
the  sun,  if  I should  ever  willfully  violate  or  transgress  any  part  of  the 
Oath  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

These  oaths  or  obligations  were  considered  by  me,  when  I took  them, 
and  for  some  time  after,  as  morally  binding  upon  my  conscience;  for  I 
was  so  taught  to  consider  them  by  the  Masons  who  communicated  the 
lectures, or  imparted  to  me  any  instruction  upon  the  subject.  And  I was 
instructed,  particularly,  upon  their  solemnity  and  binding  force,  a short 
time  after  my  initiation,  by  Mr.  Elliott,  a Baptist  Clergyman,  of  New 
Ipswich,  New  Hampshire,  a high  Mason,  and  a man  in  whom  I reposed 
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great  confidence.  And  I never  heard  a word  said  about  explaining  away 
the  literal  purport  of  the  penalties,  until  a long  t ine  after  I ceased  atten- 
ding Lodges. 

O D 

Seventh  question  by  defendant. 

Was  the  obligation  to  promote  the  political  advancement  of  each  other  generally  receiv- 
ed and  acted  upon  by  Masons  while  you  were  in  their  fellowship?  If  yea,  how  has  it 
happened  that  upon  all  questions  of  general  politics  Masons  are  found  to  be  opposed  to 
each  other? 

Answer  by  deponent  to  defendant's  1th  question. 

I cannot  say  that  the  oaths  administered  to  me  contained  any  obliga- 
tion to  promote  the  political  advancement  of  a brother.  While  l was  a 
Mason  in  New  England,  there  was  not  to  my  knowledge  any  question  of 
general  politics  before  the  public  about  which  Masons  could  interest 
themselves,  or  on  which  they  could  divide;  and  when  I was  in  N.  Y ork, 
the  Morgan  affair  appeared  to  engross  the  attention  of  Masons  too  much 
to  allow  them  to  attend  to  politics.  And  I do  not  know  that  Anti-Masons 
allege  any  reasons  why  Masons  should  be  opposed  to  each  other  on  the 
questions  of  the  United  States  Bank,  Nullification,  Tariff,  Internal  Im- 
provements, or  any  other  question  of  general  politics. 

8 th  question  by  defendant. 

State  the  reasons  you  have  of  knowing  the  fate  of  Morgan, and  whether  you  have  a per- 
sonal knowledge  of  his  fate  and  murder, nnd  who  was  present  at  the  time.  Also  state 
particularly  those  persons  who  abducted  Morgan  that  afterwards  became  political  Anti- 
Masons  and  made  profit  in,  or  a business  of, publi-hing  Anti-Masonic  papers  of  any 
kind — give  the  names  of  those  individuals, and  the  names  & titles  of  their  publications 

Answer  by  deponent  to  defendant's  8th  question. 

I have  no  reasons  of  knowing  the  fate  of  Morgan  other  than  those  1 
have  given  in  answer  to  Plaintiff’s  second  question, which  were  the  com- 
munications made  to  me  by  a Knight  Templar,  at  a house  in  Fredonia, 
New  York,  and  a conversation  I overheard  between  Bruce  and  Jewett. 

I have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fate  or  murder  of  Morgan.  I know 
not  who  were  his  murderers.  I never  saw  Morgan  in  my  life,  and  was 
not  present  at  any  consultation  respecting  his  disposal, except  the  one  held 
in  Canada,  which  1 have  already  explained  and  which  was  held  at  least 
thirty  hours  before  the  arrival  of  Morgan  at  the  Fort;  and  the  object  of 
which  consultation, as  I understood, was  to  devise  means  to  transport  him 
to  Quebec  or  Montreal. 

No  persons  who  abducted  Morgan  have  to  my  knowledge  ever  be- 
came political  Anti- Masons.  The  only  persons  to  my  knowledge  who 
were  implicated  in  the  conspiracy,  after  Morgan  was  abducted,  and 
brought  some  distance  on  his  way,  and  who  subsequently  renounced  Ma. 
sonry,  revealed  what  they  knew  of  the  conspiracy,  and  became  political 
Anti-Masons,  are  Edward  Giddins,  H.  B.  Hopkins,  ana  myself.  None 
of  us  have  ever  male  a profit  in,  or  business  of,  publishing  Anti-Masonic 
papers, to  my  knowledge, except  an  almanac  may  be  so  considered, which 
Mr.  Giddins  has  regularly  published  these  past  six  years  in  New  York- 
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and  in  which  those  pages  usually  devoted  to  miscellaneous  matter,  are 
filled  with  articles  on  Masonry  and  Anti-Masonry;  but  how  great  a 
source  of  profit  it  has  been  to  him  I am  unable  to  say.  The  title  of  this 
publication  is  “Anti-Masonic  Almanac.” 

J AMES  A.  SHEDD. 

WE,  John  Folkerth  and  William  L.  Helfenstein,  Commissioners  named  and 
appointed  in  and  bv  the  ComnAssion  hereunto  attached,  do  hereby  cerTy,  that  JAMES 
A SHEDD  was  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth;  and  that  the  deposition  by  him  subscribed, was  reduced  to  writing  by  said  Shedd. 
Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  Dayton, Ohio, this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  A.D.  1833. 

JOHN  FOLKERTH,  [seal.] 

WM.  L.  HELFENSTEIN, [seal.] 

A P PEN D I X A . 

The  Oath,  or  Obligation,  which  I received  as  an  Entered  Apprentice: 

I, , of  my  own  fiee  will  and  accord,  in  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and  this 

worshipful  lodge  of  free  and  accepted  Masons, dedicated  to  God  and  exalted  to  the 
holy  order  of  St.  John,  do  hereby, and  hereon, most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise 
and  swear, that  l will  always  hail,  ever  conceal,  and  never  reveal, any  part  or  parts, 
art  or  arts, point  or  points, of  the  secret  arts  and  mysteries  of  Ancient  Free. Mason, 
ry, which  1 have  received,  am  about  to  receive, or  may  hereafter  be  instructed  in, 
to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  known  world,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  bro- 
ther Mason,  or  within  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  lodge  of  such — 
and  not  unto  him  nor  unto  them  whom  I shall  hear  so  to  be, but  unto  him  and  them 
only  whom  I shall  find  so  to  be  after  strict  trial  and  due  examination,  or  lawful  in- 
foi  mation.  Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, that  I will  not  write, print, stamp, 
stain,  hue, cut, carve,  indent,  paint  or  engrave  on  any  thing  movable  or  immovable 
under  the  whole  canopy  of  heaven,  whereby  or  whereon  the  least  letter,  figure, 
character,  mark, stain, or  tesemblance  of  the  same  may  become  legible  or  intelligi- 
ble to  myself  or  any  other  person  in  the  known  world, whereby  the  secrets  of  Ma- 
sonry may  be  unlawfully  obtained  through  my  unworthiness.  To  all  which  I do 
most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  without  the  least  equivocation, 
mental  reservation, or  self-evasion  of  mind  in  me  whatsoever — binding  myself  un- 
der  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  throat  cut  across  from  ear  to  ear,  my  tongue 
torn  out  bv  tho  roots, and  my  body  buried  in  the  rough  sands  ofthe  sea, at  low  wa- 
ter mark, where  the  tide  obbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours;  so  help  me  God 
and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same, 

Oath,  or  Obligation,  administered  to  me  as  a Fellow  Craft  Mason  : 

I, -,  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and 

this  Worshipful  Lodge  of  Fellow  Craft  Masons, dedicated  to  God  and  held  forth  to 
the  holy  order  of  saint  John,  doth  hereby  and  hereon, most  solemnly  and  sincerely 
promise  and  swear,  in  addition  to  my  former  obligation,  that  I will  not  give  the 
degree  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason  to  any  one  of  an  inferior  degree, nor  to  any  other 
being  in  the  known  world,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  brother,  or  brethren, 
Fellow  Craft  Mason,  or  within  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  Lodge 
of  such, and  not  unto  him  nor  unto  them  whom  I shall  hear  so  to  be,  but  unto  him 
and  them  only  whom  I find  so  to  be  after  strict  trial  and  due  examination  or  law- 
ful information.  Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, that  I will  not  wrong  this 
lodge, nor  a brother  of  this  degree,  to  the  value  of  one  cent  knowingly  myself,  nor 
suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.  Furthermore  do  I pro- 
mise and  swear,  that  I will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  under  which  this  Lodge  is 
held,  and  conform  to  all  the  bye-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  this  or  any  other 
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Lodgeof  which  I may  at  any  time  become  a member,  as  far  as  in  my  power. — 
Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  obey  all  regular  signs  and  sum- 
mons given,  handed,  sent  or  thrown  to  me  by  the  hand  of  a brother  Fellow  Craft 
Mason, or  from  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  Lodge  of  such, provided 
it  bo  within  the  length  ofiny  cable-tow, or  square  and  angle  of  my  work.  Further- 
more do  I promise  and  swear, that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor  and  worthy  breth- 
ren Fellow  Crafts,  their  widows  and  orphans  wheresoever  dispersed  around  the 
globe,  I knowing  them  to  be  such,  as  far  as  in  my  power  without  injury  to  my  self  or 
family.  To  all  which  I do  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  with- 
out the  least  equivocation,  mental  reservation, or  self  evasion  of  mind  in  me  wbat- 
ver — binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  left  breast  torn  open, 
and  my  heart  and  vitals  taken  from  thence  and  thrown  over  mv  left  shoulder  and 
carried  into  the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  there  to  become  a prey  to  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  field  and  birds  of  the  air,  if  I should  ever  prove  willfully  guilty  of  violating  any 
part  of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason;  so  help  me  God, 
and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same. 

Oath,  or  Obligation  administered  to  me  as  a Master  Mason. 

I , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  Wor- 

shipful Lodge  of  Master  Masons,  erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  order  of  St. 
John,  do  heredy  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  in  addi- 
tion to  my  former  obligations,  that  I will  not  give  the  degree  of  a Master  Mason  to  any 
one  of  an  inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  other  being  in  the  known  world,  except  it  be  to  a 
true  and  lawful  brother,  or  brethren,  Master  Mason  or  within  the  body  of  a just  and  law- 
fully constituted  Lodge  of  such,  and  not  unto  him,  nor  unto  them  whom  I shall  hear  so  to 
be,  but  unto  him  and  them  only  whom  I shall  find  so  to  be,  after  strict  trial  and  due  ex- 
amination, or  lawful  information  received. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  give  the  Master’s  word  which  I 
shall  hereafter  receive,  neither  in  the  Lodge  nor  out  of  it,  except  it  be  on  the  five  points 
offellowship,  and  then  not  above  my  breath. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  give  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  dis- 
tress, except  I am  in  real  distress,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft  when  at  work;  and 
should  I ever  see  that  sign  given,  or  hear  the  word  accompanying  it,  and  the  person  who 
gave  it  appearing  to  be  in  distress,  I will  fly  to  his  relief  at  the  risk  of  my  life,  should 
there  be  a greater  probability  of  saving  his  life  than  of  losing  my  own. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  wrong  this  Lodge,  nor  a brother 
of  this  degree,  to  the  value  of  one  cent  knowingly,  myself,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by 
others  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be  at  the  initiation,  passing  and 
raising  a candidate  at  one  communication,  without  a regular  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  for  the  same. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be  at  the  initiation,  passing  or 
raising  a candidate  in  a clandestine  Lodge,  1 knowing  it  to  be  such. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  & swear, that  I will  not  be  at  the  initiation  of  an  old  man  in  his 
dotage,  a young  man  in  his  nonage, an  Atheist, idiot, mad  man, hermaphrodite, nor  woman. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  aud  twear,  that  I will  not  speak  evil  of  a brother  Master 
Mason  neither  behind  his  back  nor  before  his  face,  but  will  apprise  him  of  all  ap- 
proaching DANGER  IF  IN  MY  POWER. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  violate  the  chastity  of  a Master 
Mason’s  wife,  mother,  sister,  or  daughter,  I kuowing  them  to  be  such,  nor  suffer  it  to  be 
done  by  others  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  support  the  constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  under  which  this  Lodge  is  held,  and  conform  to  all 
the  bye-laws,  rules  and  regulations  of  this  or  any  other  Lodge  of  which  I may  hereafter 
at  any  time  become  a member. 

Furthermore,  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  obey  all  regular  signs,  summons,  or 
tokens,  given,  handed,  sent  or  thrown  to  me  from  the  hand  of  a brother  Master  Mason, 
or  from  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  Lodge  of  such,  provided  it  be  withiu 
the  length  of  my  cable-tow. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, that  a Master  Mason’s  secrets  given  me  in  charge 
os  such,  and  I knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  inviolable  in 
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my  breast  As  in  his  own,  when  communicated  to  me,  MURDER  AND  TREASON 
ONLY  EXCEPTED,  AND  THEY  LEFT  TO  MY  OWN  OPTION. 

Furthermore  do]  promise  and  swear,  that  I will  go  on  a Master  Mason’s  errand, 
whenever  required,  even  if  I should  have  to  go  barefoot  and  barehead,if  within  the  length 
of  my  cable-tow. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  always  remember  a brother  Master 
Mason,  when  on  my  knees  offering  up  mv  devotions  to  Almighty  God. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor  indignant  Mas- 
ter Mason’s,  their  wives  and  orphans,  wheresoever  dispersed  around  the  globe,  as  far  as 
in  my  power,  without  injuring  myself  or  family. 

To  all  which  I do  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  with  a fixed  and 
steady  purpose  of  mind  in  me  to  keep  and  perform  the  same — binding  myself  under  no 
less  penalty,  than  to  have  my  body  severed  in  two  in  the  midst,  and  my  bowels  burnt  to 
ashes  in  the  centre,  and  the  ashes  scattered  before  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  that  there 
might  not  the  least  track  or  trace  of  remembrance  remain  among:  men  or  Masons  of  so 
vile  and  perjured  a wretch  as  I should  be,  were  I ever  to  prove  willfully  guiltv  of  violat- 
ing: any  pai  I of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Master  Mason.  So  held  me  God, 
and  keep  me  steadfast  to  perform  the  same.  JAMES  A.  SHEDD. 


We,  John  Folkerth  and  William  L.  Helfenstein,  Commissioners  named  and  ap- 
pointed in  and  by  the  Commission  hereunto  attached,  do  hereby  certify,  that  James  A. 
Shedd  was  duly  sworn  to  testify  the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing  but  the  truth; 
and  that  the  Appendix  A.  by  him  subscribed,  was  reduced  to  writing  by  said  Shedd. — 
Given  under  our  hands  and  seals  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  A D.  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-three. 

John  Folkerth,  [seal] 

IVm . L.  Helfenstein,  [seal] 

:o: 

Commission  to  take  depositions  in  New  York. 

ADAMS  COUNTY  SS: 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  to  Frede- 
rick  G.  Stanley,  Esq.,  Dr.  John  Stevens,  Isaac  Carpenter,  Mer- 
2 chant,  David  D.  Spencer,  Printer,  and  A.  Johnson,  of  Ithaca,  in 


the  State  of  New  York,  Greeting: 

KNOW  YE,  That  in  confidence  of  your  prudence  and  fidelity, 
1 We  have  appointed  you,  and  by  these  presents  do  give  unto  you,  or 
either  of  the  first  four  named  with  the  last  named,  full  power  and  authority  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  made  in  our  Circuit  Court  of  Adams  county,  in  a certain 
cause  there  depending,  wherein  THADDEUS  STEVENS  is  Plaintiff  and  JA- 
COB LEFEVER  is  Defendant,  to  call  before  you,  or  either  of  the  first  four  with 
Ihe  last  named,  ala  certain  day  and  place, by  you  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed, 
all  and  eveiy  person  and  persons  who  may  be  named  to  you  on  the  part  of  the 
Plaintiff  against  the  Defendant,  as  Witnesses  in  the  said  cause — And  then  and 
there  to  examine  each  of  the  said  witnesses  touching  the  premises,  and  reduce 
their  Testimony  to  writing;  and  when  you  shall  have  so  done,  you  are  to  send 
the  same  before  us  in  our  Circuit  Court  atoresaid,  together  with  the  Interrogato- 
ries and  this  W rit,  und  r your  hands  and  seals,  or  the  hands  and  seals  of  such  of 
you  as  shall  act  therein.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our 
said  Court  to  he  hereunto  affixed.  Witness,  JOHN  B.  GIBSON,  Esq.  Chief  Jus* 
tica  ofour  Supreme  Court,  at  Gettysburg,  the  third  day  of  February,  1832. 

GEO.  WELSH,  Clerk. 

THADDEUS  STEVENS,  ) In  the  Circuit  Court  of 
vs-  > Adams  County,  Pa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER.  S December  Term,  1831. 

Interrogatories  to  be  put  to  Witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff : 

Interrogatory  1st— A.re  you  a Free-Muson?  And  if  yea,  how  many  degrees  have 
you  taken? 
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2d— State  fullv  and  minutely  the  oath  or  obligation,  administered  in  each  degree  ac 
Cording  to  the  best  of  your  recollection,  designating  the  obligation  of  each  degree  by  its 
appropriate  name  or  title. 

3d — If  you  are  a Royal  Arch  Companion,  state  the  ceremonies  of  that  Degree,  espe- 
cially the  scene  of  the  Burning  Bush,  which  yon  will  state  fully  and  minutely. 

4th — If  you  are  a Knight  Templar  state  fully  the  ceremonies  of  that  degree;  especial- 
ly the  scenes  of  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension  of  Jesus;  and  the  drinking  the  Libation 
out  of  a human  skull,  if  any  such  scenes  are  enacted  in  that  degree. 

bth — State  whether  you  have  examined  the  published  copy  of  “Bernard’s  Light  on 
Masonry,”  printed  at  Utica,  A.  D.  1329,  by  W m.  Williams,  Genessee  Street;  and  if  so, 
state  whether  the  same  contains  the  revelation  of  true  and  genuine  Masonry,  and  that  on- 
ly, and  whether  the  game  be  true  and  correct. 

6th — Is  Masonry  substantially  the  same  every  where. 

7th — State  any  other  matter  or  thing  which  may  be  evidence  in  this  cause. 

I do,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  truly  and  faithfully,  and  without 
partiality  to  any  or  either  of  the  parties  in  a certain  cause  now  depending  and  to  be  tried 
in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Adams  count}',  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  wherein  Thaddeus 
Stevens  is  plaintiff  and  Jacob  Lefever  is  defendant,  take  the  examination  and  deposition 
of  all  and  every  witness  or  witnesses  produced  and  examined,  by  virtue  of  the  Commis- 
sion about  to  be  executed  by  me,  upon  the  Interrogatories  now  produced  and  left  with 
me,  as  one  of  the  commissioners  in  said  cause.  So  help  me  God 

FREDERICK  G.  STANLEY. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  223  day  of  February,  1832,  before  me. 

GEORGE  G.  FREER, 

Deputy  Clerk  of  Tompkins  County,  N.  York. 

We,  and  each  of  us  according  to  the  best  of  our  skill  and  knowledge,  truly  and  faith- 
fully, and  without  partiality  to  any,  or  either,  of  the  parties  in  a certain  cause  now  de- 
pending and  to  be  tried,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Adams  county,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, wherein  Thaddeus  Stevens  is  plaintiff  and  Jacob  Lefever  is  defendant,  take  the  ex- 
amination and  depositions  of  all  and  every  witness,  oi  witnesses,  produced  and  examin- 
ed, by  virtue  of  the  Commission  about  to  be  executed,  by  us,  or  either  of  us,  upon  the 
Interrogatories  now  produced  and  left  with  us,  as  Commissioners  in  said  cause.  So  help 
me  God.  ARTHUR  S JOHNSON, 

ISAAC  CARPENTER, 

DAVID  D.  SPENCER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  223  day  of  February,  1832,  before  me, 

FREDERICK  G.  STANLEY, 

a Commissioner  appointed  to  take  the  oath  and  affidavits  to  be  read  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  the  twen- 
ty-second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  1832,  by  virtue  of  a Commission 
issued  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Adams  County,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  us,  Frederick  G.  Stanley,  Arthur  S.  Johnson,  David  D. 
Spencer  and  Isaac  Carpenter,  or  either  of  us,  with  the  said  Arthur  S. 
Johnson,  directed  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  in  a certain  cause 
then  depending  and  at  issue  between  Thaddeus  Stevens,  plaintiff,  and 
Jacob  Lefever,  defendant,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  plaintiff,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

deposition  of  SSev.  A'nthan  .V.  Ti* 'tiding. 

NATHAN  N.  WHITING,  of  Ithaca,  in  the  County  of  Tompkins, 
aged  thirty-seven  years  and  upwards,  being  produced,  sworn  and  exam- 
ined in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  title  of  these  depositions  named,  doth 
depose  as  follows,  viz:  First, 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  he 
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isa  Free-Mason,  and  that  lie  has  taken  thirty-six  degrees  of  Free-Masofi- 
ry,  according  to  the  best  of  his  recollection. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that 
he  cannot  state  the  precise  formula  of  all  the  oaths,  in  the  different  de- 
grees he  has  taken.  That  the  oath  administered  in  the  degree  in  Free- 
Masonry  called  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  degree,  is  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  first  point,  in  the  obligation  in  that  degree  is  a promise  of  secre- 
cy in  relation  to  what  is  termed  ancient  Free-Masonry.  There  is  a spe- 
cification under  that  obligation  substantially  of  this  kind — ‘’That  the 
candidate  will  not  write,  print,  stamp,  stain,  hew,  cut,  carve  or  engrave 
it,  or  cause  it  so  to  be  done,  on  any  thing  movable  or  immovable,  under 
the  whole  canopy  of  Heaven.”  That  the  phraseology  of  this  part  of the 
oath  of  Entered  Apprentice  varies  in  different  Lodges;  but  that  the  idea 
conveyed  is  the  same. 

The  next  thing  that  occurs  to  the  witness’  recollection  in  the  oath  is 
the  penalty — which  is  in  substance  as  follows,  “all  this  I promise  and 
swear,  without  any  hesitation,  mental  reservation,  or  self-evasion  of  mind, 
in  me  whatsoever,  under  no  less  penalty,  than  that  of  having  my  throat 
cut  across  from  ear  to  ear,  mv  tongue  torn  out  by  the  roots  and  my  body 
buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea  at  low  water  mark,  where  the  tide 
ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours.  So  help  me  God  and  keep 
me  steadfast  in  this  my  oath  or  obligation  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Ma- 
son.” That  the  candidate  then  kisses  the  Bible  and  the  ceremony  clo- 
ses of  administering  the  oath. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  is  called  the  Fellow  Craft’s 
degree;  and  that  the  oath  administered  to  the  candidate  in  this  degree, 
is  in  substance  as  follows:  It  consists  in  a general  promise  of  secrecy, 
similar  to  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  degree,  omitting  the  clause  as  to 
communicating  it: 

(The  said  Arthur  S.  Johnson,  the  person  supposed  to  be  intended  in 
the  Commission  under  the  name  of  A.  Johnson,  after  having  examined 
the  I ntr  rrogatories  sent  with  the  Commission  and  discovered  that  all  of 
the  Interrogatories  related  solely  and  only  to  the  obligations  and  cere- 
monies of  tiie  different  degrees  in  Free-Masonry,  asked  permission  to 
decline  acting,  and  did  decline  acting  further  under  said  Commission.) 

And  thereupon  David  D.  Spencer  and  Frederick  G.  Stanley,  two 
of  the  Commissioners  named  in  said  Commission,  proceeded  to  the  fur- 
ther examination  of  the  witnesses  upon  the  second  Interrogatory  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  witness  stated  that  in  the  Fellow  Craft’s  oath  the  further  promise 
was  contained  in  substance  as  follows: 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  obey  all  regular 
signs  and  summons  sent,  handed  or  thrown  to  me  from  the  body  of  a just 
and  regularly  con.1  tituted  lodge  of  Fellow  Craft  Masons.” 
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The  witness  thinks  that  a Brother  promises  not  to  wrong  a worthy 
brother  Fellow  Craft  Mason  out  of  the  value  ol  some  certain  sum  ol 
money,  which  he  thinks  is  a six  pence. 

The  next  that  occurs  in  the  oath  to  the  witness’  recollection  is  the  pen- 
alty, which  is  in  substance  as  follows — 

“All  this  do  I promise  and  swear,  under  no  less  penalty  than  that  of 
having  my  left  breast  torn  open,  my  heart  and  vitals  taken  from  thence, 
thrown  over  my  left  shoulder  to  the  Valley  of  Jehosaphat,  a prev  to  the 
vultures  ofthe  airand  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field,  sooner  than  I will  vio- 
late this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason.  So  help 
me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  herein.”  The  candidate  then  kisses  the 
Bible  twice,  and  the  ceremony  of  taking  the  oath  ends. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  is  called  the  Master  Mason’s 
degree. 

The  first  point  in  the  oath  in  this  degree  is  a general  promise  of  se- 
crecy. 

Another  point  is,  “That  I will  not  speak  evil  of  a worthy  brother  Mas- 
ter Mason  before  his  face  or  behind  his  back,  but  will  forewarn  him 
OF  ALL  APPROACHING  DANGER.” 

Another  point  is,  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I w ill 
not  debauch  the  mother,  wife,  sister  or  daughter  of  a brother  Master  Ma- 
son, knowing  them  to  be  such.” 

Another  point  is,  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will 
not  attend  a clandestine  lodge,  knowing  it  to  be  such.” 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be  present  at 
the  initiating,  passing  or  raising  of  an  old  man  in  dotage,  a voung  man 
under  age,  a woman,  hermaphrodite,  atheist  or  base  libertine.” 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  wrong  a broth- 
er Master  Mason  of  a certain  amount  of  money,  (which  the  witness 
thinks  is  three  pence,)  or  cause  or  suffer  the  same  to  be  done,  if  in  my 
power  to  prevent  it.” 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  not  give  the  Mas- 
ter Mason’s  word,  when  1 shall  have  received  it,  above  my  breath.” 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  obey  all  regular 
signs  and  summons  sent,  handed  or  thrown  to  me  from  the  hand  of  a 
brother  Master  Mason,  or  from  the  body  of  a just  and  regularly  constitu- 
ted lodge  of  such.” 

That  in  this  oath  there  is  a point  relative  to  the  grand  hailing  sign  of 
distress,  which  was  not  administered  to  w itness,  but  he  has  heard  it  given 
to  others. 

That  the  candidate  swears  also,  “That  he  will  keep  a brother  Master 
Mason’s  secrets  as  his  own  when  committed  to  him  as  such,  Murder 
and.  Treason  only  excepted , and  those  at  my  own  freewill  and  accord .” 

That  the  penally  to  the  oath  is  in  substance  as  follows — 

“Under  no  less  penalty  than  that  of  having  my  body  cut  open,  my 
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bowels  taken  from  thence,  burnt  to  ashes  in  the  centre,  and  the  ashes 
scattered  to  the  four  winds,  sooner  than  that  1 will  violate  this  my  solemn 
oath  or  obligation  of  a Master  Mason.  So  help  me  God  and  keep  me 
steadfast  herein.”  That  the  candidate  then  kisses  the  Bible  three  times. 


degree. 

The  first  point  in  the  oalli  is  a general  promise  of  secrecy  similar  to 
the  three  first  degrees  of  Free- Masonry. 

That  the  witness  does  not  distinctly  recollect  the  other  points  in  the 
oath  in  this  degree,  and  therefore  cannot  relate  them.  That  he  recol- 
lects the  penalty  to  the  oath,  which  is  in  substance  as  follows.  That  be 
recollects  only  the  act  of  penalty  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  candidate,  which 
is  to  have  his  right  ear  and  right  hand  cut  off. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  is  called  the  Past  Master’s 
degree.  That  there  is  in  the  oath  to  this  degree  a similar  promise  of 
secrecy  contained  in  the  preceding  degrees.  That  he  does  not  recollect 
the  other  points  in  the  oath  to  this  degree.  That  he  does  not  recollect 
the  la  nguage  of  the  penalty,  to  the  oath  in  this  degree,  but  that  in  the 
oath  to  this  degree, or  the  degree  next  following,  the  candidate  agrees 
to  have  his  tongue  clove  to  the  roofofhis  mouth  with  a broad  arrow. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  is  called  the  Most  Excellent 
Master’s  degree.  That  the  oath  in  this  degree  contains  a general  pro- 
mise of  secrecy  similar  to  that  in  the  oaths  of  the  preceding  degrees. — 
That  he  does  not  recollect  distinctly  any  of  the  points  contained  in  the 
oath  to  this  degree,  nor  can  he  state  the  penalty  contained  in  the  oath. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  is  called  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree. That  the  oath  in  this  degree  contains  a general  promise  of  se- 
crecy similar  to  that  in  the  preceding  degrees.  That  he  does  not  remem- 
ber all  the  points  in  the  oath  to  this  degree.  That  this  point  in  the  oath 
was  not  administered  to  him,  hut  he  has  heard  it  given  to  others.  That 
the  High  Priest  of  the  Chapter  that  exalted  him  considered  it  improper 
and  would  not  administer  it  to  him,  or  to  anv  other  candidate.  That 
the  objectionable  clause  is  in  substance  and  effect  as  follows: 

“Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  help  a Royal  Arch 
Companion  out  o/any  difficulty  BE  HE  RIGHT  OR  WRONG.” 

That  another  point  in  the  oath,  which  he  recollects,  is  that  the  candi- 
date swears  “that  he  will  not  strike  a worthy  Royal  Arch  Companion  in 
anger  so  as  to  draw  blood.”  That  he  has  been  told , by  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  that  the  clause  in  the  oath,  relative  to  the  political  preferment 
by  one  Royal  Arch  Companion  of  another,  originated  in  the  Western 
part  of  (lie  State  ofNew  York,  and  that  the  same  was  introduced  into  the 
oath  by  Mr.  Cues,  who  at  that  time  held  the  office  ot  Grand  King  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapterofthe  State  of  New  York,  for  political  purposes. 
'j  hat  there  is  another  point  in  the  oath  relative  to  the  Grand  Royal  Arch 
word.  That  the  candidate  swears  that  he  will  uot  give  the  same  above 
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his  breath,  and  then  only  under  the  living  arches.  That  the  penalty  to 
the  oath  is  in  substance  as  follows: 

“That  the  candidate  will  have  the  cap  of  his  skull  smote  off  and  his 
brains  exposed  to  the  scorching  rays  of  an  Asiatic  Sun.” 

That  the  next  degree  conferred  upon  the  witness,  was  the  degree  of 
Secret  Master.  That  this  degree  is  called  one  of  the  Ineffable  degrees 
of  Free-Masonry.  That  there  areeleven  of  them  in  all  that  are  so  called. 
That  there  was  no  lodge  of  Free- Masons  that  had  power  to  confer  these 
degrees  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  the  witness  then  resided,  and 
they  were  conferred  upon  the  witness  by  an  agent  duly  authorized,  to 
give  them,  who  administered  to  him  an  oath  to  keep  those  degrees,  and 
then  gave  to  him  a statement  in  writing  containing  the  history,  ceremo- 
nies and  oaths  of  all  of  the  eleven  degrees,  and  which  statement  was  a 
directory  by  which  those  degrees  were  worked.  That  he  does  not  recol- 
lect the  penalty  to  the  oath  in  the  degree  of  Secret  Master,  nor  any  points 
in  the  oath.  That  the  eleven  Ineffable  degrees  are  called  Secret  Master, 
Perfect  Master,  Intimate  Secretary,  Provost  and  Judge,  Intendant  of  the 
Buildings  or  Master  in  Israel;  the  Elected  Knights  of  Nine,  Elected 
Grand  Mas*er,  or  Illustrious  Elected  of  Fifteen;  Illustrious  Knights,  or 
Sublime  Knights  Elected;  Grand  Master  Architect,  Knights  of  the  Ninth 
Arch,  and  the  degree  of  Perfection,  or  Grand  Elect  Perfect  and  Sublime 
Mason. 

That  he  recollects  the  penalty  to  the  oath  taken  by  the  candidate  m 
the  degree  of  the  Elected  Knights  of  Nine,  and  that  the  candidate  swears 
TO  PUT  TO  DEATH  ANY  ONE  WHO  SHALL  REVEAL  THE  SECRETS  OF  THIS  DE- 
GREE; and  that  the  penalty  is  to  be  struck  in  the  head  and  heart  with 
the  dreadful  poinard  of  vengeance  now  presented  to  him. 

That  he  recollects  the  penalty  contained  in  the  degree  of  Elected  Grand 
Master,  or  Illustrious  Elected  of  Fifteen — which  is,  in  substance,  “That 
he  will  have  his  body  cut  open  downward  and  across,  and  exposed  to  the 
air  for  eight  hours,  that  the  flies  may  prev  upon  his  entrails.” 

That  the  next  degree  conferred  upon  him  was  called  the  degree  of 
Knight  of  the  East  or  Sword. 

That  he  has  no  distinct  recollection  of  the  oath,  but  remembers  the 
history  and  ceremonies  of  this  degree. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonry  conferred  upon  him  was  call- 
ed the  “Prince  of  Jerusalem.” 

That  the  next  degree  conferred  upon  him  in  Free-Masonry,  was  called 
the  degree  of  Knight  of  the  blast  and  West. 

That  the  next  degree  in  Free-Masonrv  conferred  upon  him,  was  called 
the  degree  of  Sovereign  Prince  of  Rose  Croix  De  Heridon. 

That  the  next  degrees  conferred  upon  him  in  Free-Masonry,  were 
Grand  Pontiff,  Grand  Master  of all  Symbolick  Lodges,  Patriarch  Noac- 
hite,  or  Chevalier  Prussier;  Knights  of  the  Roval  Axe  or  Prince  of 
Libanus;  Chief  of  the  Tabernacle,  Prince  of  the  Tabernacle,  Prince  of 
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Mercy,  Knight  of  the  Brazen  Serpent,  Commander  of  the  Temple,  Knight 
of  the  Sun  or  Prince  Adept;  Knight  of  Saint  Andrew,  Knight  of  Kadosh, 
Grand  Inquisitor  Commander,  Sublime  Prince  of  the  Royal  Secret, 
Prince  of  Masons. 

That  he  does  not  recollect  distinctly  the  oaths,  obligations,  or  penalties 
to  the  oaths  in  the  last  seventeen  degrees,  so  as  to  be  able  to  state  the 
same  fully  and  at  large. 

That  another  degree  in  Free-Masonry  conferred  upon  him,  was  called 
the  degree  of  Hero  and  Heroine  of  Jericho.  That  he  has  no  distinct  re* 
collection  of  the  points  in  the  oath  or  penalty  to  this  degree. 

To  third  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  he  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Companion.  That  an  officer  of  the  Chapter  led  him  blind- 
fold *.o  a transparent  painting  illuminated  by  lights  so  as  to  represent  the 
scene  of  the  Burning  Bush.  That  his  eyes  were  covered  with  an  apron 
tied  round  his  head.  That  the  officer  of  the  Chapter  who  had  him  in 
charge,  lifted  up  the  apron  from  his  eyes  and  showed  him  the  painting 
of  the  Burning  Bush  illuminated  as  above  stated,  and  read  to  him  the 
passages  of  scripture  contained  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  book  ofExodus, 
from  the  first  verse  to  the  sixth  verse,  inclusive.  That  in  reading  the 
fifth  vene  of  that  chapter,  the  officer  told  him  to  take  off  his  shoes  from 
off  his  feet.  And  that  in  closing  the  reading  of  the  sixth  verse,  his  face 
was  again  covered  with  the  apron  tied  round  his  head. 

That  during  the  caremonv  of  exaltation,  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  verses  of  the  same  chapter  were  read  by  the  same  person.  And 
that  during  his  exaltation  the  verses  from  the  fourth  to  the  ninth  verses 
in  the  fourth  chapter  were  also  read;  and  that  the  Rod  was  thrown  down 
in  imitation  of  the  throwing  down  of  the  Rod  of  Moses;  and  that  the  dif- 
ferent actions  of  Moses  there  recorded , were  imitated  by  the  officer 
OF  THE  CHATTER  WHO  FERFORMED  THE  CEREMONY. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  he  says,  that  he  is  not  a Knight  Templar. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  he  says,  that  he 
has  examined  a copy  of  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry,”  printed  at  Utica, 
A.  D.  1829,  by  VVilliam  Williams,  Genesse  Street,  and  that  the  same, 
as  far  as  he  has  received  the  different  degrees  of  Free-Masonry,  is  sub- 
stantially the  Revelations  of  genuine  and  correct  Free-Masonry  as 
it  is  practised  and  worked  m the  different  Lodges  and  Chapters  and 
Masonic  bodies  in  the  United  States  vihere  he  has  attended , excepting 
as  follows:  That  in  the  note  in  the  thirtieth  page,  in  the  words  three 
miles  long , and  in  the  Fellow  Crafts  obligation,  the  clause,  “Furthermore 
do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  this  State,  under 
which  this  Lodge  is  held,  and  conform  to  all  the  Bye-laws,  rules  and 
regulations  of  this  or  any  other  Lodge  of  which  1 may  at  any  time  here- 
after become  a member,  as  far  as  in  my  power” — which  clause  of  the 
oath  has  never  been  administered  in  that  degree,  to  his  knowledge,  but 
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that  this  clause  is  administered  in  the  oath  to  the  Master  Mason’s  degree. 

That  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  there  was  no  clause  requiring  him  to 
swear  to  support  the  political  preferment  of  a Royal  Arch  Companion 
in  preference  to  any  other  person.  And  that  with  these  exceptions,  to 
the  best  ofhis  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  the  said  publication  is 
GENUINE,  TRUE  AND  CORRECT  FrEE-M  ASONRY,  AND  THAT  ONLY. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  in 
reference  to  the  first  seven  degrees  of  Free-Masonrv,  they  are  substanti- 
ally the  same  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  exception  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  In  which  Stale,  the 
degrees  of  Mark  Master  and  Most  Excellent  Master,  as  he  has  been  in- 
formed and  believes,  are  not  recognized  as  essential  parts  of  the  Masonic 
System.  That  the  witness  has  been  told  by  Free-Masons,  that  the  de- 
gree  of  Mark  Master  was  manufactured  in  Albany  some  twenty-eight 
years  ago. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that 
he  knows  nothing  more  than  what  he  has  already  stated. 


Interrogatories  proposed  by  Defendant. 

Are  you  politically  attached  to  the  Anti-Masouic  party? 

Have  you  committed  yourself  to  the  public  by  written  statement,  verbal  declaration,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  obligations,  or  principles  of  Masonry?  and  in  what  manner  have 
you  so  committed  yourself? 

Do  you  publish  an  Anti-Masonic  Newspaper?  or  are  you  in  any  manner  connected  with 
the  publication  of  such  a paper? 

Are  you  a seceding  Mason?  And  how  long  were  you  a Mason  before  you  seceded?  Have 
you  at  any  time  been  an  officer  in  a Lodge  of  Free-Masons,  and  what  offices  have  you 
filled  if  any?  Have  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  administered  the  Masonic  obligations, 
and  which  of  them  to  any  person  or  persons  taking  Masonic  degrees? 

Have  you  at  any  time,  and  when,  been  expelled  from  a Lodge  of  Free-Masons?  If  yea, 
for  what  offence,  reputed  or  real? 

W ere  you  during  your  continuance  with  Masonry  restrained  or  prohibited  from  disclos- 
ing its  principles  or  obligations?  If  yea,  state  particularly  the  nature  ofthe  restraint  or 
prohibition  that  was  imposed  upon  you. 

W as  the  obligation  to  promote  the  political  advancement  of  each  other  generally  receiv- 
ed and  acted  upon  by  Masons  while  you  were  in  their  fellowship?  If  yea,  how  has  it 
happened  that  upon  all  questions  of  general  politics,  Masons  are  found  to  be  opposed  to 
each  other? 


To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  is  not  politically  attached  to  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  being  a Clergy- 
man bv  profession  and  not  mingling  in  politics. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  has  declared  publicly  and  privately  that  he  thought  the  oaths  and 
obligations  of  Free- Masonry  should  itot  be  observed.  That  he  has  pub- 
lished an  address  made  bv  him  to  a meeting  of  professors  of  religion  of 
different  denominations  ofChristians,  called  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing what  was  the  duty  of  professing  Christians  on  the  subject  of  Free-Ma- 
sonry. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
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he  does  not  publish  an  Anti-Masonic  newspaper,  and  that  he  is  not  in  any 

way  or  manner  connected  with  the  publication  of  such  a paper. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  is  a Seceding  Mason.  That  he  was  a Mason  about  eleven  years  be- 
fore he  seceded  in  a public  manner.  That  he  was  an  officer  in  a lodge 
of  Free- masons.  That  he  filled  the  offices  of  Senior  Deacon  and  Junior 
Warden,  Scribe  to  a Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  Chaplain  to  the  Lodge 
of  Perfection.  That  he  lias  acted  as  Master  of  the  Lodge  for  the  time 
being,  and  while  thus  acting  has  administered  to  candidates  the  oaths 
and  obligations  of  the  three  first  degrees  in  Free-masonry. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  was  never  expelled  from  any  masonic  body  of  any  kind. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
during  his  connection  with  Free-masonry  he  was  restrained  and  prohibi- 
ted from  disclosing  its  principles  and  obligations.  That  he  was  restrain- 
ed from  disclosing  them,  from  the  idea  that  its  obligations  were  morally 
binding,  and  from  th  ejear  of  incurring  the  wrath  of  the  Fraternity  of 
Free-  Masons. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says, 
that  while  he  was  in  the  fellowship  with  the  Fraternity  of  Freemasons, 
the  obligation  to  promote  the  political  advancement  of  each  other  was 
not  received  and  acted  upon,  to  his  knowledge,  bv  Free-mason9. 

NATHAN  N.  WHITING. 

Sworn  before, 

Frederick  G.  Stanley,  ) Commis- 
David  D.  Spencer,  { sioners. 


Supposition  of  Joseph  Esty. 

JOSEPH  E3TY,  of  the  County  of  Tompkins,  State  of  New  York, 
aged  thirty-five  years  and  upwards,  being  produced,  sworn  and  examin- 
ed in  behalf  the  Plaintiff  in  the  title  of  these  Depositions  named,  doth  de- 
pose as  follows — viz:  First, 

[Plaintiff’s  Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  'preceding  Deposition .] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  of  the  Plaintiff  he  saith,  That  he  is  a Free- 
Mason;  that  he  has  taken  the  following  degrees  in  Free-Masonry — to 
wit:  The  degree  of  Entered  Apprentice,  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft,  the 
degree  of  Master  Mason,  the  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  the  degree 
of  Past  Master  Mason,  the  degree  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  the  degree 
of  Royal  Arch  Companion,  and  two  other  degrees,  one  of  which  was  call- 
ed the  degree  of  Most  Secret  Master  and  the  other  the  degree  of  the 
Mediterranean  Pass. 

That  one  point  in  the  Obligation  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason  is 
a general  promise  of  secrecy:  That  the  penalty  to  the  oath  in  that  de- 
gree is  in  substance  as  follows,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection — 
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“Under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  throat  cut  across,  my  tongue 
torn  out  by  the  roots,  my  body  buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea  where 
the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours.” 

That  one  point  in  the  oath  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason  is  a general  pro- 
mise of  secrecy. 

That  he  does  not  recollect  precisely  the  points  in  the  penalty  to  the 
oath  in  this  degree,  and  therefore  cannot  state  them. 

That  in  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft  Mason,  or  in  the  degree  of  Master 
Mason  and  which  he  is  not  certain,  the  candidate  swears  that  he  will  obey 
all  regular  signs  and  summons  handed,  sent  or  thrown  to  him  from  a 
brother  Mason: 

That  in  the  oath  of  one  of  the  degrees  he  has  taken,  but  which  de- 
gree he  does  not  recollect,  the  candidate  swears  “to  fly  to  the  relief  of  a 
brother  giving  him  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  distress,  if  there  is  a greater 
probability  of  saving  his  life  than  losing  his  own:” 

That  in  the  oath  to  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  there  is  a general  pro- 
mise of  secrecy,  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  oath  to  the  preceding 
degrees; 

That  there  is  a point  in  the  oath  to  this  degree,  requiring  the  candi- 
date to  FOREWARN  A BROTHER  MASTER  MaSON  OF  ALL  APPROACHING 

danger.  That  he  cannot  state  from  recollection  any  further  points  in 
the  oath  to  this  degree: 

That  the  penalty  to  the  oath  in  this  degree  is  in  substance  as  follows: 

“Binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  body  severed 
in  two  in  the  centre  aud  divided  to  the  north  and  south,  my  bowels  burnt 
to  ashes  in  the  midst  and  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of  Heaven,  that 
there  might  not  the  least  remembrance  remain  among  men  or  Masons' 
of  so  vile  or  perjured  wretch  as  1 should  be,  should  I ever  be  guilty  of 
violating  any  part  of  this  my  oath  or  obligation  of  a Mastei  Mason.  So 
help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same.” 

That  in  relation  to  the  degree  of  Mark  Master  Mason,  Past  Master 
Mason,  and  Most  Excellent  Master  Mason,  Most  Secret  Master  and 
Mediterranean  Pass,  that  he  does  not  recollect  the  oaths  to  the  same  suf- 
ficiently to  state  them. 

That  he  does  not  recollect  the  particular  points  in  the  oath  in  the  Roy- 
al Arch  degree  of  Free-masonry,  and  cannot  state  the  same,  as  he  has 
not  attended  a Lodge  or  Chapter  for  the  space  of  about  ten  years. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  he 
is  a Royal  Arch  Companion.  That  he  and  two  other  persons  were  blind- 
folded and  led  by  an  officer  of  the  chapter  to  a certain  part  of  the  room. 
That  he  was  told  by  the  officer  to  take  his  shoes  off  his  feet  for  the 
place  where  he  stood  was  holy  ground: 

That  he  cannot  state  minutely  the  scene  of  the  burning  bush  in  this 
degree;  nor  can  he  state  the  points  in  the  oath  to  this  degree. 
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To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that 
he  has  never  taken  the  degree  ofNight  Templar. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  as 
far  as  he  has  received  the  degrees  of  Free-masonry  the  same  are  sub - 
stantially  set  forth,  correctly  and  truly  in  “ Bernard's  Light  on  Ma- 
sonry," published  and  printed  at  Utica,  A.  D.  1829, by  William  Williams, 
Genessee  Street.  That  the  book  has  been  partially  examined  by  him, 
and  contains  only  Free-Masonry  as  far  as  he  has  any  knowledge  or  re- 
collection of  the  same. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that  he 
is  unable  to  answer. 

To  the  Seventh  Interrogatory  on  the  par*  of  the  plaintiff,  he  says,  that 
he  can  state  nothing  further  than  what  he  has  already  stated. 


[Defendant's  Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  deposition.'] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  is  not  politically  attached  to  the  Anti- Masonic  party,  and  that  he  is 
not  attached  to  any  party  as  a political  partizan. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says, 
that  he  has  never  committed  himself  to  the  public,  by  any  verbal  or  writ- 
ten publication  on  the  subject  of  Free-Masonry. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  is  not  an  Editor  of  any  Anti-Masonic  newspaper,  nor  is  he  any  way 
connected  with  the  publication  thereof. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  is  not  a seceding  Mason,  that  he  has  never  been  a regular  officer  in  a 
Lodge,  nor  has  he  ever  administered  the  Masonic  oaths  to  any  one. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
he  has  never  beenexpelled  froma  Lodge  ofFree-masonsto  his  knowledge. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says,  that 
while  he  attended  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  as  a Mason,  he  felt  bound  by 
his  Masonic  oaths  not  to  disclose  the  secrets  of  Free-masonry.  That  he 
then  supposed  himself  bound  by  a moral  obligation  to  observe  the  oathii 
of  Free-masonry. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  he  says, 
that  to  his  knowledge  while  he  was  in  the  fellowship,  there  was  no  obli- 
gation on  the  part  of  Free-masons  to  promote  the  political  advancement 


of  each  other. 


JOSEPH  ESTY 


Sworn  before  us, 


sioners. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  take  Depositions  in  the  City  of 

New  York. 

Henry  Cotheal,  Henry  Danna  Ward,  and  Levi  H.  Clarke,  ap- 
peared and  acted. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  produced,  sworn,  and  examined  the  eleventh 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two, 
at  the  City  of  New  York,  under  and  by  virtue  of  a Commission  issued 
out  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  County  of  Adams,  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  a certain  cause  therein  depending  and  at  issue,  be- 
tween Thaddeus  Stevens,  plaintiff,  and  Jacob  Lefever,  defendant,  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Interrogatories  proposed  by  Plaintiff. 

1st. — Are  you  a Free-mason — if  so,  of  how  many  degrees,  and  where  were  yon  made 
a Mason? 

2d. — Do  Free-masons  take  Oaths  on  taking  each  degree — and  if  so,  state  the  oath*  at- 
tached to  each  degree? 

2d. — State  whether  in  any  of  the  degrees  the  ceremony  of  the  Burning  Bush  is  per- 
formed— and  if  so,  state  the  ceremony. 

4th. — State  the  ceremony  in  the  Knight  Templar’s  Degree — and  if  any  Libation  is  ta- 
ken out  of  a Human  Skull,  state  it  in  full. 

5th. — State  whether  Morgan’s  Revelations  of  Masonry  are  true  or  not. 

6th. — State  whether  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry”  is  correct  and  true  or  not;  and  if 
yea,  state  the  Edition  and  where  printed  to  which  you  refer. 

7th. — State  whether  Free-masonry  is  substantially  the  same  through  the  Union  and 
the  World. 

8th. — State  any  other  matter  relative  to  masonry  going  to  establish  the  truth  of  the 
facts  stated  in  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry  ” 

9th. — State  any  other  matter  or  thing  which  may  be  evidence  in  this  suit. 

Deposition  of  Jarvis  F.  Hanks. 

JARVIS  F.  HANKS,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Sign  Painter,  aged 
thirty  years  and  upwards,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined,  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows,  viz:  First, 

To  the  first  Interrogatory,  he  saith: 

He  has  been  a Free-mason,  and  has  received  Eighteen  Degrees,  and 
was  made  a Mason  in  Kanawha  Lodge,  No.  one  hundred  and  four,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia:  Secondly, 

To  the  second  Interrogatory,  he  saith: 

Free-Masons  do  take  oaths  in  nearly  all  the  degrees,  but  in  some  few, 
they  only  make  promises.  He  speaks  with  reference  only  to  the  eigh- 
teen degrees  which  he  has  taken.  The  oath  of  an  Entered  Apprentice 
as  contained  in  a book  entitled,  “Light  on  Masonry,”  and  now  produced 
and  marked,  exhibit  A.  is  the  oath  of  Entered  Apprentice  as  adminis- 
tered to  him  in  all  respects,  except  some  very  trifling  verbal  differences, 
such  as  exist  between  any  two  different  Lodges,  the  spirit  being  the  same. 
And  except  also,  immediately  preceding  the  words  “So  help  me  G©d,” 
*n  the  oath  referred  to,  the  following  woids  were  inserted,  in  the  oath  re- 
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ceived  by  him,  viz:  “Should  I be  wilfully  guilty  of  violating  this  my 
most  solemn  obligation  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason 

The  oath  of  a Fellow  Cralt  Mason,  as  contained  in  the  said  book, 
marked  exhibit  A.  at  page  44,  is  materially  the  same,  except  that  in  the 
oath  received  by  him  the  following  words  were  omitted,  viz:  “Further- 
more do  1 promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  wrong  this  lodge,  nor  a 
brother  of  this  degree  to  the  value  of  two  cents,  knowingly  myself,  nor 
suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it.”  Also  the 
words  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and.”  And  except  also 
such  trifling  verbal  alterations,  as  occur  in  every  oath  without  altering 
the  spirit  or  meaning  ol  the  same. 

The  oath  of  a Master  Mason,  as  contained  in  the  said  book,  marked 
Exhibit  A.  at  paged,  is  materially  the  same,  except  that  in  the  oath  re- 
ceived by  him,  the  following  words  were  omitted,  viz:  “Furthermore  do 
1 promise  and  swear,  that  I w ill  goon  a Master  Mason’s  errand  whenev- 
er required,  even  should  [ have  to  go  barefooted,  and  bearheaded,  if 
within  the  length  of  my  cable-tow.  Furthermoredo  1 promise  and  swear, 
that  I will  always  remember  a brother  Master  Mason,  when  on  my  knees, 
offering  up  my  devotions  to  Almighty  God.  Furthermore  do  I promise 
and  swear,  that  if  any  part  of  this  mv  solemn  oath  or  obligation,  be  omit- 
ted at  this  time,  that  I will  hold  myself  amenable  thereto  whenever  in- 
formed.” fie  further  saith,  that  this  last  clause,  beginning,  “Further- 
more,” and  contained  in  the  five  last  preceding  lines,  he  has  usually  heard, 
and  has  himself  administered  in  the  Concord  Lodge,  No.  15,  Cleaveland, 
Ohio. 

The  oath  of  a Mark  Master  Mason,  as  contained  in  the  said  book, 
marked  Exhibit  A,  at  page  98,  is  materially  the  same,  as  he  received. 

He  has  examined  the  oath  of  a Fast  Master,  page  109,  that  of  most 
Excellent  Master,  page  120,  and  that  of  Royal  Arch,  page  129,  as  con- 
tained in  the  said  book  marked  Exhibit  A.  and  finds  them  to  be  materi- 
ally tire  same  as  he  has  observed  them  to  be  administered,  and  has  him- 
self administered  them,  in  the  Chapter.  Rut  his  recollection  is  not  dis- 
tinct on  every  point  of  the  four  last  mentioned  oaths,  as  to  the  precise 
manner  in  which  he  received  them,  for  they  were  administered  to  him 
in  a Chapter  in  Philadelphia,  he  thinks  No.  52,  in  one  and  the  same 
night.  Two  points  however  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  he  does  distinct- 
ly recollect  having  received  in  the  following  words,  page  130,  Exhibit 
A.  viz:  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  aid  and 
assist  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason, when  engaged  in  any  diffi- 
culty, and  espouse  his  cause,  so  far  as  to  extricate  him  from  the 
same,  if  in  my  power,  WHETHER  HE  P,E  RIGHT  OR  VY  RONG.” 

“Furthermore  do  1 promise  and  swear  that  a Companion  Royal  Ma- 
son's Secrets , given  me  in  charge  as  such,  and  1 knowing  them  to  be 
such,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  inviolable  in  my  breast  as  in  his  own, 
MURDER  AND  TREASON  NOT  EXCEPTED .” 
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But  the  following  words  in  the  same  oath,  page  130  Exhibit  A.  be 
has  neither  received  nor  heard  administered,  viz:  “Also  that  I will  pro- 
mote a companion  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  political  preferment  in  preference 
to  another  of  equal  qualifications.” 

The  oaths  of  the  following  degrees  of  Masonry,  viz:  Roval  Masters 
Select  Master, Knights  of  Constantinople,  Mediterranean  Pass,  Union 
Master,  and  Intimate  Secretary,  he  does  not  recollect,  with  sufficient 
distinctness,  to  testify  what  they  are.  The  Ark  and  Dove,  Knight  of 
St.  John,  and  Knight  of  the  Round-table,  degrees  in  Masonry,  he  thinks, 
contain  promises,  instead  of  oaths;  but  he  does  not  recollect  their  import, 
beyond  the  single  points  of  secrecy  in  each  degree. 

The  oath  of  Secret  Monitor,  as  contained  in  a book  entitled  Allyn’s 
Ritual,  and  now  produced  and  marked  Exhibit  B.  page  188,  is  the  oath 
of  Secret  Monitor,  as  he  received  it.  Also  the  oath  of  Heroine  of  Jericho 
contained  in  said  Exhibit  B.  page  193,  is  the  oath  of  Heroine  of  Jericho, 
as  he  received  it. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  hesaith: 

The  ceremony  ofthe  Burning  Bush  as  Moses  saw  it,  is  represented  on 
the  admission  of  every  candidate  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Some- 
times a real  bush  is  used  with  candles  placed  within  it;  sometimes  a 
transparent  painting,  representing  the  angel  in  the  burning  bush;  the 
candidate  is  brought  before  it,  is  caused  to  look  at  it  by  removing  the 
covering  from  over  his  eyes,  and  to  take  off  his  shoes,  while  the  first  six 
verses  of  the  third  chapter  of  Exodus  are  read. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  hesaith: 

He  never  took  the  Knight  Templar’s  degree. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

The  book  which  is  usually  known,  as  Morgan's  Revelation  of  Free- 
Masonry  is  true. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  hesaith: 

That  the  work  called  Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry,  published  at  Utica, 
1829,  by  Wm.  Williams,  a copy  of  which  is  annexed,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  is  so  far  as  he  is  acquainted  with  Masonry,  and  so  far  as  he  has  ex- 
amined the  book,  materially  correct. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

That  he  has  visited  lodges  and  chapters  in  Virginia,  Ohio, Pennsylva- 
nia, and  New  York,  in  all  of  which  the  rites,  ceremonies,  and  oaths  of 
Free-Masonry  are  substantially  the  same.  He  further  saith  that  he  has 
conversed  wilh  Masons  from  different  parts  of  this  country,  and  from 
Europe  concerning  the  mysteries  of  Masonry,  and  he  has  every  reason  to 
believe  it  is  the  same  everywhere. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  does  not  think  of  any  thing 
more. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  has  nothing  to  say. 
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{Defendant' s Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  depositions.] 

To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  politically  attached  to  the  Anti- Masonic  party. 

To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  committed  himself  as  to  the  obligations  and  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry, by  written  statements,  verbal  declarations,  and  public  lectures. 

To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  not  concerned  in  the  publication  ot  an  Anti- Masonic  newspaper 
in  any  way  whatever. 

To  the  4th  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  a seceding  Mason;  he  was  a Mason  about  seven  years  before 
seceding;  he  has  held  the  office  of  Worshipful  Master  of  a Lodge,  and 
that  of  High  Priest  of  a chapter,  each  One  year,  and  he  has  administered 
the  oaths  of  the  first  seven  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Concord  Lodge  No. 
15  and  Webb  Chapter  No.  13,  both  in  Cleaveland,  Ohio,  to  about  twen* 
ty-five  persons. 

To  the  fifth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  not  aware  that  he  has  been  expelled  or  suspended  from  a lodge  or 
chapter  of  Masons.  He  may  have  been  expelled;  if  he  has  been,  he 
knows  of  no  other  cause  but  his  seceding  from  the  order. 

To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  was  restrained  from  disclosing  the  principles  and  obligations  of 
Masonry,  while  a Mason,  by  the  oaths  of  the  order,  and  the  fear  of  the 
penalties  attached  to  them. 

To  the  seventh  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  answered  this  in  the  second  Interrogatory,  where  he  has  de- 
clared that  he  has  never  received  nor  heard  any  Masonic  obligation  ad- 
ministered, reauiring  Masons  to  promote  each  others  political  advance- 
ment. jarvis  f.  hanks. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  and  by  the  witness  subscribed 
and  sworn  to  on  the  11th  and  13th  days  of  January  1832,  before  us,. 

Henry  Cotheal,  ) 

Henry  D.  Ward,  > Commissioners. 

Levi  H.  Clarke,  ) 


deposition  of  Elihu  IJ'foitc. 

EL1HIJ  WHITE,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Merchant,  aged  fifty 
years  and  upwards,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  doth  depose  and  say,  as  follows,  viz: 

[ Plaintiff's  Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  depositions .] 
To  the  first  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  a Free-Mason  of  three  degrees,  initiated  in  the  city  ofN.  York. 
To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

Free-  Masons  do  take  oaths  on  taking  each  degree.  It  is  so  long  since 
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he  took  any  part  in  the  Lodges,  that  he  is  unable  to  state  the  phraseolo- 
gy of  the  oaths;  but  having  read  the  obligations,  or  oaths,  as  they  are 
published  in  Light  on  Masonry,  printed  at  Utica,  N.York,  by  Wm,  Wil- 
liams, A.  D.  1829,  marked  exhibit  A.  he  recollects,  that  the  obligations 
are  in  their  spirit  and  penalties  as  there  stated,  viz:  the  oath  of  Entered 
Apprentice,  page  20,  the  oath  of  Fellow  Craft,  page  44;  and  the  oath  of 
a Master  Mason,  page  61,  of  Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry,  marked  ex- 
hibit A. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  knoweth  not. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

That  being  a Mason  of  only  three  degrees,  he  knoweth  not. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  That  the  book,  called  Morgan’s 
book,  he  has  read,  and  it  is  correct  in  all  the  material  points. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

That  Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry,  marked  exhibit  A.  he  has  exam- 
ined on  the  oaths  and  penalties,  and  other  parts,  of  the  first  three  degrees, 
and  finds  it  to  be,  as  far  as  he  has  examined  it,  correct. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

It  is  claimed  by  Masons,  that  Masonry  is  every  where  *he  same. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  has  nothing  to  say. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  knoweth  not 

[defendant's  Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  Depositions .] 

To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  politically  attached  to  the  Anti-Masonic  party. 

To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  He  has  not  committed 
himself  to  the  public  by  written  statement,  verbal  declaration,  or  other- 
wise, as  to  the  principles  or  obligations  of  Masonry. 

To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  No. 

To  the  fourth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  not  a seceding  Mason;  has  never  held  an  office  in  a Lodge,  or 
administered  a Masonic  oath;  has  been  a Mason  over  twenty  years. 

To  the  fifth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  no  knowledge  of  having  been  expelled  or  suspended  from  the 
Lodge. 

To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  was  restrained  by  the  penalties  and  oaths. 

To  the  seventh  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  knoweth  not  of  any  such  obligation  in  Masonry. 

ELIHU  WHITE. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  and  by  the  witness  subscribed 
aQd  sworn  to,  the  11th  and  12th  days  of  January,  1832,  before  us, 

Henry  Cotheae,  } 

Henry  D.  Ward,  > 

Levi  H.  Cearke,  ) 


Commissioners. 
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^Deposition  of  Jlvery  .Ellyn. 

AVERY  ALLYN,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Stone  Cutter,  aged 
thirty  years  and  upwards,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows,  viz: 

[Plaintiff's  Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  Depositions .] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  been  initiated  into  the  order  of  Masonry,  and  has  taken  all  the 
regular  degrees  from  Entered  Apprentice  to  the  Knights  of  Malta  inclu- 
sive. He  was  initiated  into  the  first  degree  in  the  town  of  Washington, 
County  of  Litchfield,  State  of  Connecticut,  in  a lodge  called,  he  thinks, 
Rising  Sun. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

Free- Masons  do  take  oaths  in  every  degree  he  has  received,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  honorary  degrees,  in  which  a promise  is  given, 
founded  on  some  previous  oath. 

The  oath  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  as  contained  in  a book  of  which 
he  is  the  author,  entitled  Allyn’s  Ritual,  already  produced  and  marked 
exhibit  B.  is  the  oatli  of  Entered  Apprentice,  as  he  received  it,  under 
the  instruction  of  Daniel  D.  or  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  then  Master  of  the 
lodge  in  which  deponent  was  initiated,  and  since  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut. 

He  further  saith,  that  the  oaths  of  the  Fellow  Craft’s  degree,  page  59, 
and  of  Master  Mason,  page  71,  and  of  Mark  Master,  page  100,  and  of 
Past  Master,  page  114,  and  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  page  127,  and  of 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  page  143,  as  contained  in  exhibit  B.  were  adminis- 
tered to  him  under  the  administration  of  the  above  mentioned  Daniel 
D.  or  Daniel  B.  Brinsmade,  Master  of  the  Lodge,  and  High  Priest  of  the 
Chapter,  and  since  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Connecticut, 
and  so  he  has  since  heard  them  administered  in  other  lodges  and  chapters. 

He  further  saith,  that  the  degrees  of  the  Secret  Council,  viz:  Royal 
Master,  and  Select  Master,  have,  the  former  a promise,  contained  page 
167,  and  the  latter  an  oath,  contained  page  178,  of  exhibit  B.  the  same 
that  he  received  and  has  assisted  to  confer  on  others. 

He  further  saith,  that  the  degrees  of  the  Encampment  are,  Knight  of 
the  Red  Cross,  Knight  Templar,  and  Knight  of  Malta.  The  oath  of  the 
Knight,  of  the  Red  Cross,  page  220,  of  the  Knight  Templar,  and  Knight 
of  Malta,  pages  236  and  250  of  exhibit  B.  are  the  oaths  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, as  he  received  them  of  most  eminent  Laban  Smith,  Grand  Com- 
mander and  Sovereign  Master  of  New  Haven  Encampment  of  Knight 
Templars,  No.  2.;  and  as  he  has  assisted  in  conferring  them  on  others 
in  Clinton  Encampment,  No.  3.,  of  Connecticut,  and  in  Morton  Encamp- 
ment of  Knight  Templars,  St.  John’s  Hall,  in  the  City  of  N.  York. 

He  further  saith,  that  the  oaths  of  the  following  Honorary  Degrees, 
as  contained  in  exhibit  B.  are  the  same  as  he  has  himself  received,  aad 
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as  are  generally  conferred  by  Masons  within  the  sphere  of  his  observa- 
tion,  viz:  Secret  Monitor,  received  from  Grand  Lecturer  Barney,  page 
188;  Heroine  of  Jericho,  page  193,  and  Knights  of  the  Three  Kings, 
page  200. 

He  further  saith,  that  he  has  received  the  Degrees  of  Honor,  called 
Intimate  Secretary,  Ark  and  Dove,  Knights  of  the  Round  Table,  Medi- 
terranean Pass,  Secret  Master,  and  Union  Master,  but  of  these  his  mem- 
ory does  not  enable  him  to  specify  particularly. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

The  ceremony  of  the  Burning  Bush  is  performed  in  the  Royal  Arch 
degree,  in  manner  and  form  particularly  described  in  the  book,  called 
Allyn’s  Ritual,  marked  exhibit  B.  page  147,  line  third  to  the  twenty-sixth 
inclusive. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

The  ceremony  of  the  Knight  Templar’s  degree  requires  the  candidate 
to  participate  with  the  Sovereign  Master  of  the  Encampment  in  five  li- 
bations. The  candidate  is  told  by  the  Sovereign  Master  that  the  ele- 
ments of  the  first  four  libations  are  wine  and  water,  of  the  fifth  libation, 
pure  wine — which  pure  wine  is  to  be  drunk  from  a human  skull.  The 
candidate  is  further  told,  that  he  cannot  be  received  a Knight  of  the  En- 
campment, until  he  has  participated  in  this  libation,  in  receiving  which, 
he  is  required  to  kneel  at  the  base  of  the  triangle,  on  which  stand  twelve 
tapers  in  form  of  a triangle,  representing  the  twelve  Apostles.  For  a 
particular  description  of  the  whole  ceremony,  he  refers  to  the  book  called 
Allyn’s  Ritual,  from  the  fourth  line  on  page  249.  to  the  bottom  of  page 
250,  including  the  notes,  and  also  the  plate  facing  page  250,  exhibit  B, 

He  further  saith,  that  after  he  had  received  the  fifth  libation,  he  was 
informed  by  “Most  Eminent,”  Benjamin  M-  Hill,  then  acting  Generallis- 
simo  in  New  Haven  Encampment,  and  a respectable  Baptist  Clergyman 
of  New  Haven  city,  where  deponent  was  dubbed  and  created,  that  object 
tions  were  often  raised  by  candidates  to  proceeding  in  different  parts  of 
the  ceremony  of  this  degree;  and  in  one  particular  case,  he  knew  a can- 
didate at  the  base  of  the  triangle,  as  above  described,  interrupt  the  pro- 
gress of  the  ceremonies,  for  the  space  of  two  hours  or  more,  by  refusing 
to  take  the  fifth  libation,  and  sealed  obligation;  but  in  that , and  in  every 
other  instance  of  the  kind , the  candidate  was  constrained  or  caused 
to  proceed  at  last  “ according  to  the  ancient  rites  and  ceremonies .” — 
But  the  oath  and  libation  which  often  cause  the  candidate  to  object  to 
proceeding,  and  which  he  is  told  will  afterward  be  qualified  and  explain- 
ed to  his  perfect  satisfaction,  to  induce  him  to  proceed,  were  never  quali- 
fied or  explained  to  the  deponent,  or  to  any  other  candidate  in  the  differ- 
ent Encampments  in  which  he  has  seen  this  degree  conferred. 

Deponent  further  saith,  that  he  received  with  three  others  a copy  of 
the  entire  “ work ” and  ceremonies,  oaths  and  obligations  of  the  degrees 
ofKnight  Templar  and  Knight  of  Malta,  in  writing,  from  the  said  Ben- 
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jamin  M.  Hill,  who  required  one  dollar  of  each  person,  and  alsoan  oath, 
that  whenever  they  used  the  manuscript,  or  either  of  them,  they  should 
neither  lay  it  down,  nor  put  it  away,  until  it  was  first  wrapped  up,  sealed, 
and  directed  to  some  Sir  Knight  of  the  Order. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

The  hook  called  Morgan's  Illustrations  of  Masonry , is  substantial- 
ly correct.  He  has  seen  it  used  by  officers  of  the  lodges  in  conferring 
the  degrees,  as  a text  hook  and  guide.  With  a few  trifling  exceptions 
it  is  according  to  “the  work”  a6  taught  by  Jeremy  L.  Cross,  Grand  Lec- 
turer, whose  business  it  has  been,  to  visit  the  different  lodges  of  Connec- 
ticut and  other  parts  of  New  England,  to  secure  uniformity  in  “the 
work,”  or  ceremonies  of  Masonry.  One  instance  of  an  exception  is  the 
following:  In  Morgan’s  book,  the  first  question  in  the  lecture  of  an  En- 
tered Apprentice  is:  “From  whence  came  you  as  an  Entered  Appren- 
tice Mason?  Ans.  From  the  holy  lodge  of  St.  John's  at  Jerusalem .” — 
The  answer  should  be  “from  a lodge  of  the  holy  St.  John's  of  Jerusalem.” 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

That  the  book  called  Bernard's  Light  on  Masonry,  marked  exhibit 
A . is  substantially  true.  1 1 varies  in  many  inconsiderable  parts  from 
the  manner  of  “the  woik,”  of  Masonry,  as  he  was  taught  it.  These  va- 
riations may  be  seen,  by  comparing  any  degree  or  obligation,  or  cere- 
mony of  Masonry,  described  in  exhibit  A.  with  the  same  degree,  obliga- 
tion, or  ceremony,  as  described  in  exhibit  B. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

If  the  professions  of  the  Order  are  correct,  Masonry  is  every  where 
tl  e same.  He  was  so  taught  and  instructed  as  a Mason. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  knows  of  nothing  important  to  establish  the  truth  of  Bernard’s 
Light  on  Masonry  further  than  what  he  has  before  stated. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  lias  nothing  to  say. 

To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  politically  attached  to  the  Anti-Masonic  party. 

To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  committed  himself  to  the  public,  by  written  statements  and 
by  verbal  declaration, respecting  the  principles  & obligations  of  Masonry. 

To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  neither  publishes,  nor  is  any  way  concerned  in,  an  Anti-Masonic 
Newspaper. 

To  the  4th  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  a seceding  Mason;  was  a Mason  seven  or  eight  years,  before 
seceding;  he  has  been  Warden  of  a Lodge,  Grand  Master  ofVeils  in  a 
Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Master  of  Infantry  in  a council  of  Red 
Cross  Knights,  and  Junior  Warden  of  an  Encampment  of  Knights  Tem- 


FKEE-MASONRY  UNMASKED.  47 

plars  and  Knights  of  Malta;  and  he  has  never  administered  a Masonic 
oath,  excepting  the  honorary  degrees  of  Secret  Monitor,  Union  Master 
and  some  others  not  fully  recollected. 

To  the  filth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  never  been  at  any  time  expelled  or  suspended  from  Masonry, 
or  any  association  of  Masons,  to  his  knowledge.  Up  to  the  time  of  his 
secession  he  was  in  good  and  regular  standing. 

To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  was  restrained,  while  a Mason,  and  prohibited,  from  disclosing  the 
peculiar  principles  and  obligations  of  Free- Masonry,  by  the  charges, 
oaths,  and  penalties  of  the  order.  In  one  particular  case,  where  the 
murder  of  Wm.  Morgan  was  communicated  to  him  as  the  secret  of  a 
Knight  Templar,  he  was  restrained  from  communicating  it  to  the  public 
for  many  months,  by  the  dread  of  Masonic  per &eculion,  and  the  fear  of 
violating  his  Masonic  oaths. 

To  the  7th  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  has  no  recollection  ot  having  heard  the  obligation  to  promote  each 
others  political  advancement  ever  administered  by  Masons. 

AVERY  ALLtN. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  the  witness  subscribed  and 
sworn  to  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  days  of  January,  1832,  before  us, 

Henry  Cotheal,  1 

Henry  D.  Ward,  ^Commissioners. 

Levi  H.  Clarke,  ) 

Deposition  of  Israel  Pinkney. 

ISRAEL  PINKNEY,  ofNew  Y ork,  gentleman,  aged  forty  years  and 
upwards,  being  duly  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  doth 
depose  and  say  as  follows,  viz : 

[Interrogatories  same  as  in  preceeding  Depositions.] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  is  a Free-Mason,  has  taken 
seven  degrees,  was  made  a Mason  in  Washington  Lodge  No.  17,  New 
York. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  saith,  Free-Masons  do  take  oaths  in 
each  degree.  He  has  attentively  read  the  oaths  of  the  seven  degrees 
of  Ancient  Masonry,  as  contained  in  a book  called  Allyn’s  Ritual,  edi- 
tion of  John  Marsh  and  company,  Boston,  1831,  and  finds  them  to  be, 
as  therein  stated,  substantially  correct;  to  wit.  the  oath  of  Enter- 
ed Apprentice,  page  29,  the  oath  of  Fellow  Craft,  page  59;  the  oath  of 
Master  Mason,  page'l;  the  oath  of  Mark  Master,  page  100;  the  oath  of 
Past  Master,  page  114;  the  oath  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  page  127; 
and  the  oath  of  Royal  Arch  Mason,  page  143;  of  said  volume  marked 
Exhibit  B.  To  their  general  accuracy  he  has  but  one  exception,  to  the 
best  of  his  recollection,  to  make,  viz.  to  the  clause  “ right  or  wrong,” 
in  the  Royal  Arch  oath. 
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To  the  third  Interrogatory  he  saith,  it  is  about  twenty  years  since  lie 
received  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  and  he  has  no  recollection  ot  the  rep- 
resentation  of  the  Burning  Bush. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he  is  not  a Templar,  and 
knoweth  not  of  the  libations  they  drink. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  has  never  seen  Morgan’s  Reve- 
lations of  Masonry,  but  he  has  seen  “a  Ritual  ofFree-Masonry,  illustrated 
by  numerous  engravings,  with  notes  and  remarks,  &c.  By  Avery  Allyn, 
Boston,  John  Marsh  & Co.  1831,”  marked  exhibit  B.  which  is,  as  near 
as  he  can  remember,  substantially  correct.  Ceremonies  of  different 
Lodges  may  be  a little  different,  according  to  the  peculiar  character  of 
the  officers  of  the  lodges;  but  in  the  leading  features,  in  the  obligations, 
and  in  the  polar  star  of  its  purpose,  the  “work”  of  the  lodges  is  uniformly 
the  same. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  has  never  read  Bernard’s  Light 
on  Masonry. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  believes  Free-Masonry  to 
be  substantially  the  same  throughout  the  world,  with  such  qualifications 
as  he  has  made  in  his  answer  to  the  fifth  Interrogatory. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he  knoweth  not  Bernard’s 
Iiight  on  Masonry. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  from  his  observations  of  the 
Order,  he  sincerely  believes,  that  Free-Masonry  has  an  unjust  and  undue 
influence  on  the  weak  and  ignorant  part  of  the  fraternity,  by  making  them 
think  that  Masons  are  more  their  friends  for  taking  upon  them  Masonic 
obligations , than  if  they  did  not,  thereby  giving  them  an  unjust  influence 
in  society. 


To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  is  certainly  not  attached 
to  the  Anti-Masonic  political  party. 

To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he  has  nevercommitted 
himself  in  any  way  to  the  public  respecting  the  principles  or  obligations 
of  Free-Masonry,  only  by  generally  speaking  against  its  peculiar  prin- 
ciples. 

To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  not  at  all;  he  has  no  connec- 
tion with  an  Anti-Masonic  newspaper  in  any  way. 

To  the  fouith  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  fora  year  past  he  has 
considered  himself  to  be  absolved  from  all  Masonic  obligations,  because 
he  believe*  them  to  be  injurious  to  society  and  unjust.  He  has  been  a 
Mason  about  twenty  years.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  a Royal  Arch 
Chapter,  or  ot  a Blue  Lodge;  he  has  filled  many  offices  protein — but 
has  never  administered  a Masonic  obligation. 

To  the  fifth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  lie  has  never  been  expelled 
or  suspended  from  a Lodge. 

To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  certainly  considered 
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he  was  restrained  and  prohibited  from  disclosing  Free-Masonry,  its 
principles  and  obligations,  by  the  nature  of  his  Masonic  oaths,  and  the 
common  opinions  of  his  fellow  Masons.  The  penalties  he  always  con- 
sidered ceremonial. 

To  the  seventh  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  knows  not  ofany 
obligation  in  Masonry  to  promote  the  political  advancement  of  Masons. 

ISRAEL  PINKNEY. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  and  by  the  witness  subscribed 
and  sworn  to  this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  1832,  before  us, 

Henry  Cotheal,  1 

Henry  D.  Ward,  > Commissioners. 

Levi  H.  Cearke,  ) 


Deposition  of  Joel  Darker. 

JOEL  PARKER,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Pastor  of  the  Free  Pres- 
byterian  church,  in  Dry  street,  and  member  of  the  third  Presbytery  in 
the  city  of  New  York:aged  thirty  years  and  upwards,  being  duly  sworn 
and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  doth  depose  and  say,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

[Interrogatories  same  as  in  preceding  Depositions .] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

He  is  a Mason  and  has  taken  seven  degrees,  besides  some  honerary 
degrees;  was  made  a Mason  in  the  Lodge,  in  Vernon, Oneida  County, 
New  York. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  saith: 

Free-Masons  do  take  oaths  on  taking  each  degree.  Having  read  the 
oath  of  Entered  Apprentice  Mason,  as  contained  in  a book,  called  “Ber- 
nard’s Light  on  Masonry,”  Williams  edition, 1829,  marked  exhibit  A. 
deponent  saith  it  is  substantially  the  same  that  he  received,  and  his  im- 
pression is,  that  it  is  the  same  in  every  word  and  letter,  which  he  received 
at  his  initiation,  as  an  Entered  Apprentice.  Having  read  the  oath  of 
the  Fellow  Craft’s  degree,  pages  44  and  45,  of  the  same  book,  marked 
exhibit  A.  deponent  saith,  that  in  all  its  important  features,  it  is  the  same, 
with  the  oath  administered  to  him  in  this  degree;  but  whether  the  clause 
requiring  him  to  obey  all  regular  signs  and  summonses  was  administered 
to  him  in  this  degree,  he  cannot  say,  although  it  was  administered  to 
him  in  some  of  the  oaths  of  Masonry.  The  phrase  “ square  and  angle 
of  my  work ” the  deponent  does  not  recollect  at  all.  Having  read  the 
Master  Mason’s  oath,  contained  in  the  book  called  “Light  on  Masonry” 
pages  61,  62,  63,  deponent  saith  that  as  far  as  his  recollection  serves 
him,  it  is  the  same  oath  that  he  received  as  a Master  Mason,  neverthe- 
less the  following  expressions  he  does  not  perfectly  recollect;  viz:  “for 
the  benefit  of  the  craft  when  at  work,”  (page  62,  line  five.)  On  page  63 
lines  seven  and  eight  from  the  top,  he  is  not  certain  that  the  phrase,  and 
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“they  left  at  my  own  election”  was  received  by  him.  He  sees  no  other 
point  that  he  does  not  feel  clear  about. 

Having  carefully  read  the  oath  of  a Mark  Master  Mason,  as  contained 
pages  98  and  99,  of  the  said  Light  on  Masonry,  marked  exhibit  A.  de- 
ponent sailh  it  is  in  substance  the  same  as  he  received  when  made  a Mark 
Master  Mason.  On  page  99,  line  13,  the  word  “swap”  he  does  not  rec- 
ollect, and  the  promise  contained  in  lines  fourteen  and  fifteen  on  the  same 
pages  not  to  send  his  mark  to  pledge  a second  time,  until  it  is  lawfully 
redeemed  from  the  first,  he  does  not  recollect. 

Having  read  the  oath  of  Past  Master  Mason,  as  contained  in  said 
Light  on  Masonry  pages  109,  110,  111,  marked  exhibit  A.  deponent 
saith,  it  is  with  one  exception,  substantially  the  same  with  the  one  he 
took,  when  admitted  to  this  degree.  The  exception,  on  page  110,  lines 
six,  seven,  and  eight  from  the  bottom,  is  in  these  words.  “Furthermore 
1 will  not  knowingly  set  in  any  Lodge  where  any  one  presides,  who  has 
not  received  the  degree  of  Past  Master,”  this  the  deponent  does  not  rec- 
ollect. The  phrase  before  excepted  to  as  doubtful  in  the  Master’s  de- 
gree viz:  “they  left  to  my  own  election,”  he  wishes  to  put  down  as 
doubtful  wherever  it  occurs;  so  much  dispute  having  been  raised  about 
it,  that  his  recollection  is  not  clear  upon  the  existence  of  that  phrase  in 
the  oaths,  as  administered  to  him;  his  impression,  however,  is  that  the 
phrase  was  administered  to  him. 

The  most  Excellent  Master  Mason’s  oath,  as  contained  on  pages  120, 
121,  of  said  Light  on  Masonry,  exhibit  A.  is  the  oath  which  he  received 
in  this  degree,  excepting  as  doubtful,  “they  left  to  my  own  choice.” 

Having  attentively  read  the  oath  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  as  contained 
in  Bernard’s  Light  on  Masonry,  pages  129,  130,  131,  exhibit  A.  depo- 
nent saith,  it  is  the  same  as  he  received  mainly,  when  admitted  into  the 
Royal  Arch  Chapter.  The  words  “Grand  Omnific,”  he  does  not  recol- 
lect. The  only  remaining  part  of  which  he  has  any  doubt,  is,  the  word 
“not”  in  the  phrase  “murder  and  treason  not  excepted.”  Whether  the 
word  was  used  or  not  used,  in  that  phrase,  he  does  not  recollect.  The 
clause  requiring  Royal  Arch  Masons  to  support  each  other’s  political 
preferment  in  preference  to  others  of  equal  qualifications,  was  administer- 
ed to  him,  but  the  form  of  the  words,  was,  deponent  thinks,  that  which  is 
given  in  the  note  to  this  oath,  exhibit  A.  page  130,  as  follows:  “Further- 
more, do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  vote  for  a companion  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  before  any  other  of  equal  qualifications.” 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  the  ceremony  of  the  burning 
bush  is  performed  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  Deponent  received  this 
degree  in  King  David’s  Royal  Arch  Chapter  in  Auburn,  Cayuga  Co., 
New  York.  A bush  of  ever-greens  was  set  in  the  room  18  inches  to 
two  feet  high,  which  was  set  on  fire  and  burned  very  brilliantly,  as  if  it 
had  been  immersed  in  spirits  of  turpentine.  While  it  consumed  they 
bade  him  remove  his  shoes  from  his  feet,  saying  “the  ground  whereon 
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thou  standest  is  holy.”  Other  scripture  language  was  used  connected 
with  the  miracle  of  the  bush  which  burned  and  consumed  not. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  knows  nothing  of  the 
degrees  of  Knight  Templar. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  should  think  he  had  read 
one  third  part  of  Morgan’s  Revelations  of  Masonry.  The  subject  was 
much  fresher  in  his  memory  then  than  now,  and  his  impression  at  the 
time  was  that  Morgan’s  book  was  remarkably  correct,  insomuch  that  he 
marvelled  at  the  great  accuracy  with  which  the  disclosures  were  made. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  has  examined  Bernard’s 
Light  on  Masonry,  published  at  Utica,  1829,  by  W m.  Williams,  marked 
exhibit  A.  on  the  oaths  and  penaliies  of  the  first  seven  degrees  closely, 
and  finds  it  to  be  so  far  substantially  correct.  On  the  lectures  and  cere- 
monies he  has  not  examined  it  only  as  he  opens  the  book,  the  Royal  Arch 
Cypher  strikes  his  eye,  which  with  the  key  to  it,  appears  to  be  correct. 
The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Word  Jah-buh-lun  is,  also,  correct,  and  the  man- 
ner of  giving  it,  as  described  in  said  book,  marked  exhibit  A.  The  man- 
ner of  opening  the  chapter  is  also  well  described.  In  the  chapter  in 
which  deponent  was  made,  the  word  was  given  three  ways  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  chapter,  first  G-O-D  under  the  living  arch  three  times  round, 
then  Je-ho-vah  in  the  same  manner  three  times  round,  and  again  Jah- 
buh-lun  three  times  round,  under  the  living  arch. 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  knows  little  of  the 
world  by  observation,  but  he  has  always  been  taught  that  its  universality 
was  one  of  the  chief  recommendations  of  Free-Masonry. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  was  at  Batavia  just  be- 
fore Morgan’s  book  was  published.  He  was  told  that  it  was  forthcoming, 
and  he  had  little  doubt  at  the  time  that  it  would  cost  Morgan  his  life. — 
He  enquired  of  a minister  of  the  Gospel,  the  Rev.  Eliphalet  Spencer, 
then  resident  at  Middleburv,  Genesee  county,  N.  Y.  what  they  were 
going  to  do  with  Morgan?  He  replied  that  they  thought  of  doing  sev- 
eral things,  but  as  he  was  a minister  of  the  Gospel  they  did  not  com- 
municate with  him  freely  upon  the  subject.  One  plan,  he  believed,  had 
been  to  burn  the  printing  office;  in  which  the  disclosures  were  at  the 
press,  but  he  thought  it  was  abandoned. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  he  knows  of  nothing  impor- 
tant to  reply. 

To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  he  feels  more  interest  in 
the  success  of  the  Anti-Masonic  political  party,  than  any  other,  but  he 
is  not  a political  man,  and  has  not  carried  an  Anti-Masonic  vote  these 
two  years. 

To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith,  he  has  published  a sermon 
preached  at  Rochester  thanksgiving  day  1828,  in  which  he  did  commit 
himself,  as  to  the  principles  of  Masonry. 
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To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  No;  he  neither  publishes 
nor  is  in  any  way  connected  with  an  Anti-Masonic  newspaper. 

To  the  fourth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  he  was  made  a Mason  in 
his  sophomore  year,  A.  D.  1822,  and  he  publicly  withdrew  from  the 
fraternity  in  1828.  He  never  held  an  office  in  Masonry,  but  has  at 
different  times  acted  temporarily,  as  Chaplain,  King,  and  Scribe  of  a 
Chapter.  He  has  never  administered  any  Masonic  obligation  in  any 
lodge  or  chapter.  He  has  administered  the  obligation  of  the  following 
honorary  degree,  viz:  Secret  Monitor,  and  he  thinks,  also  of  the  honorary 
degree  of  Knights  of  Constantinople.  The  oath  of  the  latter  is  correct- 
ly given,  he  thinks,  on  page  186  of  Allyn’s  Ritual,  published  by  John 
Marsh  & Co.  Boston,  1831,  marked  exhibit  B.  The  oath  of  Secret 
Monitor  is  correctly  given  in  said  volume,  exhibit  B.  page  188, 189. 

To  the  fifth  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  he  has  never  been  expelled, 
or  suspended,  or  in  any  difficulty  with  any  lodge,  chapter,  or  Free-Mason, 
as  such,  to  his  knowledge. 

To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  he  6aith:  that  while  he  considered 
the  oaths  of  Free-Masonry  binding,  he  never  did  disclose  its  peculiar 
principles,  or  obligations,  and  felt  restrained  from  such  disclosure,  by  the 
religious  obligation  of  his  oaths.  When  Morgan  was  known  to  be  pre- 
paring his  disclosures  for  the  press,  this  deponeut  reflected  with  himself: 
“What  if  I were  in  Morgan’s  stead?  I should  consider  myself  no  better 
than  marked  out  for  a sudden  and  violent  death.” 

The  deponent  further  saith:  that  the  state  of  current  opinion  among 
Masons  impressed  him  with  the  belief  that  he  or  any  other,  could  more 
easily  escape  from  the  penalty  ot  the  law  in  a common  case  of  murder, 
than  from  death  in  case  of  a disclosure  of  the  rites  and  obligations  of 
Free-Masonry. 

To  the  seventh  cross  Interrogatory  he  saith:  that  the  obligation  to 
promote  a Royal  Arch  Companion’s  political  advancement  was  generally 
received  in  the  chapter,  but  he  cannot  say  it  was  ever  acted  upon.  He 
has  never  been  a political  man;  has  heard  the  Royal  Arch  obligation  ad- 
ministered in  the  chapter  at  Ogsdensburg,  St.  Lawrence  Co.  N.  York 
and  in  that  of  Salina,  Onondaga  Co.  N.  Y.  and  has  never  observed  any 
difference  from  the  form  in  which  it  was  administered  to  him  in  King 
David’s  Chapter,  at  Auburn,  N.  York:  To  the  last  clause  of  the  Inter- 
rogatory deponent  saith,  that  he  knows  not  how  it  happens  that  Masons 
on  all  questions  of  general  politics  are  found  opposed  to  each  other,  un- 
less it  be  that  they  neglect  their  mutual  obligations,  which  they  some- 
times  do.  JOEL  PARKER. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing,  and  by  the  witness  subscribed 
and  sworn  to  this  seventeenth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1832,  before  us, 

Henry  Cotheal,  } 

Henry'  D.  Ward,  > Commissioners. 
Levi  H.  Clarke,  ) 
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Deposition  ot  Col.  William  h.  Stone. 

WILLIAM  L.  STONE,  of  the  City  ofNew  York,  aged  thirty  years 
and  upwards, Editor  of  the  N.  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  being  duly- 
sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff,  doth  depose  and  saith: 

[Interrogatories  same  as  in  the  preceding  Depositions .] 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  he  is  a Mason  ot  seven  de- 
grees,  which  he  believes  to  comprize  all  that  is  understood  in  the  United 
States  as  Ancient  Masonry.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  the  City  of  Hud- 
son, in  the  State  of  New  York.  Of  other  degrees,  not  properly  belong- 
ing, as  he  conceives,  to  the  Order  of  Ancient  Masonry,  he  has  taken 
those  of  Royal  Master,  Select  Master,  Red  Cross,  Templar,  and  Knight 
of  Malta. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  saith,  that  they  do;  and  that  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  degree,  as  contained  in  Bernard’s 
Light  on  Masonry,  marked  exhibit  A.  at  page  20  and  21  is  substantial- 
ly correct  in  its  phraseology.  It  was  taken,  however,  by  this  deponent 
under  a charge  that  it  was  in  no  wise  to  interfere  with  the  laws  of  God 
or  of  his  country.  The  Bible  at  the  same  time  being  received  as  the 
rule  and  guide  of  his  faith,  and  practice. 

The  Fellow  Cratt’s  obligation,  as  contained  in  the  same  volume,  page 
44  and  45  is  substantially  correct.  The  Master  Mason’s  obligation  as 
contained  in  the  same  volume  pages  61,  62  and  63,  appears  to  be  more 
dissimilar  in  phraseology  than  either  of  the  preceding,  from  the  form  in 
which  deponent  received  it,  or  has  been  accustomed  to  see  it  adminis-, 
tered.  In  regard  to  the  provision  about  flying  to  the  relief  of  a Brother 
in  distress,  deponent  conceived  it  as  applying  to  distress  from  want  and 
sickness,  and  not  with  respect  to  any  operations  of  the  laws  of  the  land. 
As  it  respects  the  obligation  to  apprize  a brother  of  all  approaching  dan- 
ger  if  in  his  power,  it  has  no  relation,  as  this  deponent  conceives,  to  the 
dangers  arising  to  any  person  or  offender  from  a due  execution  of  the 
laws.  So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  obligation  to  keep  a Master  Mason’s 
secrets,  it  was  the  secrets  of  a “ worthy ” Master  Mason  that  he  was  bound 
to  observe  and  none  other.  The  words  “and  they  left  to  my  own  elec- 
tion” are  not  recognized  by  this  deponent  as  part  of  the  Master  Mason’s 
obligation.  The  following  words:  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, 
that  if  anv  part  of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  be  omitted  at  this 
time,  that  1 will  hold  myself  amenable  thereto  whenever  informed,”  are 
likewise  not  recognized  by  this  deponent  as  being  part  of  the  Master  Ma- 
son’s obligation:  In  other  respects,  the  said  obligation  appears  to  be  fair- 
ly reported  here;  and  is  considered  to  be  substantially  correct. 

The  Mark  Master’s  obligation,  as  contained  in  said  volume,  page 
and  99,  appears  to  deponent  to  be  substantially  correct.  The  Past  Mas- 
ter’s obligation  as  contained  in  the  same  volume,  page  109, 110  and  111, 
deponent  also  believes  to  be  reported  with  substantial  correctness,  with 
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the  exception  as  heretofore  in  regard  to  the  keeping  of  secrets,  which 
are  to  be  those  of  a worthy  brother  only,  and  the  words  “and  those  left 
to  my  own  election,”  are  again  improperly  inserted.  The  word  “impi- 
ous” should  also  read  “imperious,”  being,  as  he  presumes,  a misprint. — 
In  taking  this  obligation, there  is  a special  charge, solemnly  inforcing  upon 
the  Master  of  a Lodge  the  duties  of  obsei  ving  the  Laws  of  God;  and  of 
> ielding  strict  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  It  is  also  charged 
particularly,  that  the  recipiant  of  the  obligation  is  to  enter  into  no  trea- 
sonable projects  or  conspiracies. 

The  obligation  of  Most  Excellent  Master,  as  contained  in  the  said  vol- 
ume, page  120  and  121,  is  also,  as  deponent  thinks,  substantially  correct, 
though  encumbered  with  repetitions  from  preceding  obligations.  The 
same  exception  as  before  is  likewise  to  be  made  in  regard  to  the  obliga- 
tion of  secrecy;  and  the  obligation  to  “dispense  light  and  knowledge,”  is 
not  recollected  by  this  deponent. 

The  obligation  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  as  contained  in  the  said 
volume,  page  129,  130  and  131,  has  been  considerably  amplified,  and 
in  some  respects  essentially  altered,  as  this  deponent  believes,  since  it 
was  taken  by  him.  The  words  “grand  omnific,”  are  believed  to  be  an 
interpolation.  In  respects  to  the  Ineffable  characters  belonging  to  this 
degree,  the  words  “or  retain  the  key  to  them  in  my  possession,  but  de- 
stroy it  whenever  it  comes  to  my  sight,”  are  not  recollected.  The  same 
qualification  is  to  be  made  in  this,  as  in  the  third  degree  respecting  the 
apprizing  a brother  of  approaching  danger. 

The  clause  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear  that  1 will  aid  and 
assist  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  when  engaged  in  any  difficulty; 
and  espouse  his  cause,  so  far  as  to  extricate  him  from  the  same,  if  in  my 
power,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong,”  has  always  in  the  presence  of 
this  deponent  been  given  with  the  explanation  that  his  interference  was 
in  no  wise  to  be  directed  to  the  rescuing  of  a man  from  an  officer  or  min- 
ister of  the  law,  but  only  from  personal  danger  in  cases  of  emergency, 
the  brother  rescued,  if  there  be  any  complaint  against  him  of  violation 
of  the  law,  to  be  handed  over  to  the  officers  of  justice.  This  deponent 
moreover  has  no  recollection  of  receiving  as  a part  of  the  said  obligation 
the  words  “whether  he  be  right  or  wrong.” 

The  provision,  “also  that  I will  promote  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son’s political  preferment, in  preference  to  another  of  equal  qualifications,” 
is  an  interpolation  which  this  deponent  has  never  himself  received,  nor 
heard  administered  to  others.  It  forms  no  part  of  the  degree,  nor  as  far 
as  he  is  acquainted  with  the  Institution,  has  it  ever  been  admitted  or  sanc- 
tioned by  a Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons.  In  that  part  of  the  obliga- 
tion relating  to  the  keeping  of  secrets  in  the  provision,  “murder  and  trea- 
son not  excepted,”  the  word  “not”  is  an  interpolation,  unknown  to  and 
condemned  by  all  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  with  whom  this  deponent  has 
conversed  upon  the  subject. 
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With  these  exceptions  and  explanations,  the  said  version  of  the  Royal 
Arch  obligation  may  be  considered  as  correct. 

The  obligations  of  the  degrees  of  Royal  Master  and  Select  Master, 
deponent  does  not  recollect. 

In  regard  to  the  obligation  of  the  Knight  of  the  Red  Cross,  deponent 
believes  that  it  is  much  shorter  and  more  simple  in  its  terms,  as  sanction- 
ed and  given  by  the  Grand  Encampment  in  this  city,  than  is  expressed 
(page  149  and  150)  in  the  said  book.  Elsewhere,  he  believes  it  is  given 
in  the  main  as  stated  in  said  volume,  with  the  exception,  as  far  as  he  re- 
collects, of  that  portion  of  the  penalty,  “when  the  last  Trump  shall 
blow,”  &c. 

The  Templar’s  Obligation  is  also  reported  in  said  book  page  157  and 
158,  with  substantial  correctness,  as  given  in  some  Encampments  at  a 
distance,  but  in  the  Encampment,  in  this  City,  the  obligation  is  under- 
stood to  be  very  brief  and  simple  in  its  terms. 

No  obligation  is  attached  to  the  degree  of  Knights  of  Malta. 

Thirdly — To  the  third  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  in  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree  a portion  of  the  third  chapter  of  the  Book  of  Exo- 
dus is  read  at  the  exaltation  of  the  candidates.  Deponent  haih  on  one 
occasion  seen  a Bosh  exhibited,  with  a light  -placed  within  its 
branches  or  behind  it,  and  the  last  portion  of  the  fourth  verse,  and  the 
whole  of  the  fifth,  of  said  chapter,  he  has  heard  read  by  two  persons  in 
the  form  of  a Dialogue  or  Responses.  In  one  ether  Chapter  among  the 
emblems  exhibited  in  the  corresponding  part  of  the  Degree,  was  a 
tkanspakent  repeesentation  or  painting  of  a BURNING  BUSH; 
but  only  in  the  instance  mentioned  above,  does  he  recollect  to  have 
heard  that  portion  of  Scripture  read  in  responses,  and  this  manner  of 
representation,  which  is  an  isolated  case,  has  always  been  condemned 
by  deponent,  and  by  all  intelligent  Masons  with  whom  he  has  conversed. 

Fourthly. — To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  a 
LIBATION  IS  TAKEN  OUT  OF  A HUMAN  SKULL  in  the 
Degree  of  Knight  Templar  ; but  it  has  been  so  many  years  since  this 
deponent  has  had  any  concern  in  the  Encampment,  that  he  does  not  re- 
collect the  particulars  of  this  degree  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  relate 
them. 

Fifthly. — To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  he  has 
never  read  Morgan’s  Revelations  of  Masonry  any  farther  than  in  glan- 
cing cursorily  over  them,  as  they  are  said  to  be  embodied  in  Bernard’s 
Light  on  Masonry The  revelations  there  given  bear  the  evidence  of 
general  truth,  with  the  exceptions  and  qualifications  already  made  by 
this  deponent  touching  the  obligations. 

Sixthly. — To  this  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  his  answer 
thereto  is  essentially  comprised  in  the  answer  to  the  last  interrogatory. 
The  deponent  refers  to  Williams’  Edition, Utica, 1829, marked  exhibit  A. 

Seventhly. — To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith^  that  he 
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believes  the  system  of  Free-Masonry  as  derived  from  the  Ancient  York 
Masons  of  England,  including  the  three  first  degrees  only,  to  be  very 
generally  in  substance  the  same  wherever  those  degrees  have  been 
transplanted  from  England.  He  does  not  believe  there  is  much  relation- 
ship between  French  Masonry  and  that  of  the  United  Stales  as  derived 
from  England.  In  regard  to  the  fourth  degree,  (the  Mark  Master’s)  this 
deponent  believes  it  to  have  been  a dismemberment  from  the  second. 
The  fifth  degree  is  consequent  upon  the  third,  to  which  it  appropriately 
belongs.  The  sixth  and  seventh  he  believes  to  be  of  modern  device, 
finding  no  authority  from  whence, or  where, they  sprung.  As  to  the  par- 
ticular uniformity  ofMasonry  throughout  the  Union,  this  deponent  hath 
ample  reason  for  believing  that  its  precepts,  doctrines,  and  obligations 
have,  in  some  sections  of  the  country,  been  essentially  changed  for  the 
worse. 

Eighthly. — To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith, that  noth- 
ing in  point  occurs  to  him  at  the  present  time. 

Ninthly. — To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  net 
knowing  the  merits  of  the  case  in  issue, nor  the  particular  points  involved, 
he  hath  nothing  to  say  in  reply. 

Firs t — To  the  first  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  No. 

Secondly — To  the  second  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that 
he  hath  written  frequently  upon  the  subject — printed  many  articles  bear- 
ing thereon — and  held  conversations  too  numerous  to  mention — all  in 
general  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  in  answer  to  the  preceding 
direct  Interrogatories. 

Thirdly — To  the  third  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  no  to 
lioth  branches  of  the  question. 

Fourthly — To  the  fourth  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that 
he  is  not  a seceding  Mason , nor  is  he  an  acting  Mason,  having  never 
attended  a Lodge  since  he  saw  a DON  ATION  OF  MONEY  VO- 
TED TO  ELI  BRUCE  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in 
June  1827.  Deponent  was  made  a Mason  in  the  year  1815.  He  ha* 
once  been  the  Scribe  of  a Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  but  has  never 
administered  a Masonic  obligation  to  any  body. 

Fifthly — To  the  fifth  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  No. 

Sixthly — To  the  sixth  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith,  that  ho 
has  never  been  restrained  nor  prohibited  from  disclosing  the  principles 
of  Free-Masonry,  but  has  always  conversed  upon  them  freely.  In  regard 
to  the  obligations , he  has  always  held  his  obligations  to  regard  the  laws 
of  God  and  his  country  paramount,  and  in  all  respects  as  of  higher  and 
superior  force.  If  by  the  latter  part  of  this  Cross  Interrogatory  it  is  de- 
sired to  know  whether  this  deponent  has  ever  felt  any  other  restraint 
than  that  imposed  by  a sense  of  moral  obligation,  he  replies  that  he  has 
experienced  none.  He  has  always  felt  himselfbound  to  answer  any  le- 
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gal  questions  in  regard  to  Free- Masonry,  or  any  part  thereof  when  duly 
required  of  him  by  the  officers  or  ministers  ofjuBtice.  In  each  and  eve- 
ry degree  of  Free-masonry  taken  bv  this  deponent,  the  qualification  was 
expressly  given  and  understood  that  his  obligations  were  in  no  wise  to 
interfere  with  his  strict  discharge  of  religious  duties,  and  were  always  to 
be  held  in  subordination  to  the  Supremacy  of  the  Laws. 

Seventhly — To  the  seventh  cross  Interrogatory  the  deponent  saith, 
that  he  knows  of  no  such  obligation  for  the  political  advancement  of  a 
brother  mason,  or  that  referred  to,  in  this  Interrogatory. 

WILLIAM  L.  STONE. 

Examination  taken,  reduced  to  writing  and  by  the  witness  subscrib- 
ed and  sworn  to,  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  183'?,  before  us, 

Henry  Cotheal,  4 

Henry  D.  Ward,  > Commissioners. 

Levi  H.  Clark,  ) 

:o: 

depositions  taken  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Adams  County ,of  Aug.  Term,  1831. 

THADDEUS  STEVENS,  0 

vs.  > Summons  Case,  3d  October,  1831. 

JACOB  LEFEVER.  ) 

RULE  at  the  instance  of  Plaintiff,  to  take  Depositions  of  ancient,  absent  and  going 
Witnesses, to  be  read  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  this  cause  in  case  of  death,  absence  out 
of  the  State,  or  inability  to  attend — ex  parte  on  ten  days  notice. 

A true  copy,  G.  WELSH,  Proth’y. 


deposition  of  T.  Martfy  Crawford , Esq. 

[3CJ-T.  Hartly  Crawford,  Esq  whose  Deposition  follows,  is  a gentleman  of  intelli- 
gence and  (aside  from  Masonry  and  its  corrupting  influence)  integrity;  is  a Lawyer  of 
good  standing,  and  has  several  times  been  a Member  of  Congress  and  of  the  State  Le- 
gislature. He  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Ma-ter,  and  established  several  Lodges  in 
his  district.  His  cotiduet,  therefore,  in  refusing  to  testify  “the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,”  as  he  had  sworn  to  do , cannot  be  supposed  to  arise  from  any 
misunderstanding  of  the  Obligations  of  Masonry.  As  a lawyer,  he  knew  that  he'  had 
no  right  to  judge  of  the  relevancy  of  the  questions  put,  but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  answer 
them  and  leave  the  Court  to  decide  upon  their  legality.  In  any  o her  lhan  a Masonic 
case,  such  would  have  been  bis  course.  The  Deposition  of  William  E Camp,  a high-' 
ly  repectable  and  religious  gentleman,  gives  the  Oaths  as  administered  in  Good  Sama-< 
ratin  Lodge,  No.  200,  of  Gettysburg,  which  was  established,  and  the  Oaths  furnished, 
by  Mr  Crawford  himself.  It  will  be  seen  upon  what  pitiful  and  dishonest  evasions  evf  a 
such  men  as  Mr.  Crawford  can  justify  to  themselves  such  swearing!  The  witness  testi- 
tied  that  the  extract  of  said  speech  purporting  to  be  the  penalty  of  the  second  degree, 
was  not  substantially  the  true  penalty.  The  only  difference,  as  proved  by  Mr.  Ca*.p, 
between  that  “Extract”  and  the  penalties  given  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  Craw- 
ford himself  is  as  follows — 

The  “extract”  says:  “Binding  myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  left 
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breast  torn  open,  and  my  heart  and  vitals  taken  from  thence,  and  thrown  over  my  left 
shoulder  and  carried  into  the  Valley  of  Jehosaphal,  there  to  become  a prey  to  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  field  and  fowls  of  the  air,”  &c. 

As  administered  by  Mr  Crawford,  instead  of  “carried  into  the  Valley  of  Jehosaphat,'’ 
is  substituted  “placed  on  the  highest  Spire  of  Christendom ” — all  the  rest  being  word  for 
word.  And  yet  he  SWORE  that  the  penalties  were  not  substantially  the  same! 

Look,  too,  at  his  preface  to  his  testimony.  It  shewed  a consciousness  of  the  want  of 
that  candid  and  open  conduct  which  should  characterize  every  honest  man  in  obeying  and 
administering  the  Laws.  Should  such  clogs  be  permitted  to  hang  about  the  consciences 
of  men?] 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY , SS. 

In  pursuance  ot  the  annexed  rule,  issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  of  Adams  County,  of  August  Term,  1831,  Personallyappeared 
before  me,  Lewis  Denig,  one  of  the  Juslices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  F ranklin,at  the  house  of  Joseph  Culberston,  in  the  borough 
of  Chambersburg,  this  Twentieth  day  of  October,  A.  D*  1831,  THO- 
MAS H.  CR  A VV  FORD,  Esq.  a witness  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff; 
and  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  saith  as  follows: 

Question  on  Part  of  Plaintiff — 1st.  Are  you  a Free-Mason?  and  if 
go,  of  how  many  Degrees? 

Ans. — Yes,  and  of  seven  degrees. 

2d-  Please  to  examine  the  extract  in  this  paper,  called  the  “Star," 
dated  August  23,  1831,  purporting  to  be  the  Entered  Apprentice’s 
Oath,  as  set  forth  in  the  speech  of  plaintiff,  in  said  paper,  purporting  to 
have  been  delivered  at  Hagerstown,  Md.  on  the  fourth  of  June,  1831 — 
the  said  paper  being  hereto  attached:  and  state  whether  the  same  is  the 
oath  in  substance  administered  to  an  Entered  Apprentice  by  the  Mason- 
ic Fraternity;  and  it  not,  state  wherein  it  differs  from  the  oath  actually 
administered. 

Witness  answers  the  2 d Question  as  follows : I feel  myself  in  a deli- 
cate situation;  called  on  to  testify  in  relation  to  an  institution  of  which 
I am  a member.  But  Masonry  as  I have  ever  known  it,  and  seen  it 
practised,  acknowledges  in  the  fullest  extent  the  supremacy  of  the  laws, 
and  enjoins  a strict  observance  of  them;  and  at  every  stage  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, informs  those  who  are  advancing  in  it,  that  Masonry  is  not  to 
interfere  with  their  moral  or  political  duties.  1 feel  myself  compelled 
to  answer  the  Question. — Ans.  1 think  it  is  substantially  correct. 

3d.  Question  hy  Plaintiff — Please  to  examine  the  extract  in  the 
same  speech,  purporting  to  be  the  penalty  of  the  Second  Degree,  and 
state  whether  the  same  is  substantially  the  penalty  contained  in  the  oath 
of  the  second  degree  of  Free- Masonry. 

Ans.  I think  it  is  not  the  penalty. 

4th.  Please  to  s*ate  in  what  it  differs  substantially. 

Witness  declines  to  answer  this  question  as  not  being  pertinent  to  the 
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matter  to  be  tried  between  the  parties,  because  the  libel  produced  to  wit- 
ness charges  the  plaintiff  with  uttering  falsehoods  in  the  speech  referred 
to;  and  whether  he  did  it  or  not,  cannot  depend  on  what  is  the  true  penal- 
ty of  a fellow  Craft  Mason’s  Obligation.  The  witness  is  willing  to  an- 
swer any  question  within  the  libel  complained  of,  but  does  decline  an- 
swering any  which  are  manifestly  irrelevant. 

5t'n.  Please  state  in  how  many  words  or  sentences  the  extract  last  re- 
ferred to  differs  from  the  real  penalty  in  that  degree,  and  whether  some 
part  or  portion  is  not  a part  or  portion  ofthe  real  penalty  of  that  Mason- 
ic degree — that  the  Jury  may  judge  whether  the  variance  between  the 
two  be  material  or  not. 

Declines  answering,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  answer  to  the  4th 
question! 

6th.  Please  state  the  penalty  of  the  second  degree  of  Free-Masonry. 

Declines  answering,  for  the  reasons  set  forth,  and  because  the  answer 
to  question  3d  embraces  all  that  relates  to  the  controversy  between  the 
parties  in  relation  to  the  penalty  of  the  2d  degree! 

7th.  Please  to  state  what  is  the  obligation  or  oath  of  a Master  Mason’s 
degree  substantially. 

I decline  to  answer  the  question,  because  the  obligation  referred  to  is 
not  contained  in  Plaintiff’s  speech  heretofore  alluded  to;  nor  the  strictures 
upon  it  alledged  to  be  libelous!! 

8th.  Please  to  examine  the  extract  in  said  speech  purporting  to  be  an 
extract  from  the  oath  of  the  Master’s  degree, and  state  whether  any  part 
of  said  extract,  is  contained  in  the  oath  or  obligation  of  a Master  Mason 
in  any  ofthe  lodges  wherein  you  are  acquainted,  and  if  so  state  such  part. 

Answer,  that  the  extract  contained  in  said  speech  is  not  I think  a part 
of  the  Master  Mason’s  obligation,  as  I have  known  it. 

9th.  Please  to  state  whether  in  initiating  a candidate  into  the  degree 
ofRoyal  Arch  Companion  there  is  any  allusion  to,  or  representation  of 
the  Burning  Bush  as  the  Ceremonies  were  performed  prior  to  1826, and 
if  so  state  how  that  representation  is  made  in  the  chapters  with  which 
you  are  acquainted. 

The  witness  confining  himself  as  heretofore  to  the  speech  referred  to, 
and  the  strictures  upon  it,  answers  that  the  ceremony  as  set  forth  in  said 
speech  is  untrue  as  far  as  he  knows,  and  declines  answering  the  balance 
of  said  question  as  wholly  irrelevant! 

lOch.  Is  Free-Masonry  as  far  as  your  knowledge  of  its  extent,  sub- 
stantially the  same  every  where. 

My  acquaintance  is  very  limited,  and  as  far  as  I know  it  is  uniform — 
I never  was  in  a Lodge  out  of  the  three  or  four  surrounding  Counties — 
except  once  at  Philadelphia — once  at  Washington  city  before  my  offi- 
cial service  there,  and  l believe  once  at  Harrisburg. 

Questions  by  Defendant's  Counsel. 

1st.  Have  you  taken  the  Royal  Arch  degree  r,r  Free-Masonry. 
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Yes  I have. 

2d.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  obligation  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree  bv 
which  a Royal  Arch  Mason  is  bound  to  promote  the  political  preferment 
of  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  preference  to  all  other  persons  of 
equal  qualifications'? 

Witness,  referring  to  the  speech,  Answers:  I say  no,  there  is  no- 
thing; that  can  be  perverted  by  anv  misconstruction  to  convey  the  idea 
r.f  such  a Masonic  duty  or  obligation  as  contained  in  said  speech.  As 
far  as  I have  known  Masonry,  the  allegation  is  unqualifiedly  false  and 
unfounded. 

3d.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  principles  or  obligations  of  Masonry, 
of  whatever  degree,  by  which  Masons  are  bound,  admonished,  coun- 
selled, or  expected  to  promote  the  political  preferment  of  each  other  as 
set  forth  in  said  speech? 

Witness  declines  answering  question  further  than  answer  to  ques- 
tion 2d;  but  upon  exhibiting  to  witness  a part  of  said  speech,  which 
seems  to  contain  a general  allegation  against  every  grade  of  Masonrv 
as  bound  to  promote  the  political  preferment  ofits  members,  he  answers 
(hat  he  knows  nothing  in  the  principles  or  obligations  of  Masonry  that 
imposes  any  such  duty;  but  that  in  practice,  Masons  as  often  oppose 
each  other  as  their  neighbors,  and  that  he  never  even  heard  it  alleged 
by  anv  person  that  they  owed  such  duty  to  each  other,  until  the  Anti- 
Masonic  excitement  arose. 

4th.  Is  there  any  matter  or  thing  in  the  Obligation  of  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  obliging  him  to  receive  and  keep  inviolably  the  secrets  of 
a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  murder  and  treason  not  excepted,  as 
represented  in  said  speech  ? 

Witness  says  No;  the  statement  contained  in  said  speech  is  untrue! 

5.  Is  there  any  matter  or  thing  in  Masonry  which  can  be  trulv 
characterised  as  moral  and  political  treason,  as  represented  in  said 

speech  ? 

Witness  declines  answering  this  question,  a3  the  matter  referred  to, 
on  examination  of  said  speech,  was  not  found  therein. 

6th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  Masonic  Institution,  that  ever  since 
the  Institution  existed,  the  whole  community  have  been  robbed  of  their 
rights,  and  plundered  of  their  estates  b)  its  secret  influence,  as  repre- 
sented in  said  speech? 

Witness,  referring  to  the  said  speech,  and  finding  the  above  allega- 
tion therein,  answers:  It  cannot  be  said,  with  truth.  Masonry,  on  the 
contrary,  enjoins  a 6trict  observance  of  duty  to  our  Cod,  our  country, 
and  our  neighbor,  and  inculcates  the  purest  morals;  and  if  its  precepts 
are  conformed  to,  cannot  fail  to  make  men  better. 

7th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  that  they  are  a 
horde  of  mercenary  traitors,  as  alluded  to  in  said  speech? 
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Witness  declines  answering  this  question,  as  the  Masonic  fraternity 
is  not  referred  to  in  said  speech  in  the  above  allusion. 

8th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  ot  Masons,  who  abide  by  the  principles  ot 
their  order,  that  they  are  a chartered  band  of  lawless  incendiaries,  invi- 
ted to  the  commission  of  crime  bv  immunity  of  punishment;  a corporate 
body,  associated  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  defiance  to  the  law,  and  mock- 
ing at  justice,  as  represented  in  said  speech? 

Ans.  No,  it  cannot  be  trulv  so  said;  they  have  no  immunities  that  are 
not  common  to  all  citizens,  thatl  know  of. 

Question  by  Plaintiff. 

Now  state  the  genuine  obligation  of  a Royal  Arch  Companion  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  and  recollection,  that  the  Jury  may 
judge  of  its  object,  morality  and  tendency. 

This  the  witness  declines  answering  for  the  reasons  before  given, 
further  than  the  said  obligation  is  alleged  to  be  recited  in  the  speech  al- 
luded to — as  to  which,  he  says  the  same  is  incorrect. 

Please  to  state  whether  you  established,  by  virtue  of  powers  vested  in 
you,  Good  Samaritan  Lodge,  No.  200,  in  Gettysburg;  and  gave  to  them 
the  obligations  as  high  as  the  Master’s  or  any  other  degree. 

Witness  declines  answering  this  question,  as  not  referred  to  in  said 

cnppp h . 

T.  HAKTLY  CRAWFORD. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  to  this  20th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1831,  before 

Lewis  Denig. 


Deposition  ot  William  E.  Camp. 

ADAMS  COUNTY,  SS. 

In  pursuance  of  the  annexed  Rule,  issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Adams  county,  of  August  term,  1831,  personally  appear- 
ed before  mo,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for 
said  county,  WILLIAM  E.  CAMP,  of  the  Borough  of  Gettysburg, 
this  5th  day  of  November,  1831,  who,  being  duly  affirmed  doth  depose 
as  follows: — 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — Please  examine  the  extract  in  Plaintiffs 
speech  in  the  Star,  that  has  before  been  referred  to,  purporting  to  be 
the  Entered  Apprentice’s  Obligation,  and  state  whether  the  same  is 
substantially  correct;  first  stating  whether  you  are  a Mason,  and  of  how 
many  Degrees  ? 

Answer  by  Deponent — I am  a Mason,  and  have  taken  the  Royal  Arch 
Degrees;  and  I believe  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  Obligation  substantial- 
ly to  be  correct,  as  stated  in  the  Star. 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — Please  examine  the  extract  in  the  same 
paper,  purporting  to  be  an  extract  of  the  penalty  of  the  2d  or  Fellow’* 
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Craft’s  Degree,  and  state  whether  it  is  substantially  correct,  and  if  not 
wherein  it  varies  from  the  true  penalty. 

Ans.  by  Deponent — I have  examined  the  paper,  and  will  read,  to  be 
taken  down,  that  part  that  is  correct,  viz: — “binding  myself  under  no 
less  penalty  than  to  have  my  left  breast  torn  open,  my  heart  and  vitals 

taken  from  thence” “and  there  to  become  a prey  to  the  wild  beasts 

of  the  field  and  vultures  of  the  air,  if  ever  I should  prove  wilfully  guilty 
of  violating  any  part  of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Fellow 
Craft  Mason.  So  help  me  God  and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  per- 
formance of  the  same.” 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — Please  state  what  words  are  inserted  in 
the  oath  as  administered  to  you  in  the  place  of  those  omitted  here,  that 
the  Jury  may  judge  whether  there  is  a material  variance. 

Answer  by  Deponent — “And  placed  on  the  highest  pinnacle  of  the 
Temple,”  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Interrogatory  by  Plaint  ff — Please  to  examine  the  extract  purporting 
to  be  an  extract  from  the  Master  Mason’s  Obligation,  and  state  whether 
the  same  be  correct  substantially. 

Answer  by  Deponent — It  is  thus  far  correct: — “Furthermore  do  1 
promise  and  swear  that  a Master  Mason’s  secrets  given  to  me  in  charge 
as  such,  and  received  by  me  as  such,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  invio- 
alable  in  my  breast  as  in  his  own,  when  communicated  to  me,  murder 
and  treason  excepted,  and  they  left  to  my  own  election” — The  above  is 
true  in  substance. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Do  vou  remember  the  Royal  Arch  Ob- 
ligation sufficiently  to  give  it? 

Answer  by  Deponent-  -No. 

Interrogatory  b\  plaintiff — When  you  was  made  a Royal  Arch 
Companion,  was  there  in  the  Ceremonies  any  representation  of  the 
Scriptural  scene  of  the  Lord  appearing  to  Moses  from  the  burning 
bush  ? 

Answer  by  Deponent — There  were  some  parts  of  Scripture  read  over 
alluding  to  it.  I never  was  in  a Royal  Arch  Lodge  but  once:  cannot 
recollect  the  Ceremonies  particularly  enough  to  describe  them. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Where  were  you  made  a Royal  Arch 
Mason  ? 

Answer  by  Deponent — In  Harrisburg. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — To  what  Lodge  do  you  belong? 

Answer  by  deponent — The  Lodge  in  Gettysburg. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Have  you  ever  renounced  Masonry? 

Answer  by  deponent — No.  I never  have  renounced  Masonry,  but 

have  not  visited  the  Lodge  for  about  two  years. 

WILLIAM  E.  CAMP. 

Affirmed  aud  subscribed  b f re  me,  the  5th  of  November,  1^31. 

John  Garvin. 
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Supposition  of  Robert  If*  */l tSiddleton . 

ROBERT  W.  MIDDLETON,  of  the  Borough  of  Gettysburg,  per- 
sonally appeared,  the  same  day,  before  the  undersigned — who,  being 
duly  sworn,  doth  say  as  follows: 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — Are  you  a Mason  as  far  as  the  Master’s 
degree! 

,4ns. — I have  taken  the  Master  Mason’s  degree. 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — In  what  States  have  you  visited  and  be- 
longed to  Lodges? 

Ans.  In  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — State  the  Entered  Apprentice’s  Oath  or 
Obligation. 

Ans. — The  following  is,  in  svbstance,  the  oath  as  administered  to  me: 

I, , of  my  own  flee  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and 

this  worshipful  lodge  of  Iree  and  accepted  Masons, erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to 
the  holy  order  of  St.  Johns, do  hereby, and  hereon, most  solemnly  and  sincerely  pro- 
mise and  swear, that  I will  always  hail,  ever  conceal,  and  never  reveal,  any  of  the 
secrets  and  mysteries  of  Ancient  Free. Masonry,  which  1 have  received,  am  about 
to  receive, or  may  hereafter  be  instructed  tn,to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  known 
world,  except  it  be  to  a true  and  lawful  brother  Mason,  or  within  the  body  of  a just 
and  lawfully  constituted  lodge  of  such — and  not  unto  him,  nor  unto  them  whom  I 
shall  hear  so  to  be,  but  unto  him  and  them  only  whom  I shall  find  so  to  be  after 
strict  trial  and  due  examination,  or  lawful  Masonic  information  received.  Furth- 
ermore do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  write,  iudite, stamp  stain, cut, carve, 
indent, or  engrave  them  on  any  thing  movable  or  immovable  under  the  whole  can- 
opy of  heaven,  whereby  or  whereon  the  least  shade,  characler.figure  or  part  of  a 
figure,  letter  or  part  of  a letter,  might  become  legible  or  intelligible  to  myself  or 
any  other  person  in  the  known  world, whereby  the  secrets  of  Free.  Masonry  might 
be  unlawfully  obtained  through  my  unworthiness.  To  all  which,  1 do  most  so- 
lemnly and  sincerely  promise  and  swear, without  the  least  hesitation.equivocalion, 
mental  reservation, or  selfevasion  of  mind  in  me  whatsoever — binding  myself  un- 
der no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  throat  cut  across  from  ear  to  ear,  my  tongue 
torn  out  by  the  roots, and  my  body  buried  in  the  rough  sands  of  the  sea,at  low  wa- 
ter mark, where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  twice  in  twenty-four  hours;  so  help  me  God 
and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same. 

Interrogatory  by  Plaintiff — Now  state  the  Obligation  of  the  2d  or 
Fellow  Craft’s  degree. 

Ans. — The  obligation  of  Fellow  Craft,  is  in  substance,  as  follows: 

I, , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and 

this  Worshipful  Lodge  of  Fellow  Craft  .Masons,  ereetpd  to  God  and  dedicated  to 
the  holy  order  of  St.  John,  do  hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sincerely 
promise  and  swear. in  addition  to  my  former  obligation  of  an  Entered  Apprentice 
Mason,  that  I will  not  give  the  degree  of  a Feilow  Craft  Mason  to  any  one  of  an 
inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  other  being  in  the  known  world,  except  it  be  to  a true 
and  lawlul  brother, or  brethren  Fellow  Cralt  Masons,  or  within  the  body  of  a just 
and  lawfully  constituted  Lodge  of  such;  and  not  unto  him  nor  unto  them  whom  I 
shall  hear  so  to  be,  but  unto  him  and  them  only  whom  I find  so  to  be  after  strict 
trial  and  due  examination  or  lawful  Masonic  information  leceived.  Furthermore 
do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  wrong  this  lodge,  nor  a brother  of  this  de- 
gree, to  the  value  of  one  cent  knowingly  myself,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others 
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if'  in  mv  power  to  prevent  it.  Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, that  I will  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  this  State,  under  which  this  Lodge  is  held,  and  conform  to  all  the  bye- 
laws,ruies  and  regulations  ofthis  or  any  other  Lodgeof  which  I may  at  any  time 
hereafter  become  a member,  as  far  as  in  my  power.  Furthermore  do  I promise 
and  swear,  that  I will  obey  all  regular  signs  and  summons  given,  handed,  sent  or 
thrown  to  me  by  the  hand  of  a brother  Fellow  Craft  Mason,  or  from  the  body  of  a 
just  and  lawfully  constituied  Lodge  of  such — provided  it  be  within  the  lengtli  of 
my  cable -tow,  or  square  and  angle  of  my  work.  Furthermore  do  I promise  and 
swear,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor  and  worthy  brethren  Fellow  Crafts,  their 
widows  and  orphans  wheresoever  dispersed  over  the  glohe,  I knowing  them  to  be 
such,  as  far  as  in  rny  power  without  inju.y  to  myself  or  family.  To  all  which,  I do 
most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  without  the  least  hesitation, equi- 
vocation, mental  reservation,  or  self-evasion  of  .mind  in  me  whatsover — binding 
myself  under  no  less  penalty  than  to  have  my  left  breast  torn  open, and  my  heart 
and  vitals  taken  from  thence  and  thrown  over  my  left  shoulder  and  carried  into 
the  valley  of  Jehosaphat,  there  to  become  a prev  to  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  and 
vultures  of  the  air,  if  I should  ever  prove  willfully  guilty  ofviolating  any  partof 
this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Fellow  Craft  Mason;  so  help  me  God,  and 
keep  me  steadiest  in  the  due  performance  of  the  same. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Please  examine  in  the  extract  in  the  Star 
dated  23d  August  1831,  purporting  'o  be  the  Penalty  of  the  2d  degree 
and  stale  whether  the  same  is  substantially  the  penalty  contained  in  the 
oath  of  the  2d  degree  of  Free- Masonry,  (the  said  paper  being  attached 
to  this  Commission.) 

Ana. — In  substance  it  is  correct.  In  some  Lodges  the  word  Jehosa- 
phat  is  omitted  and  the  name  of  some  other  place  made  use  of. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff- — Please  to  state  the  Master  Mason’s  oath  or 
obligation. 

Ans. — Annexed  is  the  oath  or  obligation  of  a Master  Mason,  I believe 
it  the  same  in  substance  I received;  it  may  vary  in  some  Lodges. 

I , of  my  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  W or- 

shipful  Lodge  of  Master.  Masons,  erected  to  God  and  dedicated  to  the  holy  order  ot  St. 
John,  do  hereby  and  hereon,  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  in  addi- 
tion to  iny  form  ;r  obligations,  that  I will  not  give  the  degree  of  a Master  Mason  to  any 
one  of  an  inferior  degree,  nor  to  any  other  being  in  the  known  world,  except  it  he  to  a 
t rue  and  lawful  brother, or  brethren, Master  Masons,  or  within  the  body  of  a just  and  law- 
fuily  constituted  Lodge  of  such,  and  not  unto  him,  nor  unto  them  whom  I shall  hear  so  to 
be,  hut  unto  him  and  them  only  whom  I shall  find  so  to  be,  after  strict  trial  and  due  ex- 
amination, or  lawful  Masonic  information  received. 

Furthermore  uo  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  give  the  Master’s  word  which  I 
shall  hereafter  receive,  neither  in  the  Lodge  nor  out  of  it,  except  it  be  on  the  five  points 
of  fellowship,  and  then  not  above  my  breath. 

F urtliermore  do  1 promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  give  the  grand  hailing  sign  of  dis- 
tress, except  I am  in  real  distress,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft  when  at  work;  and 
should  I ever  see  that  sign  given,  or  hear  the  won!  accompanying  it,  and  the  person  who 
gave  it  appearing  to  be  in  distress,  I will  tiy  to  his  relict  at  the  risk  ot  my  life,  should 
there  be  a greater  probability  of  saving  his  life  than  of  losing  my  own. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  1 will  not  wrong  this  Lodge,  nor  a brother 
of  this  degree  to  the  value  of  one  cent,  knowingly,  myself,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by 
others,  if  in  my  power  to  prevent  it. 

Furthermore  do  1 promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be  at  the.  initiation,  passing  and 
raising  a candidate  at  one  communication,witbout  a regular  dispensation  from  the  Graud 
Ixxlge  for  the  same. 
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Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  be  at  the  initiation,  passing  or 
raising  a candidate  in  a clandestine  Lodge,  I knowing  it  to  be  such. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  & swear.that  I will  not  be  at  the  initiation  of  an  old  man  in 
dotage,a  young  man  in  his  nonage, an  Atheist, idiot, mad  man, hermaphrodite,  nor  woman. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  speak  evil  of  a brother  Master 
Mason,neither  behind  his  back  nor  before  his  face,  but  will  apprize  him  of  all  ap- 
proaching danger,  if  in  my  power. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  not  violate  the  chastity  of  a Master 
Mason’s  wife,  mother,  sister,  or  daughter,  I knowing  them  to  be  such,  nor  suffer  it  to  he 
done  by  others,  if  in  my  power  te  prevent  it. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear  that  I will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia, under  which  this  Lodge  is  held,  and  conform  to  all  the  bye-laws, rules 
and  regulations  of  this  or  of  any  other  Lodge  of  which  I may  at  any  time  hereafter  be- 
come a member. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  obey  all  regular  signs,  summons  or  to- 
kens/given, handed,  sent  or  thrown  to  me  from  the  hand  of  a brother  Master  Mason,  or 
from  the  body  of  a just  and  lawfully  constituted  Lodge  of  such,  provided  it  be  within  the 
length  of  my  cable-tow. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, f/W  a blaster  Mason’s  secrets  given  me  in  charge 
as  such, and  1 knowing  them  to  besuch,  shall  remain  as  secure  and  inviolable  in 
my  breast  as  in  his  own,  when  communicated  to  me,  MURDER  AND  TREASON 
ONLY  EXCEPTED,  AND  THEY  LEFT  TO  MY  OWN  OPTION. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  go  on  a Master  Mason’s  errand, 
whenever  required,  even  if  I should  have  to  go  barefoot  and  barehead,ifwithin  the  length 
of  my  cable- tow. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  alwavs  remember  a brother  Master 
Mason,  when  on  my  knees  offering  up  mv  devotions  to  Almighty  God. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that  I will  aid  and  assist  all  poor  indignant  Mas- 
ter Mason’s,  their  widows  and  orphans  wheresoever  dispersed  around  the  globe  as  far  as 
ki  my  power,  without  injuring  myself  or  family. 

Furthermore  do  I promise  and  sicear,  that  if  any  part  of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obliga- 
tion of  a blaster  Mason  be  omitted  at  this  time,  that  I t cill  hold  myself  amenable 
thereto  whenever  informed. 

To  all  which  I do  most  solemnly  and  sincerely  promise  and  swear,  with  a fixed  and 
steady  purpose  of  mind  in  me  to  keep  and  perform  the  same,  without  the  least  hesita- 
tion, mental  reservation,  or  self-evasion  in  me  whatsoew" — binding  myself  under  no 
less  penalty,  than  to  have  my  body  severed  in  two  in  the  midst,  and  my  bowels  burnt  to 
ashes  in  the  cen're,  and  the  ashes  scattered  before  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  that  there 
might  not  the  least  track  or  trace  of  remembrance  remain  among  men  or  Masons  of  so 
vile  and  perjured  a wretch  as  I should  be,  were  I ever  to  prove  willfully  guiltv  of  violat- 
ing any  pat  t of  this  my  solemn  oath  or  obligation  of  a Master  Mason.  So  held  me  God, 
and  keep  me  steadfast  in  the  performance  of  the  same. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Is  the  foregoing  annexed  oath  the  regular 
Obligation? 

Ans. — \ es. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Please  examine  the  extract  in  the  Star  be- 
fore referred  to,  purporting  to  be  an  extract  from  the  oath  of  a Master 
Mason’s  degree,  and  state  whether  the  same  is  substantially  correct. 

Ans — It  is  correct,  every  word,  l believe. 

Interrogatory  by  Defendant's  Counsel — Of  what  Lodges  were  you  ev- 
er a member? 

Ans. — Charity  Lodge,  No.  Ill,  Harpers-Ferry,  Virginia;  and  Co- 
lumbia Lodge,  Frederick,  Maryland. 

Interrogatory  by  defendant's  counsel — Wereyou  ever  expelled  from 
either  of  these  Lodges? 

Ans. — No. 
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Interrogatory  by  defendant's  counsel — In  taking  the  oaths  of  initiation, 
was  not  your  duty  to  your  God,  your  country,  and  yourself,  expressly 
enjoined  upon  you? 

Ans — Before  taking  the  obligations,  I was  told  they  should  not  inter- 
fere with  my  duty  to  my  God,  my  country  and  myself. 

Interrogatory  by  plaintiff — Have  you  examined  “Bernard’s  Light  on 
Masonry,”  which  I now  exhibit  and  which  is  hereunto  attached,  printed 
at  (Jtica,  in  1829,  purporting  to  contain  the  Disclosures  of  the  Lectures, 
oaths  and  ceremonies  of  the  Three  first  Degrees  of  Masonry,  by  Capt. 
Win,  Morgan — if  so,  state  whether  such  disclosures  ar e substantially 
correct? 

Ans. — I have  examined  the  Book  now  referred  to.  There  may  be 
variations;  but  I believe  them,  in  substance , to  be  correct. 

ROBERT  W.  MIDDLETON. 

Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  me,  the  5th  November,  1831. 

John  Garvin. 


DEFENDANT’S  TESTIMONY. 

[OCT'It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  Witnesses  called  on  behalfof  the 
Lodge,  answer  freely  all  the  questions  proposed  by  Defendant,  disclos- 
ing however  no  facts,  but  merely  giving  their  opinions  of  Masonry  as 
they  understand  it.  The  Interrogatories  proposed  by  Plaintiff  were 
calculated  to  elicit  facts  from  which  the  merits  of  the  issue  could  be 
determined  by  a Jury,  and  which  were  material  to  the  issue.  The 
conduct  of  the  Witnesses  when  these  Interrogatories  were  put  to  them, 
is  a fair  specimen  of  the  influence  and  operation  of  Masonry.  Although 
each  of  them  had  sworn  “ true  and  perfect  answers  to  make  to  all  such 
interrogatories  as  to  him  should  be  put  in  tins  cause, and  therein  to  speak 
the  truth , the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,"  yet  when  the  in- 
terests of  Masonry  and  Masons  were  to  be  endangered  by  their  testimo- 
ny, in  utter  defiance,  and  reckless  violation  of  their  oath,  they  refused 
to  answer,  and  stood  mute!  Who  is  safe,  even  in  Courts  of  Justice, 
when  Masonry  is  permitted  to  enter? 

Here  wrere  exhibited  the  legitimate,  and  not  the  mistaken  principles 
of  the  Order.  The  Witnesses  were  not  low  illiterate  bigots,  but  gentle- 
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men  oF  the  highest  character  for  integrity  and  intelligence  in  the  State 
of  Maryland.  How  powerful,  and  how  dangerous  must  the  Institution 
be  which  could  blind  such  men  to  their  duty,  and  sear  their  consciences! 
Their  answers  to  Defendant’s  interrogatories  show  under  what  pitiful 
evasions  Masonry  shelters  Falsehood:  The  Disclosures  charge  Masons 
with  swearing  to  “conceal  all  the  secrets  of  Masons,  knowing  them  to  be 
such,”et  cetera.  The  Masonic  witness  examined  by  Defendant  seems  to 
contradict  that  assertion,  by  swearing  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  obli- 
gation of  a Royal  Arch  Mason  “which  requires  him  to  receive  and  keep 
inviolate  the  secrets  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason.”  This,  it  will  be  seen,  is 
the  way  in  which  all  the  Masons  answer.  It  never  was  pretended  that 
they  were  bound  to  “receive  and  keep,”  et  cetera — but  only  to  keep  them 
when  received.  This  is  Masonic  truth.] 


Commission  to  take  Depositions  in  Maryland. 

PENNSYLVANIA,  ADAMS  COUNTY  SS: 

THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  to  John  J. 
Donaldson,  Esq.  and  John  S.  Shriver  and  Eli  Lewis,  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  in  the  State  ot  Maryland,  Greeting: 

KP^pW  YE,  That  in  confidence  of  yoor  prudence  and  fidelity. 
We  have  appointed  you,  and  by  these  presents  do  give  unto  you,  or 
either  of  the  first  named  with  the  two  last  named,  full  power  and  authority  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  made  in  our  Circuit  Court  of  Adams  county,  in  a certain 
cause  there  depending,  wherein  THADDEUS  STEVENS  is  Plaintiff  and  JA- 
COB LEFLVER  is  Defendant,  to  call  before  you,  or  the  first  with  either  of 
the  last  named,  at  a certain  day  and  place, by  you  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed, 
all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  may  be  named  to  you  on  the  part  of  the 
Defendant  against  the  Plaintiff,  as  Witnesses  in  the  said  cause — And  then  and 
there  to  examine  each  of  the  said  witnesses  touching  the  premises,  and  reduce 
their  Testjmony  to  writing;  and  when  you  shall  have  so  done,  you  are  to  send 
the  same  before  us  in  our  Circuit  Court  aforesaid,  together  with  the  Interrogato- 
ries and  this  W rit,  under  your  hands  and  seals,  or  the  hands  and  seals  of  such  of 
you  as  shall  act  therein.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  our 
said  Court  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness,  JOHN  B.  GIBSON  , Esq.  Chief  Jus- 
tiee  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pa.,  at  Gettysburg,  the  12th  day  of  December,  1831. 

GEO.  WELSH,  Clerk. 

THADDEUS  STEVENS , } In  the  Circuit  Court  ot 
vs-  v Adams  County,  Pa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER.  ) December  Term,  1831. 

Interrogatories  to  be  pvt  to  Wttnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant 

Interrogatory  1st.  Are  you  a Free  Mason- — and  of  what  Degree. 

2d.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  obligation  of  the  Royal  Aych  degree  by  which  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  is  bound  to  promote  the  political  preferment  of  a Companion 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  preference  to  all  other  persons  of  equal  qualifications? — 
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Or  is  thero  any  tiling  in  the  principles  or  obligations  of  Masonry,  ot  whatsoovgf 
degree,  by  which  Masons  are  bound,  admonished,  counselled  or  expected  to  pro- 
mote the  political  preferment  of  each  other. 

3d.  Is  there  any  matter  or  thing-  in  the  obligation  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason 
obliging  him  to  receive  and  keep  inviolable  the  secrets  of  a Companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  murder  and  treason  not  excepted?  Or  is  there  any  such  thing  or  obliga- 
tion in  Masonry,  of  whatever  degree?  Or  that  interferes  with,  or  commits  a Ma- 
son in  his  duly  to  his  God,  bis  country,  his  neighbor  or  his  family  ? 

4th.  Have  you  read  in  the  printed  paper  here  shown  you  called  “The  Star,” 
a speech  delivered  by  Tbaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.  before  a meet- 
ing of  the  Anti-Masons  of  VVashington  county,  Md.,  on  the  4th  June  last;  partic- 
ularly that  part  which  relates  to  the  representation  of  the  burning  bush,  &. c.  ? 

5th,  Is  there  any  tiring  or  practice  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  of  Free-Mason. 
ry  of  so  blasphemous  and  irreverent  a character — or  did  you  ever  see  in  a Masonic 
Lodge  any  matter  nr  thing  so  bla  phemous  or  indecent,  as  the  particular  portion 
of  said  speech  here  referred  to? 

bth.  Is  thero  any  matter  or  thing  in  Masonry,  which  can  be  truly  character- 
ized as  “moral  and  political  treason”  ? 

7th.  Have  you  associated  much,  and  are  you  generally  acquainted  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  Maryland,  and  can  it  be  truly  said  of  them  that  they  are  a 
Chartered  baud  of  lawless  incendiaries,  invited  to  the  commission  of  crime  by  im- 
munity from  punishment — a corporate  body  associated  for  the  purpose  of  bidding 
defiance  to  the  Laws,  and  mocking  at  Justice? 

8lh.  Can  it  be  certainly  affirmed  of  the  Masonic  institution  that  “ever  since 
the  institution  existed,  the  whole  community  have  been  robbed  of  their  rights, 
and  plundered  of  their  estates  by  its  secret  influence? 

9th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  that  they  are  a horde  of 
mercenary  traitors? 

10th.  Is  General  Andrew  Jackson  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee,  or  was  he  on  the  4th  of  June  last?  If  so,  state  too  is  and  was  at  that 
time. 

1 1 th.  Is  Henry  Clay  Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,  or  was  he  on  the  4th  June 
last?  Ifso,  state  who  is  and  was  at  that  time? 

12tb.  Did  you  ever  sit  iri  a Lodgo  of  Free  Masons  with  Gen.  George  Wash- 
ington? or  did  you  know  him  as  a Mason?  To  what  Degree  in  Masonry  had  ho 
advanced?  Have  the  principles,  the  ceremonies,  or  obligations  ofMasonry,  since 
his  day,  undergone  any  change,  and  if  any,  what  change;,  state  your  knowledge 
fully. 

13th.  Are  Masons  expelled  from  the  Lodge?  If  yes,  In  what  cases,  and  for 
what  desciiption  of  misconduct  are  they  expelled? 

14th.  Do  you  know  any  other  matter  or  thing  which  may  be  material,  com- 
petent or  proper  evidence  in  this  cause?  If  yes,  state  your  knowledge  fully. 

Interrogatories  to  be  put  to  Witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff: 

1st.  Please  state  the  obligation,  or  oath  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason, 
in  the  very  words  of  the  oath,  as  nearly  as  possible? 

2d.  State  in  like  manner,  the  obligation  of  tho  Second  Degree,  or  Fellow 
Craft? 

3d.  Slate  in  like  manner  the  Obligation  of  the  Master  Mason  in  full? 

4th.  State  in  like  manner,  the  Obligation  ofthe  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  full, 
and  as  nearly  in  the  terms,  in  which  it  is  administered  as  possible? 

5th.  State  whether  in  the  Ceremonies  ofthe  Royal  Arch  Degree,  there  is  any 
allusion  to  a representation  of  the  scene  of  the  Lord  appearing  to  Moses  from 
the  Burning  Bush  of  Mount  Sinai — and  whether  passages  from  the  Bible,  relative 
U)  the  scene,  are  recited  in  said  Ceremonies;  and  state  fully  and  minutely,  the 
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wlioleof  tlio  Ceremonies,  or  allusions  to  said  scene,  as  given  in  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree,  that  the  Jury  may  jud  e of  its  blasphemy. 

6th.  Examine  the  extract  in  “The  Star,”  referred  to,  furporting  to  be  the 
penult?  of  the  Fellow  Craf»  or  2d  Degree,  and  state  whether  the  same  is  substan- 
tially correct,  and  if  not,  wherein  it  varies  from  the  true  penally,  and  supply  the 
words  of  the  true  penalty? 

7th.  In  like  manner  examine  the  extract  of  the  Master  Mason’s  Obligation, 
and  state  whether  it  be  substantially,  and  if  not,  state  wherein  it  differs;  and  state 
the  words  of  difference  in  the  true  Obligation? 

8th.  In  like  manner,  examine  the  extract  of  the  Roy  al  Arch  Obligation,  con- 
tained in  said  speech,  and  state  wherein  it  varies  from  the  real  Obligation,  giv- 
ing the  words  of  the  real  Obligation,  wherein  they  are  different;  and  specifying 
particularly  every  variation  and  what  it  is? 

9th.  Is  General  Jackson  an  adhering  Mason,  and  of  what  degree;  and  was  he 
ever  Grand  Master  of-Tennessee? 

10th.  Is  "Henry  Clay,  a Mason,  and  of  what  degree;  and  was  he  ever  Grand 
Master  of  Kentucky. 

lltlr  Examine  the  book,  now  shewn  you  called  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Ma- 
sonry,” and  state  whether  it  is  substantially  a correct  revelation  of  the 
Ceremonies,  oaths,  and  obligations  of  Masonry,  as  far  as  you  have  advanced;  and 
ifnnt  state  wherein  the  difference  consists  between  that  and  true  Masonry. 

12th.  Does  the  Royal  Arch  Obligation  contain  a clause  or  sentence,  or  part 
of  a sentence  substantially  as  follows:  “Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear, 
that  I will  aid  and  assist  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  when  engaged  in  any 
difficulty,  and  espouse  his  cause,  so  far  as  to  extricate  him  from  the  same,  if  in 
my  power,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong?  also,  substantially,  as  follows:  “Fur- 
thermore do  I promise  and  swear,  that  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  se- 
crets give,  me  in  charge  as  such,  end  I knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  remain 
a6  secure  and  inviolable  in  my  b.-oast  as  in  his  own,  m.-rder  and  treason  not  ex- 
cepted— or  as  sometimes  varied,  without  exception?  State  fully. 

13th.  AVhen  were  you  made  a R<"  al  Arch  Mason? 

o 

By  virtue  of  a Commission  issued  from  the  Supreme  Co, irt  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  Adams 
county,  in  a cause  therein  depending,  wherein  Thaddeus  Stevens  is 
plaintiff,  and  Jacob  Lefever  is  defendant,  and  directed  to  John  J.  Don- 
aldson, John  S.  Shriver  and  Eli  Lewis,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the 
.said  John  J.  Donaldson  gave  notice  to  the  said  John  S.  Shriver  and  Eli 
Lewis,  that  the  commission  would  b°  opened  and  the  testimony  taken  on 
Thursday,  the  first  day  of  » > i ch,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  at 
eleven  o’clock,  A.  M.,  at  the  office  of  the  said  John  J.  Donaldson,  No. 
22,  St.  Paul’s  Street,  in  said  city  of  Baltimore — at  which  time  and  place, 
the  said  John  J.  Donaldson  and  John  S.  Shriver,  having  attended,  opened 
the  commission. 

deposition  of  Thomas  JF’henix,  of  Baltimore. 

THt  • IAS  PHENIX,  a witness,  oflegal  age,  being  first  duly  sworn, 
answers  and  saith,  to  the 

First  Interrogatory — He  is  a Free-Mason,  and  has  taken  the  Royal 
Arch  degree;  and  is  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Chapter 
of  Maryland. 
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Second  Interrogatory — He  answers  in  the  negative. 

Fourth  Interrogatory — He  has  not  read  the  speech  delivered  by  Thad- 
deus  Stevens,  E«q.  of  Gettysburg,  mentioned  ir.  this  interrogatory,  and 
does  not  wish  to  read  it. 

Fifth  Interrogatory— Answered  by  his  answer  to  fourth  interrogatory. 

Sixth  Interrogatory — He  answers  in  the  negative. 

Seventh  Interrogatory  — He  has  associated  much,  and  is  generally  ac- 
quainted with,  the  Masonic  Fraternity  of  Maryland,  and  replies  in  the 
negative  to  the  charges  made  in  this  interrogatory  against  them. 

Eighth  Interrogatory — He  answers  in  the  negative. 

Ninth  Interrogatory — He  answers,  No. 

Tenth  Interrogatory — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Maryland  has  received  no 
communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  for  the  year  1831, 
and  therefore  deponent  cannot  answer  this  question. 

Eleventh  Interrogatory — He  answers  as  to  preceding  interrogatory — 
no  communication  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky  for  the  year  1831 . 

Twelfth  Interrogatory — This  deponent  is  notold  enough  to  have  sat 
in  a Lodge  with  General  Washington,  and  therefore  cannot  answer  the 
question. 

Thirteenth  Interrogatory — Masons  are  frequently  expelled  from  the 
lodges  for  any  misconduct  which  would  constitute  them  bad  members  of 
society. 

Fourteenth  Interrogatory — This  deponent  has  no  further  knowledge. 

To  the  plaintiff's  cross  Interrogatories  he  answers: 

To  the  first,  second, third  and  fourth  interrogatories — That  this  depo- 
nent does  not  feel  himself  BOUND  TO  ANSWER  THESE  INTERROGATO- 
RIES,and  theretore  declines  to  do  so! 

Fifth  Interrogatory — He  answers,  that  some  times  in!the  ceremonies 
of  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  that  portion  of  Scripture  alluded  to  in  the  in- 
terogatory,  is  recited;  and  when  so,  is  for  the  purpose,  as  this  deponent 
understands  it,  of  impressing  upon  the  mind  the  Omnipresence  of  the 
Deity;  and  that  in  every  situation  of  life,  no  matter  how  humble,  Hi^ 
omnipotent  power  is  all-sufficient  to  exalt  us  to  the  highest  grade  of  hu- 
man grandeur! 

Sixth  I'ntei  rogatory:  He  has  never  read  the  “Star”  alluded  to. 

Seventh  Interrogatory:  Answered  by  answer  to  sixth  interrogatory. 

Eighth  Interrogatory:  Answered  by  answer  to  sixth  interrogatory. 

Ninth  Interrogatory:  By  the  official  returns  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Tennessee  for  the  year  1822,  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  and  install- 
ed Grand  Master  for  that  year;  but  whether  he  is  an  adhering  Mason, 
this  deponent  cannot  say.  He  believes  him  to  have  taken  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  v 

Tenth  Interrogatory:  Henry  Clay  was  a Master  Mason, and  elected 
Grand  Master  of  Kentucky,  26  of  August,  1820. 
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Eleventh  Interrogatory:  He  has  never  read  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Ma- 
sonry,” and  declines  reading  it! 

Twelfth  Interrogatory:  The  Royal  Arch  degree  does  not.  contain,  lit- 
erally, or  substantially,  any  such  obligations  as  are  mentioned  in  this  in- 
terrogatory. 

Thirteenth  Interrogatory:  About  ten  years  ago. 

THOMAS  PHENIX. 


John  J.  Donaldson, 
John  S.  Shriver, 


Commissioners. 


Deposition  of  Robert  JYeilson. 

ROBERT  NE1LSON,  of  legal  age,  a witness,  produced  and  sworn 
on  part  of  defendant,  to  the  defendant’s  Interrogatories  answers  and  saith, 

To  the  first  Interrogatory:  He  is  a Free- Mason,  and  has  taken  the 
Royal  Arch  degree. 

Second  Interrogatory:  He  answers,  No. 

Third  Interrogatory:  He  answers  in  the  negative. 

Fourth  Interrogatory:  He  has  read  that  part  only  of  the  speech  refer- 
red to  which  relates  to  the  representation  of  the  Burning  Bush. 

Fifth  Interrogatory:  Nothing)  hat  this  deponent  ever  knew  of, nor  does 
he  believe  rt! 

Sixth  Interrogatory:  He  answers,  No. 

Seventh  Interrogatory:  This  deponent,  for  eighteen  years  has  been 
an  active  Mason  in  Maryland,  and  answers  that  it  cannot  be  said  of  them 
that  they  are  of  the  character  stated  in  the  interrogatory. 

Eighth  Interrogatory:  In  the  negative. 

Ninth  Interrogatory:  In  the  negative. 

Tenth  Interrogatory:  He  has  no  knowledge  on  that  subject. 

Eleventh  Interrogatory:  He  has  no  knowledge  on  that  subject. 

Twelfth  Interrogatory:  He  never  did,  and  has  no  knowledge  on  that 
subject. 

Thirteenth  Interrogatory:  Masons  are  frequently  expelled  from  the 
lodges,  for  such  causes  as  would  render  them  improper  members  of  so- 
ciety. 

Fourteenth  Interrogatory:  This  deponent  knows  nothing  of  Free-Ma- 
sonry  that  conflicts  with  his  duty  to  his  God,  his  country  or  society;  and, 
on  the  contrary,  its  ceremonies  and  observances  tend  to  the  promotion 
of  religion  and  good  morals. 

To  the  plaintiff's  cross  Interrogatories  he  answers: 

To  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth,  that  he  declines  answering 

THEM  ! 

To  the  fifth:  He  answers,  that  he  has  never  witnessed  any  representa- 
tion of  that  kind  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree — there  are 
quotations  from  Scripture  read  in  these  ceremonies  at  the  discretion  of 


FREE-MASONRY  UNMASKED. 


she  presiding  officer — Exodus  3d  chapter,  first  to  sixth  verses,  and  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth  verses  of  the  same  chapter,  and  also  fourth 
chapter  of  Exodus,  from  the  first  to  ninth  verses,  and  Deuteronomy  fifth 
chapter,  from  first  to  twenty  -fourth  verses.  These  are  some  of  the  passa- 
ges recited. 

Sixth  Interrogatory:  He  has  not  read  the  extract  referred  to,  and  de- 
clines reading  it! 

Seventh  Interrogatory;  He  answers  in  the  same  manner! 

Eighth  Interrogatory:  He  answers  in  the  same  manner! 

Ninth  Interrogatory:  He  has  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Tenth  Interrogatory:  He  has  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Eleventh  Interrogatory:  He  has  never  read  the  book  referred  to,  and 
does  not.uish  to  read  it! 

Twelfth  Interrogatory:  That  this  deponent  knows  of  no  part  of  the 
obligation  ofa  Royal  Arch  Mason  as  stated  in  the  first  part  of  this-lnter- 
rogatorv;  neither  does  he  know  of  any  obligation  which  obliges  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  to  receive  and  keep  the  secrets  of  a Companion  Royal  Arch 
Mason!! 

Thirteenth  Interrogatory:  About  ten  years  ago. 

ROBERT  NEILSON. 

John  J.  Donaldson,  ) ^ 

, c.  c > Commissioners. 

John  b.  shriver,  \ 

SPepsition  of  JTamcs  Howard. 

JAMES  HOWARD,  of  lawful  age,  a witness,  produced  and  sworn, 
on  part  of  Defendant,  in  answering  to  the  interrogatories  of  the  defend- 
ant, say  s: 

To  the  first,  That  he  is  a Mason,  and  has  taken  the  Royal  Arch 
Degree. 

To  the  second,  That  this  deponent  is  under  no  obligation  to  any  in- 
dividual whatever,  to  promote  his  political  preferment,  but  is  perfectly 
free  in  all  political  contests,  to  indulge  such  preference  as  personal  pre- 
del ictions  may  induce,  or  individual  judgment  may  direct. 

To  the  third,  That  this  deponent  disclaims  any  obligation  that  binds 
him  to  do  aught  that  compromits  him  as  an  individual  in  his  duty  to 
his  God,  his  country  or  himself. 

To  the  fourth,  That  he  has  not  read  it,  and  does  not  wish  to  read 
it ! 

To  the  fifth,  This  deponent  considers  this  interrogatory  as  insulting, 
as  it  presupposes  him  guilty  of  blasphemy,  which  he  repels! 

To  the  sixth;  This  deponent  knows  of  no  association,  whose  designs 
can  be  characterized  as  moral  and  political  treason. 

To  the  seventh,  That  he  is  generally  acquainted  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  in  Maryland,  and  that  these  things  cannot  be  truly  said  ol 
them 
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To  the  eighth,  That  if  certainly  means  truly,  he  answers  in  the  ne- 
gative! 

To  the  ninth,  It  cannot. 

To  the  tenth  and  eleventh  interrogatories,  He  has  no  knowledge. 

To  the  twelfth,  This  deponent  was  too  young  to  have  any  know- 
ledge on  this  subject. 

To  the  thirteenth,  Masons  are  expelled  from  Lodges,  for  any  mis- 
conduct that  would  disgrace  an  individual. 

To  the  fourteenth,  That  the  objects  of  the  society  are  benevolent, 
and  the  principles,  as  he  understands  them,  promotive  of  peace  and 
good  order  of  society. 


To  the  plaintiff  's  cross-interrogatories  he  answers: 

To  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth,  he  declines  answering , as 

THEY  RELATE  TO  THE  PECULIAR  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

To  the  fifth,  That  the  interrogatory  pre-supposing  blasphemy  on  the 
part  ot  this  deponent,  he  refused  to  answer  it,  further  than  to  repel 
the  insinuation! 

To  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth,  He  has  not  read  the  extract  from 
“The  Star,”  and  declines  reading  it! 

To  the  ninth  and  tenth,  He  has  no  knowledge. 

To  the  eleventh,  He  H AS  BETTER  EMPLOYMENT  FOR  HIS 
TIME,  THAN  TO  EXAMINE  IT!!! 


To  the  twelfth,  He  declines  answering,  for  the  reason  stated  in  the 
answers  to  the  first  four  interrogatories  of  Plaintiff. 

To  the  thirteenth.  That  he  was  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  about 
eight  or  nine  years  ago. 

JAMES  HOWARD. 


John  J.  Donaldson, 
John  S.  Shriver. 


Commissioners. 


Deposition  of  Samuel  Meerl. 

SAMUEL  KF.ERL,  of  legal  age,  a witness  produced,  and  sworn  on 
behalf  of  defendant,  in  answer  to  defendant’s  interrogatories,  answers: 

To  the  first,  He  is  a Free-Mason,  and  has  gone  regularly  up  to  *he 
Royal  Arch  Degree,  which  is  the  summit  of  Ancient  Masonry;  and  ha3 
taken  several  ephemeral  Degrees  in  addition. 

To  the  second,  He  replies  in  the  negative. 

To  the  third,  Fie  replies  in  the  negative. 

To  the  fourth,  This  deponent  read  a speech,  purporting  to  be  a 
speech  ofThaddeus  Stevens,  last  summer,  in  Hagerstown,  but  does  not 
remember  the  part  referred  to  particularly;  but  his  recollection  is  that 
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the  speech  was  slanderous  of  the  order! — he  does  not  wish  to  read  it 
again ! ! 

To  the  fifth,  There  is  nothing  m Masonry  obnoxious  to  the  charge 
of  blasphemy — such  charges  is  insulting  to  the  Order  ! 

To  the  sixth,  There  not  only  is  not,  but  the  insinuation  is  a foul  and 
shameful  slander ! ! 

To  the  seventh,  He  has  associated  much  with  the  Masonic  Frater- 
nity in  Maryland,  and  he  repels  the  imputation  in  this  interrogatory,  as 
slander  upon  the  order  ! 

To  the  eighth,  That  he  makes  the  same  answer,  as  to  the  seventh. 

To  the  ninth,  He  gives  the  same  answer. 

To  the  tenth  and  eleventh,  He  has  no  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

To  the  twelfth.  He  has  no  knowledge. 

To  the  thirteenth,  Masons  are  frequently  expelled  from  the  Lodges, 
fur  such  gross  immoralities  as  would  impair  their  standing  as  men. 

To  the  fourteenth,  The  deponent  states  that  the  order  is  one  purely  of 
benevolence  and  charity,  not  interfering  with  politics,  or  sectarian  reli- 
gion, or  conflictings  in  the  most  remote  degree  with  those  duties  that 
we  owe  to  our  God,  our  country,  our  family,  or  ourselves.  Its  principles 
are  benevolence  and  love;  its  laws  are  reason  and  equity;  its  religion  is 
purity  and  truth,  its  intention  peace  on  eaith,  and  its  disposition,  good 
will  towards  men. 

To  the  plaintiff's  cross-interrogatories , he  answers: 

To  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth,  That  he  declines  answer- 
ing any  questions  that  relate  to  the  particular  organization  of  Masonry. 
But  so  fai  as  relates  to  the  principles,  laws,  objects,  intention  or  disposi- 
tion of  Free- Masonry,  he  will  reply  to  any  proper  questions  that  may 
be  pat ! That  with  reference  to  the  passage  in  scripture  recited,  he  re- 
fers to  any  Masonic  manuel  for  the  chapter  and  verse. 

To  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth,  He  makes  same  reply  us  to  the 
first  four  interrogatories  of  plaintiff. 

To  the  ninth  and  tenth,  This  defendant  has  no  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

To  the  eleventh,  This  deponent  has  never  read  the  book,  and  hat  not 
time  to  read  it  now  ! 


To  the  twelfth,  He  makes  same  reply,  as  he  did  to  ihe  first  four  In- 
terrogatories of  plaintiff. 

To  the  thirteenth,  About  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 


John  J.  Donaldson, 
John  S.  Shsiver, 


Commissioners. 


SAMUEL  KEERL. 
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deposition  of  Charles  Howard. 

CHARLES  HOWARD,  of  lawful  age,  being  produced  and  s worn, 
answers  to  the  defendant’s  interrogatories  as  follows : 

To  the  first,  That  he  is  a Free- Mason  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

To  the  second,  He  has  never  in  any  degree  of  Masonry,  assumed  a ay 
obligation  to  promote  the  political  preferment  of  a mason,  in  preference 
to  all  other  persons,  nor  is  he  acquainted  with  any  degree  in  which  a 
Mason  is  bound,  counselled  or  expected  to  promote  the  political  prefer- 
ment of  another  Mason. 

To  the  third,  He  has  never  placed  himself  under  any  obligation  in 
receiving  any  Degree  of  Masonry,  nor  has  he  known  any  other  person 
to  do  so,  which  would  require  a Mason  to  receive  and  keep  the  secrets 
of  another,  or  to  do  anv  thing  which  would  interfere  with  his  moral  or 
political  duties. 

To  the  fourth,  He  has  never  read  the  speech  referred  to,  nor  any 
part  thereof  in  “The  Star.” 

To  the  fifth.  He  answers  in  the  negative,  so  far  as  the  degree  is  inti- 
mated to  be  blasphemous.  The  speech  he  has  not  read. 

To  the  sixth,  not  as  deponent  knows  or  believes. 

To  the  seventh,  he  has  associated  much  with  Masons  in  Maryland, 
such  chaiges  as  are  contained  in  this  interrogatory  would,  if  applied  to 
them,  be  groundless  and  false. 

To  the  eight,  It  may  certainly  be  affirmed  of  the  Masonic  Institution, 
that  its  influence  has  been  as  stated  in  this  interrogatory,  but  the  affir- 
mation would  as  certainly  be  untrue. 

To  the  ninth,  It  cannot  be  trulv  said  to- 

To  the  tenth  and  eleventh,  He  has  no  knowledge. 

To  the  twelfth.  General  Washington  died  before  deponent’s  birth. 

To  the  thirteenth,  Masons  are  frequency  expelled,  as  well  for  immo- 
ral conduct,  asfor  the  violation  of  the  peculiar  rules  of  the  institution. 

To  the  fourteenth.  In  reply  to  this  general  question,  he  answers,  he 
knows  nothing  of  Masonry  tojustifv  the  prejudices,  excited  against  them. 
The  principles  which  he  has  understood  to  be  Masonic,  are  praiseworthy. 

To  the  plaintiff's  cross  Interrogatories,  he  answers  as  follows: 

To  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth,  that  he  declines  to  answer  any 
question  which  calls  on  him  to  state  what  are,  or  xchat  are  not, the  pecu~ 
liar  features  of  the  different  degrees  of  Masonry  as  distinguishing  them 
from  each  other. 

Fifth  Interrogatory:  He  replies  as  above,  but  denies  the  imputation 
of  blasphemy,  cast  in  it  on  all  who  have  taken  the  degree  of  Royal  Arch 
Masonry. 


76 


FREE- Mi  SO  KEY  UNMASKED. 


To  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eight,  the  same  reply. 

To  the  ninth  and  tenth,  He  has  understood  and  believes  x^ndrew  Jack- 
son  and  Henry  Clay  to  be  Masons,  but  could  not  say  of  what  degree. 

To  the  eleventh  and  12th.  He  makes  the  same  reply  as  to  the  first, &c. 

To  the  thirteenth,  He  was  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason  in  1824,  as  he 
believes,  bui  it  may  have  been  in  1825. 

CHARLES  HOWARD. 

Commissioners. 

o 

•Masonry  in  the.  Mi  strict  of  Columbia! 

00“  A Commission,  with  Interrogatories  similar  to  those  already 
given,  was  issued  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  which  the  following 
return  was  made.  It  shows  how  successfully  Masonry  obstructs  the 
execution  of  the  Laws  ! Even  the  most  intelligent  Members  of  Con- 
gress consider  their  Masonic  Oaths  paramount  to  their  civil  Obliga- 
tions! 

THADDEUS  STEVENS,  ) In  the  Circuit  Court  of 
vs.  > Adams  County,  Fa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER , 7 December  Term,  1831. 

By  virtue  of  a Commission  issued  out  of  said  Court,  dated  at  Get- 
tysburg, the  17th  day  of  January,  1832,  appointing  in  the  name,  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  George  Sweeny,  and  Frederick 
Whittlesey,  Harmar  Denny,  Robert  Allison,  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, George  McDuffie,  and  Daniel  Webster,  of  Washington 
City,  District  of  Columbia,  Commissioners,  with  full  power  and  au- 
thority, in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  in  said  Circuit  Court,  in  a cer- 
tain cause  there  depending,  wherein  THADDEUS  STEVENS  is 
Plaintiff  and  JACOB  LEFEVER  is  D fend  mt,  to  call  before  them, 
or  the  first  named  with' either  of  the  six  last  named,  all  and  every 
person  and  persons  who  may  be  named  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  De- 
fendant against  the  Plaintiff,  as  witnesses  in  the  said  cause.  And  to 
examine  each  of  the  said  witnesses  touching  the  premises,  and  reduce 
their  testimony  to  writing.  The  undersigned  George  Sweeny  and 
Frederick  Whittlesey , two  of  the  Commissioners  named  in  said  Com- 
m ssion,  did,  in  pursuance  of  their  said  appointment,  call  upon  a num- 
ber of  persons,  -Members  of  Congress  and  others,  who,  they  were  in* 
fbrmecl,  were  members  of  the  Fraternity  of  Free-Masons,  to  appear 
before  them,  to  be  examined  as  witnesses,  touciiing  the  premises,  and 
true  answers  to  make  to  the  Interrogatories  annexed  to  said  Commis- 
sion, on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff  and  Defendant  in  said  cause. 


John  J.  Donaldson, 
John  S.  Shrives, 
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Now,  this  is  to  certify  to  said  Circuit  Court,  that  all  and  every 

ONE  OE  THE  PERSONS  SO  CALLED  UPON  AND  REQUIRED  TO  APPEAR  AS 

aforesaid,  REFUSED  AND  DECLINED  TO  APPEAR  AND 
ANSWER,  and  assigned  as  their  reason  for  so  refusing, THAT  THEY 
DEEMED  IT  IMPROPER,  and  had  resolved  therefore  not  to  inter- 
fere in  any  dispute  touching  the  Ceremonies  and  Obligations  of  Free- 
Masons!  "• 

And  the  undersigned  do  hereby  and  herewith  return  the  said  Com- 
mission to  the  said  Circuit  Court,  with  this  their  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings thereon.  And  do  certify,  that  the  costs  of  executing  said 
Commission  do  amount  to  the  sum  of  Twenty  Dollars. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  We,  the  said  Commissioners,  do  hereunto 
affix  our  names,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
this  Twenty-ninth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord,  One 
Thousand  eight  hundred  and  Thirty-two. 

GEORGE  SWEENY,  [seal.] 
FREDERICK  WHITTLESEY,  [seal.] 


Depositions  taken  in  ISagers-Toivn. 

THADDKUS  STEVENS,  \ In  the  Circuit  Court  of 
vs.  > Adams  County,  Pa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER,  S December  Term,  1831. 

Interrogatories  10  be  put  to  Witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant. 

Interrogatory  1st.  Are  you  a Mason,  and  of  what  degree? 

2d.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  Obligation  of  f lie  Royal  Arch  Degree,  by  which 
a Royal  Arch  Mason  is  bound  to  promote  the  o litical  preferment  of  a Compan- 
ion Royal  Arch  Mason,  in  preference  to  all  others  of  equal  qualifications?  Or  i3 
there  any  thing  in  the  principles  or  obligations  of  Masonry,  of  whatever  degree, 
by  which  Masons  are  bound,  admonished,  counselled  or  expected  to  promote  the 
political  preferment  of  each  other? 

3d.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  obligation  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason  obliging  him 
to  receive  and  keep  inviolable  the  secrets  of  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
murder  and  treason  not  excepted?  Or  is  there  any  such  thing  or  obligation  in 
Masonry  of  whatever  degree?  Or  which  in  any  way  interferes  with  or  commits  a 
Mason,  in  his  duty  to  his  God,  his  country,  his  neighbor  or  his  family? 

4th.  Have  you  read  in  the  printed  paper  here  shown  you  called  ‘‘The  Star,” 
a speech  delivered  by  Tbaddeus  Stevens,  Esq.  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.  before  a meet- 
ing of  the  Anti-Masons  of  Washington  county,  Md.,  at  the  Court  House  in  Ha- 
gerstown, on  Saturday,  the  4th  day  of  June  last;  particularly  that  part  which  so- 
lales  to  the  burning  bush,  &c.? 

5th.  Is  there  any  thing  or  praclice  in  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  ot  Free  Mason- 
ry of  so  blasphemous  and  irieverent  a character — or  did  you  ever  see  in  a Ma- 
sonic Lodge  any  matter  or  thing  so  indecent,  as  the  particular  portion  of  said 
speech  here  referred  to? 

6th.  Istbeie  any  matter  or  thing  in  Masonry  which  can  be  truly  character- 
ized as  “moral  and  political  treason? 


73 


FREE- MASONRY  UNMASKED. 

7th.  Have  you  associated  much,  and  are  you  generally  acquainted  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  of  Maryland,  and  particularly  of  Washington  County,  and 
een  it  be  truly  said  of  them  that  they  are  “a  chartered  band  of  of  lawless  incendD 
aries,  invited  to  the  commission  of  crimes  by  immunity  from  punishment,’' — a 
corporate  body  associated  for  the  purpose  of  bidding  defiance  to  the  Laws  and 
Blocking  at  justice? 

8th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  Masonic  institution  that  ever  since  the  insti- 
tution existed,  the  whole  community  have  been  robbed  of  their  rights  and  plun- 
dered of  their  estates  by  its  secret  influence? 

9th.  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  that  “they  are  a horde  of 
mercenary  traitors? 

10th.  Are  Masons  ever  expelled  from  the  Lodges7  If  yea,  In  what  case,  and 
for  what  description  of  misconduct  are  they  expelled? 

11.  Did  you  know  George  Swearingen,  who  was  tried  and  executed  in  Cum- 
berland, Md.,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife? 

12th.  Was  the  said  George  Swearingen  a Mason?  If  yea,  of  what  degree? 

13th.  Were  there  any  Masons  concerned  in  the  apprehension,  prosecution,  or 
execution  of  the  said  George  Swearingen,  either  as  Jurv-men  or  other  officers  of 
Justice?  If  yea,  slate  what  persons  were  so  concerned  and  what  part  they  took 
respectively? 

14th.  Were  you  examined  as  a Witness  on  the  trial  of  the  said  George  Swear- 
ingen? v ere  you  summoned  for  the  prosecution  or  by  the  Deiendant?  What  was 
your  testimony — and  was  it  important  to  the  conviction  of  said  Swearingen? — 
state  your  knowledge  and  remembrance  fully? 

lbth.  Do  you  know  any  other  matter  or  thing  that  may  be  material,  compe- 
tent or  proper  evidence  in  this  suit?  It  yea,  state  your  knowledge  fully? 

Interrogatories  on  part  of  Plaintiff. 

1st.  Did  said  Swearingen  give  any  ofsaid  Masons  the  Sign  of  Distress? 

2d.  Did  you  or  they  acquire  the  facts  to  which  they  testified,  “ MasonicallyV ’ 

3d.  Please  state  the  obligation  or  oath  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason,  in 
the  very  words  of  the  oath,  as  nearly  as  possible? 

4th.  State  in  like  manner  the  obligation  of  the  second  degree  or  Fellow- 
Craft? 

5th.  State  in  like  manner  the  obligation  of  the  Master  Mason  in  full? 

fith.  State  in  like  manner  the  obligation  of  the  Roval  Arch  Degree  in  full, 
an  I as  nearly  in  the  terms  in  which  it  is  administered  as  possible? 

7th.  Slate  whether  in  the  Ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  there  is  any 
allusion  to  a representation  of  the  scene  of  the  Lord  appearing  to  Moses  from  the 
Burning  Bush  of  Mount  lloreb;  and  whether  passages  from  the  Bible,  relative 
to  said  scene,  are  recited  in  said  Ceremonies;  and  state  fully  and  minutely  the 
whole  of  the  Ceremonies  or  allusions  to  said  scene,  as  given  in  the  Royal  Arch 
Degiee,  that  the  jury  may  judge  ofits  blasphemy? 

8th.  Examine  the  extract  in  “The  Star,”  referred  to,  purporting  to  he  the 
penalty  of  the  Fellow  Craft  or  Second  Degree:  and  slate  whether  the  same  is  sub- 
stantially correct — and  if  not,  wherein  it  varies  from  the  true  penalty,  and  supply 
the  words  of  the  true  penalty. 

9th.  In  like  manner  examine  the  extract  of  the  Master  Mason’s  Obligation, 
and  state  whether  it  be  substantially  correct;  and  if  not,  state  wherein  it  differs, 
ar.d  state  the  w<  rds  of  difference  in  the  true  obligation. 

10th.  In  like  manner  examine  the  extract  of  the  Royal  Arch  Obligation  con- 
tained in  said  speech,  and  state  wherein  it  varies  from  the  real  obligation,  where- 
in they  are  different,  and  specifying  particularly  any  variation,  and  what  it  is? 

] Ith.  Is  General  Andrew  Jackson  an  adhering  Mason,  and  ot  what  Degree? 
and  was  he  ever  Grand  Master  of  Tennessee? 
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12th.  Is  Henry  Clay  a Mason,  and  of  what  Degree?  and  was  he  ever  Grand 
Master  of  Kentucky? 

13th  Examine  the  Book  now  shewn  you,  called  “Bernard’s  Light  on  Mason, 
ry,”  and  state  whether  it  is  a substantially  correct  revelation  of  the  Ceremonies, 
oaths  and  obligations  of  Masonry,  as  far  as  you  have  advanced;  and  if  not,  state 
wherein  the  difference  consists  between  that  and  true  Masonry? 

14th.  Does  the  Royal  Arch  obligation  contains  a clause,  or  sentence  or  part  ot 
a sentence  substantially  as  follows — ‘ Furthermore  do  I promise  and  swear,  that 
I will  aid  and  assist  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  when  engaged  in  any  diffi- 
culty and  espouse  his  cause  so  far  as  to  extricate  him  from  the  same,  if  in  my 
power,  whether  he  be  right  or  wrong?”  Also  substantially  as  follows:  “Further- 
more do  1 promise  and  swear,  that  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason’s  secrets, 
given  me  in  charge  as  such;  and  I knowing  them  to  be  such,  shall  remain  as  se- 
cure and  inviolable  in  my  breast  as  in  his  own, murder  an  j treasonnot  excepted;” 
Or,a9  sometimes  varied  “without  exception” — state  fully? 

15th.  When  were  you  made  a Royal  Arch  Mason? 

By  virtue  of  the  annexed  Commission,  issued  nut  ofthe  Circuit  Court 
of  Adams  county,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsv  Ivania,  the  12th  day 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  directed  to  Jacob  Smith, 
Franklin  Anderson  and  John  McIlhenny,  of  Hagerstown,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  empowering  them,  or  the  first  named,  with  either  of 
the  two  last  named,  to  examine  evidences  in  a cause  in  the  said  Court 
depending,  wherein  Thaddeijs  Stevens  is  Plaintiff  and  Jacob  Lefe- 
ver  is  Defendant:  We,  Jacob  Smith  and  John  McIlhenny,  two  of  the 
Commissioners  in  the  said  C immHsion  ntme  1,  having  met,  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  January,  in  the  \earofour  Lord,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  at  the  Court  House  in  Hagerstown,  pursuant  to  appoint- 
ment, and  notice  thereof  given,  and  no  person  or  persons  having  appear- 
ed or  produced  before  us,  we  adjourned  the  commission — to  meet  at 
the  place  above  stated,  on  Wednesday  the  first  day  of  February  fol- 
lowing. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  1st,  1832. 

The  Commissioners  above  named,  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
no  person  or  persons  having  appeared  before  us,  we  adjourned  the 
Commission,  to  meet  at  the  place  above  mentioned  on  to-morrow  mor- 
ning at  10  o'clock. 

Deposition  ot  Gen.  Gtho  H.  Willieims. 

THURSDAY,  February  2d,  1832. 

The  Commissioners  above  mentioned  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
and  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  the  said  Commission — Whereupon, 
OTHO  H.  WILLIAMS,  a witness  produced  bv  the  Defendant  in  the 
said  commission  named,  being  duly  sworn,  true  and  perfect  ansu'ers  to 
make  to  all  such  interrogatories  as  to  him  should  be  put  in  this  cause , 
and  therein  to  speak  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth : 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  part  of  Defendant,  witness  answers  as 
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follows:  1 am  a Mason,  and  have  advanced  as  far  as  the  Royal  Arcl^ 
Degree. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  he  answers,  That  there  is  nothing  in 
the  obligation  ofa  Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  in  any  other  degree  as  far  as 
has  been  delivered  and  committed  to  him,  which  binds  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  or  a Mason  of  any  other  degree,  to  promote  the  political  prefer- 
ment ofa  Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  any  other  Mason,  in  any 
manner,  or  under  any  circumstances  whatever.  The  principles  of  Ma- 
sonry, as  far  as  he  understands  them,  inculcate  abstraction  from  reli- 
gious and  political  controversies,  and  the  notoriety  of  the  fact  of  his 
having  in  many  instances  voted  for  candidates  for  Congress,  Assembly, 
Sheriff,  &c.  who  were  not  Masons  in  preference  to  those  who  were,  is 
an  evidence  at  least,  that  he  has  ne.ver  considered  himself  under  any 
such  obligations,  as  are  implied  in  the  interrogatory. 

To  the  tiiird  interrogatory  witness  answers,  There  is  nothing  in  the 
obligation  ofa  Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  of  any  other  degree,  so  far  as  he 
is  in  possession  ot  them, which  obliges  him  to  receive  and  beep  inviola- 
ble the  secrets  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  ofany  other  degree,  which  in- 
volves the  guilt  of  murder  and  tieason,  or  which  .interferes  in  any  man- 
ner whatever  with  his  duty  to  his  God,  his  country,  his  neighbor  or  his 
family,  or  binds  him  to  sustain  his  Masonic  brethren  in  any  act  which 
is  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  morality,  and  incompatible  with  his 
duty  as  a good  citizen;  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  member  is  required 
at  tils  initiation  and  advancement  to  observe  a strict  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  God  and  man,  and  to  “keep  and  obey  the  moral  laws,  to  be  a 
quiet  and  peaceable  citizen,  true  to  his  government  and  just  to  his 
country;”  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  obligation  which  commits  a Ma- 
son in  his  duty  to  his  God,  his  conntry,  his  neighbor,  or  his  family. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  I have  never  read  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Stevens  in  “The  Star,”  or  in  any  other  paper. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  Not  having  read  the 
speech,  he  cannot  answer  the  interrogatory. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  There  is  none,  so  far  as 
he  is  conversant  with  the  principles  of  Masonry. 

To  the  seventh,  eight  and  ninth  Interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  Masons  are  expel- 
led for  aberrations  from  duty,  after  a strict  enquiry  and  scrutiny  into  the 
charges  exhibited  against  them,  and  in  some  instances  they  are  first  ad- 
monished, then  suspended,  and  when  those  lighter  punishments  fail  to 
produce  reformation,  expulsion  takes  place.  A Mason  is  resposinble 
tor  a course  of  good  conduct,  and  if  he  deviates  from  it,  he  will  be  ex- 
pelled and  disgraced. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers, That  he  knew  George 
Swearingen;  he  was  Sheriff  of  Washington  County,  and  was  formerly 
a clerk  in  his  office. 
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To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  a Royal 
Arch  M a son. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  ap- 
prehended at  New  Orleans,  was  prosecuted,  convicted  and  executed  at 
Cumberland,  Md.;  he  does  not  know  whether  Masons  were  concerned  in 
his  apprehension,  but  they  were  in  his  prosecution  and  execution. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  sum- 
moned and  examined  as  a witness  on  the  part  of  the  State,  on  the  trial 
of  George  Swearingen;  his  testimony  went  to  disclose  facts  which 
Swearingen  communicated  to  him  in  confidence  as  a Mason,  relative 
to  his  attachment  for,  and  the  concealment  of  Rachel  Cunningham  in 
his  house  at  that  time,  and  the  causes  which  produced  the  difference 
with  his  wife;  his  testimony  was  dealt  upon  by  the  District  Attorney  as 
material  and  important  to  his  conviction. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  does  not 
now  recollect  any  other  matter  or  thing,  that  may  be  considered  mate- 
rial in  the  cause,  except  to  state  the  fact,  that  there  are  about  two  hun- 
dred Masons  in  Washington  county — but  one  of  the  Judges  of  our 
County  Court  is  a Mason;  the  Clerk  of  the  County  is  a Mason,  but  none 
of  his  deputies  are;  the  Register  of  Wills  and  his  deputies  are  not;  nei- 
ther of  the  three  Judges  of  the  Orphans’  Court  is  a Mason;  but  one  out 
of  the  seven  Commissioners  of  the  county  is  a Mason;  the  Sheriff  who 
died  a few  days  ago  was  not  a Mason,  there  is  no  Sheriff  at  present  in 
commission;  of  eighty-three  Justices  of  the  Peace  commissioned  for  this 
county,  but  seventeen  are  Masons;  of  seventy-six  Supervisors,  but  three 
are  Masons;  of  twenty-one  Judges  of  Elections,  there  is  but  one  Ma- 
son; out  of  thirty-five  Managers  of  the  School  Fund  there  are  five  Ma- 
sons; out  of  four  Delegates  to  the  Legislature  there  is  one  Mason — 
there  are  but  thirty-five  Masons  holding  any  kind  of  office  in  this  coun- 
ty, to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  Plaintiff,  witness  answers  as 
follows: 

He  gave  no  sign  whatever  to  him,  or  to  any  one  else  to  his  knowledge 
— he  seldom  saw  Ins  face  during  the  trial,  as  he  rested  his  head  on  the 
bar,  the  greater  part  of  the  time  witness  was  in  Court. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness' answers,  That  he  believes  he 
communicated  the  facts  to  which  he  testified  Masonically! 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  well  not  ! I 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not! 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not  1 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  wIll  not  ! 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not 
state  any  thing  in  relation  of  the  Roy^al  Arch  Degree  ! There 
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is  no  blasphemy  attached  to  the  degree,  as  far  as  his  understanding  of 
it,  as  communicated  to  him,  enables  him  tojndge. 

To  the  eight  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  has  no  disposi- 
tion to  examine  the  extract  referred  to,  and  therefores  declines  do- 
ing so. 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  The  same  as  to  the 
eight  Interrogatory  ! 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  the  same  as  to  the  eighth 
Interrogatory. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  no- 
thing of  Gen.  Jackson’s  Masonry  except  from  report'. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  Henry  Clay’s  Masonry  except  from  report ! 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  no  book  has 
been  shown  him,  and  if  it  were  shown,  iie  should  have  no  wish  to 
EXAMINE  IT,  OR  ANY  OTHER  SPURIOUS  PUBLICATION  CONCERNING  M.V 
SONRY  ! 1 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  say 

NOTHING  FURTHER  OF  THE  OBLIGATION  OF  A ROYAL  ArCII  MaSON,  than 
what  he  has  already  answered  to  the  Defendant’s  third  Interrogatory! 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  made  a 
Roval  Arch  Mason  almost  fifteen  years  ago;  and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not.  GTHO  H.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  February  2,  1832,  before 

J.  S.  Smith, 

Jno.  McIlhenny. 


JDeposilion  of  l *achcl  SI*  Randall. 

VACHEL  W.  RANDALL,  a witness  produced  by  the  Defendant, 
being  first  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God: 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant,  witness  an- 
swers as  follows — That  he  is  a Mason  and  of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  there  is  nothing 
in  the  obligation  attached  to  ihe  Royal  Arch  degree,  as  communicated 
to  him,  nor  as  he  has  heard  it  communicated  to  others  in  different  lodges 
in  Maryland,  which  counsels  or  enforces  political  preference  for  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  over  other  persons  of  equal  qualifications — neither  does 
he  know  of  any  Masonic  obligation  which  inculcates  principles  of  that 
character. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  the  allegation  con- 
tained in  the  first  clause  of  this  interrogatory,  he  has  understood  has 
been  charged  against  the  Roval  Arch  degree — so  far  as  his  knowledge 
extends  in  relation  to  that  degree,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is 
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absolutely  untrue — he  has  never  pledged  himself  upon  any  occasion,  to 
conceal  the  murder  or  treason  of  any  man;  he  has  never  heard  or  wit- 
nessed in  any  Masonic  Lodge,  of  any  degree,  principles  inculcated,  or 
habits  recommended,  which  were  calculated  to  destroy  the  piety  of  a 
Christian,  the  patriotism  of  a citizen,  the  kindness  or  social  feelings  of  a 
neighbor,  or  the  affection  and  sober  industry  of  an  husband  or  father. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  has  not  read, 
neither  did  he  hear,  the  speech  alluded  to  in  this  interrogatory. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  has  never  wit- 
nessed any  thing,  either  in  word  or  action,  blasphemous  or  irreverent  in 
a Masonic  Lodge,  of  any  degree;  on  the  contrary,  he  has  always  heard 
an  humble  reverence  for  the  Deity  and  Bible  strongly  recommended. 
Of  the  contents  of  the  spetch  before  alluded  to  he  knows  nothing. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  Masonry,  so  far  as 
he  understands  it,  is  a moral  and  virtuous  institution;  he  is  sure  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  is  predicated  are  not  calculated  to  promote  the  growth 
of  either  moral  or  political  treason. 

The  seventh, eighth  and  ninth  Interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  Masons  are  some- 
times expelled  for  offences  against  the  regulations  of  the  institution,  and 
sometimes  for  offences  against  morality — such  as  dishonesty,  habitual  in* 
toxication,  or  other  immoral  misconduct. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  knew  Geo. 
Swearingen. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  a Mason, 
but  does  not  recollect  of  what  degree. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  believes 
there  were  several  Masons  active  in  the  arrest  and  prosecution  of  George 
Swearingen. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  not  a 
witness  on  the  trial  of  George  Swearingen. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  knows  of 
nothing  further  which  would  be  admitted  as  competent  evidence  in  the 
suit  between  the  parties. 

Interrogatories  on  the  part  of  Plaintiff. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff  witness  answers 
as  follows:  He  did  not  see  George  Swearingen  after  his  arrest. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  was  not  a wit- 
ness on  the  trial. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not! 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not! 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not! 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  will  not! 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  has  already 
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stated  that  lie  has  never  upon  any  occasion  witnessed  blasphemy  or  ir- 
reverence towards  the  Deity  in  a Masonic  Lodge.  The  ceremonies  ob- 
served, in  that  degree  he  will  not  state. 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  That  he  has  no  curiosi- 
ty to  examine  the  chimeras  which  the  heated  or  frightened  imagination 
of  any  man  may  conjure  up  o gainst  Masonry!  He,  therefore,  does  not 
feel  disposed  to  read  the  extract  alluded  to  ! ! 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  witness  refers  to  his  answer  to  the  eighth 
interrogatorv  for  answer  unto  this! 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  Witness  answers  the  same  as  to  the  eighth 
interrogatory! 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
ot  Gen.  Jackson’s  attachment  or  adherence  to  Masonry. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  neither  does  he 
know  any  thing  of  Mr.  Clay  as  connected  with  Masonry. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  hasnot  read, 
neither  does  he  feel  disposed  to  read  any  thing  which  Mr.  Bernard 
may  have  written  upon  the  subject  of  Masonry! ! 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  already 
spoken  as  fully  upon  the  principles  and  character  of  the  Royal  Arch  de- 
gree as  he  shall  do!  He  would  refer  to  his  answers  to  previous  interrog- 
atories in  relation  to  this  decree. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  made  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  seven  or  eight  years  ago — and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not.  VACHEL  W.  RANDALL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  February  2, 1832,  before 

J.  S.  Smith, 

Jno.  M Ilhenny. 


Stepositimi  of  William  ID.  SScll. 

WILLIAM  I).  BELL,  of  lawful  age,  a witness  produced  by  the  De- 
fendant, being  first  duly  3worn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Almighty  God: 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant,  witness  an- 
swers as  follows — That  he  is  a Mason — a Royal  Arch. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  neither  admits 
nor  denies  that  there  are  Masonic  obligation^,  and  that  there  is  nothing 
in  Masonry  as  communicated  to  him  by  which  Masons  are  bound,  admon- 
ished, counselled  or  expected  to  promote  the  political  preferment  of  each 
other. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say  in  relation  to  Masonic  obligations. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  not  read  Mr. 
Stevens’  speech,  nor  has  he  any  wish  to  do  so! 
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To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  refers  to  his  answer  to  tbe  third  In- 
terrogatory for  an  answer  unto  this. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  not. 

The  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  Interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  they  are  for  immor- 
al and  improper  conduct  of  various  degrees. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  did  know 
George  Swearingen. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was — a Royal 
Arch  Mason. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  there  were  in  the 
prosecution  and  exceution — Gen.  Otho  H.  Williams, Mr.  George  Keai- 
hofer,  Mr.  Jacob  Powless,  the  Sheriff  of  Allegany  county,  and  Doctor 
Lawrence. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  not  ex- 
amined as  a witntss. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  the  population 
of  Washington  county  is  about  twenty-five  thousand  two  hundred;  that 
there  are  about  two  hundred  Masons  in  the  County;  the  Lodge  in  Ha- 
gerstown has  not  been  in  the  habit  of  meeting  regularly  for  about  two 
years  past;  the  last  regular  meeting  was  in  May  1830;  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Chapter  was  a considerable  time  anterior  to  that  date.  The  Ma- 
sons of  Washington  county,  have  been  and  are  still  much  divided  on  the 
political  question  by  which  the  two  parties  of  the  County  are  divided,  and 
they  have  been  much  divided  on  all  political  questions,  since  I have  been 
a Mason — voting  for  and  against  Mas  ns,  without  reference  to  their 
Masonic  Character. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff  witness  answer.®, 
that  he  wa®  not  present  at  the  trial. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers  same  as  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory. 

To  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  In- 
terrogatories witness  answers,  THAT  HE  WILL  NOT! 

To  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  Interrogatories  witness  answers,  that  he 
does  not  know. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not  ! 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  nothing 
further  tosav  in  relation  to  Masonic  obligations! 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  several  years  ago — 
and  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

WILLIAM  D.,  BELL. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  February  2,  1832,  before 

J.  8.  Smith, 

Jno.  MTlhenxy. 
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deposition  of  George  Jtcalhofer . 

GEORGE  KEALHOFER,  of  lawful  age,  a witness  produced  on  the 
part  of  the  Defendant,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of 
Almighty  God: 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant  witness  an- 
swers as  follows:  That  he  is  a Mason,  and  has  taWn  the  degree  of  Royal 
Arch. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  of  noth- 
ing in  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  as  communicated  to  him,  nor  has  he  ever 
heard  it  among  Masons,  which  grves  a political  preference  for  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  over  other  persons  of  equal  qualifications;  nor  has  he  ever 
heard  political  conversations  in  a Royal  Arch  Chapter,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge — for  it  was  always  prohibited  by  the  general  principles  of 
Masonry. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  obligation  of  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  or  of  any  other  degree,  that  he 
knows  of,  which  obliges  a Mason  to  receive  and  keep  the  secrets  of  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  which  involves  the  guilt  of  murder  and  treason;  nor 
is  there  anv  thing  in  the  degree  which  interferes  with  his  duty  as  a Chris- 
tian towards  his  God,  his  country,  his  neighbor  or  his  family. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  not  read,  nor 
did  he  hear  the  speech  of  Mr.  Stevens  delivered. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  neither  seen 
nor  heard  of  any  thing  in  the  Royal  Arch  degree,  that  was  either  blas- 
phemous, irreverent  or  indecent. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
Masonry, that  he  knows  of,  which  can  be  characterized  as  moral  or  politi- 
cal treason. 

The  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  Interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  persons  are  some- 
times admonished  and  suspended  for  offences,  first  and  slight,  and  if  no 
reformation  is  produced  he  is  expelled,  and  frequently  published  to  the 
world  as  an  expelled  and  disgraced  Mason. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knew  George 
Swearingen. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  does  not 
know  whether  there  were  Masons  concerned  in  his  apprehension,  or 
whether  any  were  jurymen  or  not. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  sum- 
moned and  examined  as  a witness  on  the  part  ol  the  State  on  the  trial  of 
said  Swearingen;  he  disclosed  facts  which  Swearingen  communicated  to 
him  in  confidence;  and  he  was  told  by  the  prosecuting  Attorney,  that  hi* 
evidence  was  strong  against  said  Sweariogen. 
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To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  of  no- 
thing further  which  would  be  admitted  as  evidence  between  the  parties. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff, witness  answers, 
that  he  gave  no  sign. whatever  to  him,  nor  to  any  other  Mason  that  he 
discovered,  as  he  seldom  seen  his  face.  It  was  remarked  by  person* 
that  when  Gen.  O.  II.  Williams*  name  and  his  own  were  called,  Swear- 
ingen immediately  hid  his  lace  by  resting  it  on  the  bar,  or  covered  it 
with  his  hand. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answer0,  that  he  believes  ha 
related  the  facts  to  him  Masonicallv  which  he  testified  to  on  the  trial,  or 
at  least  he  understood  it  so. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  wtll  not  ! 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatoiy  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not.' 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  icill  not.' 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not ! 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  slate  noth- 
ing  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree! 

To  the  eight  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  no  disposi- 
tion to  read  or  examine  the  production  of  any  spurious  treatise  on  or  a- 
gainst  Masonry!  He  therefore  says  he  declines  the  task  !! 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  the  same  as  to  ths 
eighth  Interrogatory. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  the  same  as  to  the  eight!* 
Interrogatory. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
of  Gen.  Jackson’s  being  a Mason  only  from  report:  consequently  he  caa 
sav  nothing  of  his  adhering  to  the  principles  of  the  order. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
ef  Mr.  Clay’s  being  a Mason  only  from  report. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  refers  to  h:s  answer  to  the 
eighth  Interrogatory  on  part  of  Plaintifffor  answer  unto  this. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  state 
nothing  further  inp'elation  to  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  than  what  he  ha* 
already  stated  in  reply  to  the  Interrogatories  on  part  of  Defendant  ! 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  wdness  answers  about  — years  ago. — 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

GEO.  KEALHOFER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  2,  1832,  before 

J.  S.  Smith, 

Jno.  McIlhenny. 
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Deposition  of  Dr.  Thomas  It.  Ducket. 

DR.  THOMAS  H.  DUCKETT,  of  lawful  age,  a witness  produced 
by  the  Defendant,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  Al- 
mighty God — 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant,  Witness  an- 
swers, That  he  is  a Mason — of  the  Royal  Arch  degree. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  the  Royal  Arch  degree  binding  a Mason  to  promote  the  political  pre- 
ferment of  a Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason  in  preference  to  any  other 
candidate  of  equal  qualifications, as  far  as  he  recollects;  but  as  a proof  of 
his  not  thinking so,he  voted  for  the  late  Sheriffin  preference  to  another 
candidate  who  was  a Mason, and  he  believes  better  qualified  for  the  office 
than  the  person  whom  he  voted  for. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  obligation  which  compels  him  to  receive  and  keep  the  secrets  of  a 
Companion  Royal  Arch  Mason,  murder  and  treason  not  excepted;  nor 
is  there  any  such  thing  or  obligation  in  Masonry  of  whatever  degree, or 
which  in  any  way  interferes  with  or  commits  a Mason  in  his  duty  to  his 
God,  his  country,  his  neighbor  or  his  family. 

To  the  fourlh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  not  seen  the 
speech  referred  to  in  (he  “Star,”  or  in  any  other  paper,  nor  would  he  be 
bound  to  read  any  such  balderdash  from  report1 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  never  seen  any 
thing  in  a Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  that  he  considered  blas- 
phemous,or  of  an  irreverent  character  ; and  not  having  seen  the  speech, 
he  is  unable  to  answer  any  thing  about  it. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  nothing  in 
Masonry  that  can  be  characterize  as  moral  and  political  treason. 

The  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  Interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  Masons  are  first  re- 
primanded, then  suspended  and  finally  expelled  for  committing  any  hein- 
ous offence,  or  any  thing  the  Lodge  may  think  derogatory  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  or  to  one  another. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knew  George 
Swearingen  very  well. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  believes  he  was 
a Royal  Arch  Mason. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  cannot  say 
as  to  his  apprehension;  there  were  in  the  prosecution  on  the  part  of  the 
State,  viz.  Gen.  Otho  II.  Williams,  Mr.  Geo.  Koalhofer,and  he  believes 
Mr.  Jacob  Powles. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  not, 
neither  was  he  summoned. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
further  that  would  be  evidence  in  this  suit. 
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To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff,  Witness  an- 
»wers,  that  not  as  he  knows  of. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  not  a wit- 
ness on  the  trial. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not! 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not ! 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not ! 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not  ! 

To  the  seventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not! 

To  the  eighth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not  ! 

To  the  ninth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not  ! 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will  not! 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  speaks  only 
from  report  when  he  says  he  is,  and  also  when  he  says  he  was  Grand 
Master  of  Tennessee. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  speaks  from 
report  whensay3  he  is,  and  also  when  he  says  he  was  Grand  Master  of 
Kentucky. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  anwers,  that  he  will  neither 
examine  Bernard's  Light, Sterne's  Light, or  any  other  light, if  spurious, 
on  Masonry! !! 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  refers  to 
his  answer  to  the  Defendant’s  third  Interrogatory  for  answer  unto  this. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  about  six  or  seven 
years  ago — And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

THOMAS  B.  DUCKETT. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  2,  1832,  before 

J.  S.  Smith, 

J.  McIlhenny. 


Deposition  of  Jhacob  Bowles. 

JACOB  POYVLES,  oflawful  age,  a witness  produced  on  the  part  of 
the  Defendant,  being  first  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangely  of  AlmighH 

God — 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  ofthe  Defendant,  witness  an- 
swers, that  he  is  a Mason — a Royal  Arch. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  neither  admits 
nor  denies  that  there  are  Masonic  obligations,-  there  is  nothing  in  Ma- 
sonry, however,  as  communicated  to  him  by  which  Masons  are  bound 
admonished,  counselled,  or  expected  to  promote  the  political  preferment 
of  each  other. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say  in  relation  to  Masonic  obligations. 
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To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  not  read  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Stevens,  therefore  he  cannot  answer  this  interrogatory. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  fie  has  nothing  fur- 
ther to  say  in  relation  to  Masonic  obligations. 

To  the  sixth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  there  is  not. 

The  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  interrogatories  waived. 

To  the  tenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  they  are,  for  immor- 
al and  improper  conduct  of  various  degrees. 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  did  know 
George  Swearingen,  he  was  the  Sheriff  of  Washington  county. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was  a Royal 
Arch  Mason. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answeis,  that  he  does  not 
know  whether  Masons  were  concerned  in  his  apprehension — but  they 
were  in  his  prosecution. 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  was — sum- 
moned on  the  part  of  the  State,  his  testimony  went  to  disclose  secrets 
communicated  to  him  as  a Mason,  concerning  his  wife  and  Rachel  Cun. 
ningham;  his  testimony  was  considered  of  material  importance  to  the 
conviction  ofsaid  Swearingen. 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  of  noth  - 
in o further — but  that  Masons  are  very  much  divided  here  on  all  political 

questions. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff,  witness  an- 
swers, that  he  did  not  see  said  Swearingen  give  any  sign. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  believes  he 
communicated  the  facts  to  which  he  testified  Masonically. 

To  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  In- 
terrogatories witness  answers,  THAT  FIE  WILL  NOT  ! 

To  the  eleventh  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing 
only  from  report. 

To  the  twelfth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  knows  nothing , 
only  from  report. 

To  the  thirteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  will 
not,  as  he  has  no  wish  to  read  any  spurious  work  on  Masonry! ! 

To  the  fourteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  that  he  has  nothing 
more  to  say  in  relation  to  Masonic  obligations! 

To  the  fifteenth  Interrogatory  witness  answers,  ten  or  twelve  years 
ago — ‘An!  further  deponent  saith  not. 

JACOB  POWLES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  February  10,  1832,  befire 

.1.  S.  Smith, 

Jno.  McIlhenny. 
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depositions  taken  in  Cumberland. 

THADDEUS  STEVENS,  l In  the  Circuit  Court  of 
vs.  > Adams  County,  Pa. 

JACOB  LEFEVER,  ) December  Term,  1831. 

Interrogatories  to  be  put  to  Witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant. 

Interrogatory  1st.  Did  you  know  George  Swearingen,  who  was  tried  and 
executed  in  Cumberland,  Md.,  for  the  murder  of  bis  wife? 

2d.  Was  the  said  George  Swearingen  a Free-Mason?  If  yea,  of  what  degree? 

3d.  Were  there  anv  Masons  concerned  in  the  apprehension,  prosecution,  and 
execution  of  the  said  George  Swearingen,  either  as  Jury-men  or  other  officers  of 
Justice?  If  yea,  state  what  persons  were  so  concerned  and  what  part  they  took 
respectively? 

4th.  Are  you  a Mason,  and  of  what  degree?  Were  you  examined  as  a Wit- 
ness on  the  trial  of  the  said  George  Swearingen?  were  you  summoned  for  the 
prosecution  of  Swearingen  or  on  behalf  of  the  Defendant?  What  was  your  testi- 
mony and  was  it  important  to  the  conviction  of  said  Swearingen?  state  your 
knowledge  and  remembrance  fully? 

5th.  Do  you  know  any  thing  else,  that  may  be  important  evidence  in  this 
cause?  If  yea,  state  it? 

Interrogatories  on  part  of  Plaintiff. 

Interrogatory  1st.  Did  prisoner  give  you  the  Hailing  Sign  of  Distress?  or 
the  Sign  of  Distress? 

2d.  Did  you  receive  your  knowledge  of  facts  testified  to,  Masonically? 

3d.  When  were  you  made  a Mason  were  you  cable-tow’d  and  hood  winked? 

4th.  State  the  Masonic  Obligation  of  each  Degree  as  far  as  you  have  advanced 
as  nearly  in  the  words  given  as  possible. 


deposition  of  Sir.  John  »JJ.  ILaivrenee. 

Be  it  Remembered,  that  on  this  second  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  1832,  in  virtue  of  the  annexed  Commission,  before  me, 
the  subscriber,  at  my  office  in  Cumberland,  Allegany  county,  Maryland, 
personally  came 

DR.  JOHN  M.  LAWRENCE,  of  the  said  town  of  Cumberland,  in 
the  county  of  Allegany,  and  State  aforesaid,  who  being  duiy  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelist  of  Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  as  Pillows: 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Defendant  the  Deponent 
answereth  and  saith,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  George  Swearingen, 
who  was  tried  and  executed  in  Cumberland,  Maryland,  for  the  murder 
of  his  wife. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  the  Deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
the  said  George  Swearingen  was  a Free  Mason,  and  that  deponent 
knew  him  to  be  of  the  Royal  Arch  Degree. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  the  deponent,  answereth  and  saith,  there 
were;  that  John  McNeil,  J.r,  and  Richard  Beall,  both  Free  Masons, 
endeavored  to  apprehend  said  George  Swearingen;  that  John  M.  Bu- 
chanan, Joseph  Everstine,  Thomas  Dowden  and  Joseph  McCulloh,  all 
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Free-Masons,  were  members  of  the  Jury  of  Inquest  held  over  the  body 
of  Mary,  wife  of  said  Swearingen  ; that  John  M Buchanan,  Nathan 
B.  Little,  John  Fechtig,  James  Stoddart,  John  McNeill,  J.,  and  this 
deponent,  all  Free-Masons,  were  witnesses  on  the  trial  of  said  Swear- 
ingen; and  that  Richard  Beall  was  Sheriff  of  Allegany  county,  in 
Maryland,  at  the  time  of  the  apprehension,  trial,  and  execution  of  said 
Swearingen,  and  personally  executed  said  Swearingen. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  was  examined  as  a witness  on  the 
trial  of  said  Swearingen,  and  was  summoned  on  the  part  of  the  State  for 
the  prosecution  of  said  Swearingen:  And  that  said  deponent  testified  at 
said  trial  as  follows,  in  substance — That  it  was  his  opinion,  as  a Physi- 
cian:,  from  an  examination  of  the  body  of  Mary,  wife  of  said  Swearin- 
gen, after  her  death,  that  she  came  to  herdeath  by  violence. — The  de- 
ponent further  states,  that  he  believes  said  testimony  was  important  to 
the  conviction  of  said  Swearingen,  and  that  said  testimony  was  given  in 
substance  to  the  grand  Jury,  who  found  the  Indictment  against  said 
Swearingen  to  be  a true  Bill. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that  he 
does  not  know  of  any  thing  else  material  in  this  case. 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff , The  deponent 
answereih  and  saith,  that  he  knows  of  no  sign  of  any  kind  given  to  him 
on  the  part  of  the  prisoner,  Swearingen. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory,  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
he  does  not  know  Masonically  that  the  individuals  named  in  this  Deposi- 
tion as  Masons,  are,  and  were  Masons. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that  he 
was  made  a Mason  in  a regularly  warranted  Lodge,  the  oldest  in  Mary- 
land, and  believes  he  was  made  a Mason  in  the  usual  manner  in  which 
Masons  are  made. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
be  was  made  a Mason  twenty  years  ago,  and  does  not  now  remember 
all  the  Ceremonies,  and  if  he  did,  HE  WOULD  NOT  STATE 
THEM  ! ! ! And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

JOHN  M.  LAWRENCE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  day  and  year  first  within  writ- 
ten. Bkice  W.  Howard. 


J deposition  of  ISichard  SScall. 

And  know  also,  at  the  piac<',  and  on  the  day  and  year  first  within 
mentioned,  personally  came  before  me  the  subscriber, 

RICHARD  BEALL,  of  the  Town  of  Cumberland,  county  of  Alle- 
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gany,  in  Maryland,  who  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  of 
Almighty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  as  follows — 

To  the  first  Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  Defendant,  the  deponent 
answereth  and  saith,  that  he  did. 

To  the  second  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
said  George  Swearingen  was  a Master  Mason,  and  farther  than  that  De- 
gree in  Masonry  this  deponent  has  no  knowledge. 

To  the  third  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
he  can  communicate  nothing  further  than  has  been  stated  by  Dr.  John 
M.  Lawrence  in  his  answer  to  this  Interrogatory,  and  knows  said  an- 
swer to  said  Interrogatory  to  be  true. 

To  the  fourth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that 
he  is  a Master  Mason  and  that  he  was  not  a witness  on  the  trial  of 
George  Swearingen. 

To  the  fifth  Interrogatory  the  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that  he 
knows  of  no  obligation  in  Masonry  that  could  interfere  with  his  duties 
either  as  an  officer  of  Justice  or  a citizen,  and  that  deponent  delivered  a 
letter  written  by  said  Swearingen  during  his  confinement  to  the  prose- 
cuting counsel  in  said  cause,  which  was  read  as  evidence  to  the  Jury. 

To  each  and  evert/  of  the  Interrogatories  on  the  part  of  the  Plaintiff , 
The  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  THAT  HE  WILL  MAKE  NO 
ANSWER  ! And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

RICHARD  BEALL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me, the  day  and  year  first  within  written. 

Brice  W.  Howard. 


